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Palestinians caught digging for freedom 

TEL AVTV (AFP) - — Fifteen Palestinian prisoners 
have been caught digging a tunnel to escape from 
Ashkelon prison in southern Israel, prison sources 
said Saturday. The prisoners, all jailed for member- 
ship of Hamas, managed to dig five metres of the tun- 
nel before they were found out, said the source. The 
Palestinians were rumbled when an Israeli c riminal in 
the prison denounced their plan to the authorities after 
seeing sand from the tunnel dumped iu the prison's 
drains. 'Hie 15 prisoners have since been dispersed to 
other prisons, said the source. 
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Arafat’s wife in Verona to open UNESCO centre 

VERONA (AFP) — Suha Arafat, wife of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, arrived in Italy's northern 
city of Verona Saturday to inaugurate UNESCO's 
international centre dedicated to opera and poetry. 
Mrs. Arafau accompanied by her baby daughter 
Zahua. arrived in Rome Tuesday where she received 
an award recognising the role of women in the work- 
place and in the international community. In Rome, 
she met with Pope John Paul II to whom she handed a 
message from her husband. Before leaving Verona 
late Saturday she will meet with the city's bishop, 
Attilio Nicora. 


Volume 22 Number 6537 


AMMAN SUNDAY, MAY 25, 1997, MUHARRAM 18, 1418 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


sf1 


' i 

,.i " 

il” 1 . 

■ > ^ 

.1| * 

k 

... *i 


m 1 
ltifc 


•■I jin' 

. .,n'Vi 

v “ 

lil'l 1 ' 


MP resigns from 
Turkish coalition party 

ANKARA (R) — A 

Turkish deputy from the 
secularist wing of the 
Islamist-led coalition 

resigned Saturday, Ana- 
tolian News Agency 
(ANA) said. It said Hhan 
Akuzum, a deputy from 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller’s True Path 
Party, became the third 
deputy to resign from the 
party since Friday. “Con- 
cerns about the coalition 
and its present condition 
tells me not to carry on 
with my contribution to 
the government,” he said 
in his resignation letter 
quoted by the ANA. 
Senior members of the 
party said Friday more 

- J resignations might come 

in protest at the govern- 
ment’s Islamist leanings. 

U.S. reserving 
judgement on Iraq 
‘food-for-oil deal’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The Clinton administra- 
tion is reserving judgment 
on whether Iraq’s oil-for- 
food deal should be con- 
tinued, Bill Richardson, 
U.S. ambassador to the 
U.N., said Saturday. “We 
want to reserve our judg- 
ment We're very con- 
cerned with Saddam Hus- 
sein's continued viola- 
tions of the no fly zone,” 
Mr. Richardson said on 
CNN's Evans and Novak 
programme. Richardson 
said the Clinton adminis- 
^ nation has not decided 
whether to continue the 
U.N.-brokered deal in 
which Iraq was allowed to 
sell $2 billion of oil over 
six months to buy food, 
medicine and other essen- 
tials for its people. “We 
have not made a decision 
on whether we renew 
what is called 986, the oil- 
for-food deal — the rea- 
son being, we want to see 
some facts on the Iraqi 
distribution methods, the 
U.N. implementation of 
this in northern Iraq” he 
said. “...We want to make 
sure that food is reaching 
those people, that they are 
not some oil initiatives 
' there” Richardson said of 
the deal which went into 
.. v effect in December is up 
'£ for renewal next month. 

Former U.S. clerk gets 
jail, fine as Soviet spy 

PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
A former clerk with the 
National Security Agency 
(NSA) was sentenced to 
IS years in prison and a 
$10,000 fin e in a federal 
court Friday for selling 
secrets to the Soviet 
Union 30 years ago. The 
sentence came in a bar- 
gain for Robert Lipka’s 
guilty plea to selling top- 
secret NSA documents to 
Soviet espionage agents. 
The offences involved 
photographing the papers 
while Lipka, from 
Millersville. Penn., 

- ^ worked as a cleric at the 

NSA headquarters at Fort 
Meade, Md., from 1965 
through 1967. The gov- 
ernment alleged Lipka, 
51, collected $27,000 
from his handlers. He was 
not arrested until 1996, 
when the FBI cited state- 
ments he had made to an 
unnamed witness. The 
deal required Lipka to 
plead guilty to a single 
count of conspiring to 
commit espionage. It also 
required him to get clear- 
ance for any statements 
and turn over to the gov- 
ernment any fees for his 
story: In return, prosecu- 
. tors said, top-secret docu- 
4 ments and a sensitive wit- 
ness would be shielded. 


King, Mubarak work on 
plan to break stalemate 



His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak leave Aqaba Air- 
port, on Saturday, for talks. The two leaders discussed a jumpstart to stalled peace 
ahead of a summit between Mr. Mubarak and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, May 27 (AFP photo) 


AQABA (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Saturday 
insisted the crisis-tom Mid- 
dle East peace process was 
not dead in the water, and 
called for a new push to 
break the deadlock. 

“There is no place for 
despair,” said King Hussein 
at a joint press conference 
with the Egyptian President 
after the two leaders held 
talks at the Red Sea resort 
of Aqaba. 

Mr. Mubarak said: “We 
must never allow ourselves 
to give in to despair when 
we are talking about turn- 


ing the wheel of peace.” 
The talks were aimed at 
getting Israel and the Pales- 
tinians back to the negotiat- 
ing table for the first time in 
more than two months, and 
they came three days before 
Mr’ Mubarak is due to hold 
a su mmi t with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu in the Egyptian 
Red Sea town of Shaim A1 
Sheikh. 

Israeli -Palestinian peace 
talks ground to a halt on 
March 18 when Israel 
began construction of the 
6 ,5 00- unit Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 


The Palestinians have 
consistently said they will 
not restart talks until all set- 
tlement construction stops, 
an ultimatum that Mr. 
Netanyahu has rejected out 
of hand. 

“We are agreed that the 
current situation needs an 
initiative to relaunch nego- 
tiations,” said Mr. Mubarak, 
adding that his political 
advisor Ossama A1 Baz 
would be returning .to Israel 
on Sunday to prepare for 
Tuesday's summit 

Mr. Mubarak said there 
was an urgent need to break 

(Continued on page 3) 


4 syndicate presidents 
resign, more to follow 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Only four 
members of the Council of 
Presidents of Professional 
Associations yesterday 
resigned their positions in 
protest of the new temporary 
Press and Publications Law 
introduced last week. 

Presidents of the Jordan 
Bar Association (Hussein 
Mjali). the Engineers Associ- 
ation (Laith Shubeilai), the 
Writers Association (Fakhri 
Kawar) and the Dentists 
Association (Sa'id Abu 
Maizar) submitted their res- 
ignations last night, while the 
remaining nine members of 
the council decided to with- 
hold their resignations until 
June 22, at the latest 


“The government has been 
successful in turning over all 
our permanent Jaws, turning 
our temporary laws into per- 
manent martial laws and has 
persisted cm this path” said 
Mr. Shubeilai, a leading 
opposition figure. “There- 
fore. I’ve taken a personal 
decision — which was once 
a collective decision — to 
resign immediately. Our 
political system has to nego- 
tiate with the representatives 
of the people in order to rec- 
tify this situation. 

“All . govennents since 
1989 have been in crisis,” he 
said during an interview with 
the Jordan Times. "Not 
because there is an organised 
opposition, but because peo- 
ple rightly oppose everything 
the government does— This 


is alarming because it will 
not lead to anything but sud- 
den chaos.” 

Last Sunday, the presidents 
of all 13 professional associ- 
ations stated their intention 
to collectively resign as of 
yesterday if the government 
had not rescinded the new 
press law, which critics say 
was enacted without consul- 
tation with any professional 
body, particularly the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA). 

The presidents' resolution 
to resign was preceded by 
the immediate resignation of 
nine members of the JPA's 
ten-member council. JPA 
president Seif Sherif did not 
resign, and the nine members 
revoked their decision three 

(Continued on page 12 ) 


New progressive alliance promises 
birth of 4th major political party 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Negotiations 
for a progressive coalition, 
grouping leftist political 
parties as well as high-pro- 
file independent personali- 
ties, have reached the final 
stages. The new bloc will 
field candidates under the 
same ticket in this autumn's 
parliamentary elections, 
party sources announced on 
Saturday. 

The socialist Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic Party- 
headed by Issa Madanat, the 
pan-Arabist A1 Mustaqbal 
Party headed by Suleiman 
Arar, and former Prime 
Ministers Ahmad Obeidat 
and Taher Masri have for- 
mally joined the new bloc, 
Al Mustaqbal Secretary 
General Has hem Abu H as- 
sail told the Jordan Times. 


This moderate-leftist bloc 
would be the fourth coalir 
tion to materialise in the past 
three months, ahead of the 
elections for the Kingdom’s 
13th legislature. 

The consolidation process 
which involved groups from 
the entire political spectrum, 
from left to centre, re-shapes 
Jordan's political arena, pre- 
viously fragmented into 26 
small and moderately sized 
parties. 

“We think it is important 
to reduce the number of par- 
ties. so that voters can make 
a clearer choice.” Dr. Abu 
Hassan said. 

When the new progressive 
alliance materialises and the 
official announcement is 
made, voters will choose 
among four major distinct 
blocs in this November’s 
elections: the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), Jordan's tradi- 


tional opposition party; the 
National Constitutional 

Party (NCP), born from the 
merger of one large (Al 
Ahd, headed by Abdul Hadi 
Majali) and eight smaller 
centrist political parties; the 
Jordanian Nationalist 
Democratic Front (JNDF), 
grouping the Jordanian Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party, Al 
Haq. and the Arab Land 
Party: and, finally, the new 
progressive alliance, to be 
named soon. 

While the Islamists and 
the NCP have already antic- 
ipated that they expect to 
win around 20 and 20 to 30 
seats respectively in the 80- 
member Lower House of 
Parliament, Dr. Abu Hassan 
‘ would not venture to hazard 
any precise forecasts on the 
performance of the to-be 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan marks Independence Day 

1946-1997 

51 years of development 
and great achievement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
today marks its 51 anniver- 
sary of independence. On 
May 25, 1946, the Emirate 
of Trans-Jordan declared its 
independence when His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
Grandfather, King Abdul- 
lah Ben Al Hussein, was 
proclaimed King of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. 

The founder of the King- 
dom Prince Abdullah 
arrived in Ma’an leading a 
force against the French in 
Syria, in a campaign part of 
the Great Arab Revolt 
launched by the Sherif Hus- 
sein of Mecca, the great 
grandfather of King Hus- 


sein. Prince Abdullah estab- 
lished the Emirate of Trans- 
Jordan in April 1921 fol- 
lowing his arrival. 

Britain officially recog- 
nised the Emirate on May 
25, 1923 and agreed with 
Prince Abdullah to form the 
first Jordanian government, 
headed by Rashid Tulei. 

Most of the members of 
the 18 respective govern- 


ments of the Emirate of 
Trans-Jordan were mem- 
bers of the Istiklal Al Arabi 
(.Arab Independence) party, 
who had arrived in Jordan 
following the French occu- 
pation of Syria and 
Lebanon in order to reform 
their party. 

Three of the prime minis- 
ters of the 18 governments 
were of Palestinian origin. 



three of Syrian origin, one 
of Hijazi origin and one of 
Lebanese origin. 

On February 20. 192K the 

(Continued on page 12 I 


Khatami reaps unprecedented 20.7 
million votes out of 29.7 in elections 

Landslide victory of moderate candidate 
considered a blow to Iranian conservatives 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s 
moderate former Culture 
Minister Mohammad 
Kha tami was elected presi- 
dent Saturday in a stunning 
upset victory over the 
Islamic Republic's conserv- 
ative establishment. 

His main rival, conserva- 
tive parliamentary Speaker 
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri. 
conceded defeat after more 
than 17 million votes had 
been counted showing a 
Mr. Khatami landslide. 

Tehran Radio said he sent 
a letter of congratulations 
to Mr. Khatami and told 
him — ‘1 will do my best to 
cooperate with you." 

Mr. Khatami will take 
over in August from Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, who must step 


MOHAMMAD KHATAMI, a former culture minister, 
took 20.7 million votes of the 29.7 milli on votes cast in 
the Friday election. 

Ali Akbar Naieq-Nouri, his conservative challenger 
who conceded defeat earlier on Saturday, won 7.2 million 
votes. Iran has an electorate of 33 million- More than half 
the country's 60 million people are under the age of 18. 

(See story on Khatami on page 12) 


down after completing the 
maximum two four-year 
terms permitted by law. 

The result was a major 
shock to the religious estab- 
lishment which has ruled 
Iran since fundamentalist 
mullahs toppled the pro- 
American Shah in 1979. 

Mr. Khatami won two out 
of every three votes cast in 
Friday's nationwide ballot, 
seen by many as a referen- 


dum on 1 8 years of revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Nateq Nouri had been 
widely predicted to take the 
presidency despite what 
many Iranian analysts and 
Western diplomats had 
forecast would be a close 
contest. 

Mr. Nateq Nouri won 
only 7.2 million votes. 

Two lesser-known other 
candidates were far behind 


with relatively insignificant 
numbers of votes. Both Mr. 
Khatami and Mr. Nateq 
Nouri are 54-year-old mid- 
dle-ranking Shiite clergy- 
men. 

But Mr. Khatami is con- 
sidered a moderate com- 
pared with most of the con- 
servative clerics who run 
the country. 

Mr. Nateq Nouri is a tra- 
ditionalist who enjoys the 
support of influential 
groups of conservative mul- 
lahs and merchants. 

Some 33 million people 
aged 15 and over were eli- 
gible to vote. An unprece- 
dented 29.7 million turned 
out. 

During the 12-day elec- 
(Continued on page 12 ) 


Audit reveals PNA 
$326 m. corruption 


GAZA (R) — An auditing 
office set up by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said 
Saturday the self-rule gov- 
ernment in the West Bank 
and Gaza had misused 
$326 million in public 
funds last year. 

The 600-page report by 
the Palestinian National 
Authority’s (PNA) moni- 
toring institution was the 
first official criticism of 
corruption within the 
administration since self- 
rule began in 1994. 

“We have estimated the 


mismanagement and 
squandering of public 
ftinds at around $326 mil- 
lion in one year from 
December 1995 to Decem- 
ber 1996,” Monitoring 
Institution Chief Jarrar Al 
Qudwa told Reuters. 

He said the report, a copy 
of which was handed to Mr. 
Arafat, had not been made 
public yet. 

Mr. Qudwa’s comments 
coincided with increasing 
complaints by Palestinians 

(Continued on page 12) 


Israeli troops kill freedom 
fighter in southern Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — Israeli 
troops killed a pro-Iranian 
HizbolJah guerrilla and 
wounded three others north 
of Israel’s occupation zone 
in South Lebanon, the Mus- 
lim group said Saturday. 

“A group of Israeli troops 
tried early on Saturday to 
infiltrate outside the zone 
toward the village of Zibqin 
when it clashed with our 
guerrillas at close distance. 
One of our brave fighters 
was killed and three were 
wounded,” Hizbollalj said 
in a statement. 

“The* Israeli group suf- 
fered several casualties,” it 
said. 

Earlier an Israeli military 
statement said its forces 
had killed one guerrilla, 
wounded several and suf- 
fered no casualties. 

It brought to 12 the num- 
ber of Hjzbollah guerrillas 
killed in clashes with 
Israeli troops in southern 


Lebanon this year. Nine 
Israeli soldiers were killed 
and 36 wounded in the 
same period. 

“An Israeli array force 
operating in the western 
sector north of the security 
zone in South Lebanon Fri- 
day night killed one terror- 
ist and injured several other 
terrorists. The Israeli forces 
suffered no casualties,” the 
Israeli statement said. 

On May 15, HizboUah 
guerrillas killed three 
Israeli soldiers and wound- 
ed seven in a clash in South 
Lebanon. Israeli aircraft 
launched several attacks on 
South Lebanon over the 
next three days. 

HizboUah attacks Israeli 
forces and their militia 
alUes in a bid to oust them 
from the 15 -kilo metre- wide 
occupation zone in South 
Lebanon. 


Husseini lashes out at 
Netanyahu’s solution 


By Lima NabrJ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A prominent 
Palestinian leader Saturday 
rejected an offer by Israel's 
Pnme Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to build 400 
housing units for the Pales- 
tinians in Arab east 
Jerusalem and stressed that 
resumption of the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations 
hinges on Israel freezing 
the construction of a Jewish 


settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Faisal Husseini. the 
Palestinian official in 
charge of the Jerusalem 
portfolio in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 
told the Jordan Times that 
the Palestinians reject this 
offer because they have no 
confidence in Mr. 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Death toll in Algeria on 


the rise ahead of polls 


ALGIERS (AFP) — As 
many as 21 people have 
been killed in Algeria over 
the past few days in new 
attacks by suspected mili- 
tants while the death toll 
rose in three recent 
car bombings, press reports 
said Saturday. 

In one of the attacks, 
which come less than two 
weeks before legislative 
elections, in Algeria, four 
peasants were found with 
their throats slit Friday near 
Boufarik. south of Algiers, 
the daily Liberte newspaper 
reported. 

Thursday the bodies of a 
man and two youths were 
found lying in a pool of 
blood in a" nearby village, 
another daily, Al Watan 
reported. The same day a 
shepherd and his 12 -year- 
old niece hud their throats 
slit in the Chenoua moun- 
tains. SO kilometres west of 
Algiers, the paper said. 

According to several 
press reports, a further 12 
people were murdered at 
two separate false .check- 
points set up by suspected 
militants. The Algerian 
press, meanwhile, reported 
that the death' toll from 
three ear bomb attacks over 


Algerian prisoner in 
Italy on hunger strike 


MILAN (R) - An Algerian held in jail on arms trafficking 
charges in Italy has teen on hunger strike for three weeks, 
his lawyer said Friday. 

Francesco Piscopo said Djamel Lounici, who was 
arrested in 1995 on suspicion of links with the armed 
wing of the .Algerian Salvation Front (FIS ), had not eaten 

solid food for 20 days. 

He began drinking liquids recently after earlier refusing 
all nourish ment. the lawyer said. 

The trial of Lounici and 10 other Algerians in the south- 
ern city of Naples was postponed last week for procedur- 
al reasons. It was scheduled to begin on Nov. 6 . 

Italy dropped earlier terrorism charges against Lounici 
and has agreed to extradite him to France once he has 
faced arms trafficking charges in Naples. 

Lounici was charged in absentia by a French court ear- 
lier this year and given a five-year jail term for involve- 
ment in guerrilla attacks in Morocco, including one in 
which two Spaniards died in 1994. 

Lounici, wbo is being held in a northern jail, was arrest- 
ed in Italy after a wave of bomb attacks in France m 1995 
in which eight people were killed and 160 injured. 


the past two days in Algeria 
had gone up. The death toll 
from a car bomb attack 
Thursday in Boufarik rose 
Saturday to 20, with hun- 
dreds of people injured, the 
daily Le Matin said, citing 


security sources. An official 
toll earlier said 12 people 
were killed and 31 injured. 
One of those killed in the 
Boufarik car bombing was 
Mobamed Chenouf, 33, a 
leader of the Movement of 


Society for Peace, formerly 
Hamas, the biggest legal 
Islamist party in Algeria, 
the party said Saturday. 

The press also reported 
that two car bomb attacks 
in Tlemcen, 400 kilometres 
from the capital Algiers, 
claimed between nine and 
18 lives, while the official 
toll said seven people were 
killed. In a separate devel- 
opment. security forces 
killed nine suspected fun- 
damentalists in Kabylie, 
east of Algiers, the daily La 
Tribune reported. 

Friday Algerian authori- 
ties said they had killed 27 
other suspected extremists 
over the past few days dur- 
ing separate ope ratio ns 

across the country. Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual's 
government declared Fri- 
day through the official 
APS news agency that it 
will never allow “blood- 
thirsty criminals*’ to foil the 
June 5 polls. 

The elections for the 
National People's Assem- 
bly will be the first since a 
victory at the polls by the 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) in 1992 was blocked 
by the military and parlia- 
ment was suspended- 


Meguid ready 
to visit Iraq 
to discuss 
Kuwaiti 
POWs 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The head of the Arab League 
said in an interview published 
Saturday he is ready to visit 
Iraq to try to discover the fete 
of prisoners Kuwait claims 
have been held since the 1 991 
Gulf wan 

*1 am ready to visit Iraq, but 
on condition that the visit 
yield positive results.'* Esmat 
Abdul Meguid told the 
Kuwaiti daily Al Watan con- 
cerning the prisoner issue. 

Mr. Meguid said Baghdad 
is “obliged to outline the fore 
of these prisoners by provid- 
ing lists of names and identi- 
ties of those who have died 
and those still alive." 

Kuwait claims Iraq has not 
accounted for about 600 pris- 
oners and missing persons 
since the seven-month Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait that 
ended in February 1991. 
Baghdad has admitted dial 
some of those listed by 
Kuwait were transferred to 
Iraqi jails in the south of the 
country, but says it lost track 
of them when a Shiite rebel- 
lion gripped the region after 
llw war over Kuwait. 

Iraqi and Kuwaiti officials 
meet each month on their 
border lor talks on the issue 
sponsored by the 
international Committee of 
the Red Cross and in the pres- 
ence of representatives from 
the United States. France. 
Britain and Saudi .Arabia. 


Former Hizbollah chief denies 
existence of Kuwaiti branch 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
A former leader of Hizbol- 
lah said Saturday there is no 
group of the some name in 
Kuwait or elsewhere that 
has links with Lebanon’s 
pro-Iranian Shiite guerrilla 
group. 

“There is no Hizbollah in 
Kuwair or any other coun- 
try,” the former secretary- 
general of Hizbollah in 
Lebanon, Subhi Al Tufeeii, 
told the Kuwaiti daily Al 
Rai Al A am. 

Earlier this mouth. 
Kuwaiti acting Prime Min- 
ister Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah said “ele- 
ments” of an Islamist group 
calling itself Hizbollah- 


Kuwait existed in the emi- 
rate but were “not power- 
ful." 

“Whoever says Hizbollah 
is in Kuwait as a local party, 
he knows best/' Mr. Tufeeii 
said, concerning the recent 
comments by the acting 
premier. “But we have no 
relation with anyone who is 
a member of Hizbollah in 
Kuwait. We have not found- 
ed a party like that and we 
have no relation with any- 
thing called Hizbollah 
there,” he added. 

Mr. Tufeeii also denied 
that Hizbollah had any links 
with opposition groups in 
Bahrain, where Shiite seek- 
ing the restoration of parlia- 


ment are leading a cam- 
paign of sporadic protests 
and arson attacks against 
the Sunni- led government 
“As for the Gulf, and par- 
ticularly in Bahrain and the 
issue of the opposition and 
Hizbollah, this in my 
assessment is not linked to 
anything called Hizbollah," 
he .said. f Kuwaiti; and, giber 
Gulf Press reports have 
talked of the existence of 
branches of Hizbollah that 
have taken a foothold in 
several Gulf countries. In 
April, the Secretary Gener- 
al of Hizbollah in Lebanon 
Hassan NasralJah, also 
denied the existence of 
Hizbollah in Kuwait. 



PILGRIMAGE TO TUNISIAN SYNAGOGUE: Tunisian Jewish community pilgrim Yolande Cohen decorates a 
Menorah before it is taken by procession to the El Ghriba Synagogue located on the Tunisian island of Jarbah 
500 kilometres south of mainland limisia on Saturday. Some three to four thousand Jewish pilgrims took part 
in the procession accompanying the menorah (Renters photo) 


Journalist detained by PNA starts 
hunger strike over visitation rights 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Palestinian 
American journalist 
detained after broadcasting 
live from the Palestinian 
legislature has begun a 
hunger strike because he 
was denied family visits, a 
relative said Saturday. 

The journalist, Daoud 
Kuttab. was arrested last 
Tuesday on orders from 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat wbo is often 
severely criticised in the 
legislature. ■ -• ■ -s— 

'No-' chafes -have 
filed -against- Ku Etab.- ^ • ■ 

Arafat spokesman Maw 
wan Kanafani said Satur- 
day that Mr. Kuttab’s deten- 
tion was linked to a con- 
tractual dispute, and should 
not be portrayed as a free- 
dom-of-speech issue. 

“I think he was not arrest- 
ed because he wrote some- 


thing or sounded an opin- 
ion," .Mr. Kanafani told 
APTV. 

Mr. Kuttab’s family said a 
contract signed by the par- 
liament speaker; Ahmed 
Quriea. permitted Ml Kut- 
tab to broadcast from the 
legislature. The relatives 
said Mr. Kuttab was arrest- 
ed because Mr. Arafat 
wanted to stop live broad- 
casts of the council ses- 
sions. The official Palestin- 
ian TV broadcasts taped, 
edited versions. .. . „ 

{Mr. . Kn tfe&i TffoadF';’ 
castafl the legislative ebun- 
ck(si-criticismoa corrupt ' 
lion, embezzlement, bribes. 
The sessions were full of 
these charges,” Mubarak 
Awad, a cousin of Mr. Kut- 
tab and a human rights 
activist, told the Associated 
Press. 

U.S. officials and human 


rights groups have demand- 
ed Mx. Kuttab’s immediate 
release. The U.S. consul 
general in Jerusalem, 
Edward Abington, has been 
trying to arrange a meeting 
with Mr. Arafat to raise the 
matter. 

Ml Kuttab was detained 
Tuesday evening, and is 
being held in a jail in the 
West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah. Palestinian officials 
said Mr.. Kuttab would not 
be released until Mr. Arafat 


came to RamaHah. It was . 
?HBt T f3gar wheoftBe PaJeSSH-^ 
Ian leader would do so. 


Friday evening, Mr. Awad 
and Mr. Kuttab’s three chil- 
dren — Tamara, Bishara 
and Tania — tried to visit 
him at the Ramallah jail. 

Police told the visitors 
they needed Mr. Arafat’s 
personal permission before 
they would be allowed to 


Egyptian cleric bans dealing with Israel 


CAIRO (.AP) — A top 
Egyptian theologian said 
dealing with Israel while it 
builds settlements in Arab 
east Jerusalem is banned 
by Islam and punishable 
by God. 

In comments published 
Friday. Sheikh Nasr Farid 
Wasel also urged Muslims 
to boycott countries deal- 
ing with Israel to force it 
“to adhere to international 
resolutions.” 

Mr. Wasel is the second 
influential cleric in Egypt 
to take a hardline stand 
against Israel as Egypt 
tries to mediate between 
Israel and the Pale>tinians 
in an effort to restart 


stalled Mideast peace 
talks. 

It was not clear if Mr. 
Wasel was calling for a 
complete suspension of 
relations with Israel or 
only suspended trade links. 

His comments come 
ahead of President Hosni 
Mubarak's Tuesday meet- 
ing with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
in Egypt. 

In his capacity as mufti. 
Mr. Wasel's decrees are 
generally binding, but 
Egypt’s secular govern- 
ment sometimes ignores 
them if they run contrary 
to its policies. 

“Dealing with Israel ... is 


forbidden and anyone who 
does it will face a severe 
tax with God,” Mr. Wasel 
was quoted as saying by 
the weekly Al Ah ram Al 
Arabi magazine. 

Egypt in 1979 became 
the first Arab country to 
sign a peace treaty with 
Israel, but relations have 
hit a low point since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hardline gov- 
ernment came to power in 
1996. 

The Middle East peace 
process broke down in 
March after Israel started 
building homes for Jews in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

The ancient city is holy 
to Jews. Christians and 


Muslims. 

“Jerusalem represents 
the honour of Muslims and 
Christians together and 
they will face God’s pun- 
ishment if they are lax in 
defending it.” Mr. Wasel 
said. "What is going on 
now... Judaising the holy 
Jerusalem and building 
settlements is illegal." 

In March, Mohammad 
Sayed Tamawi, another 
leading cleric, called for a 
holy war to take back 
Jerusalem. Mr. Tamawi 
heads the leading Muslim 
institution of religious 
scholarship. Al Azhar. 


Iraqi trade team to visit Syria 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
An Iraqi economic dele- 
gation is to visit Syria 
soon following a ground- 
breaking trip in the oppo- 
site direction by Syrian 
businessmen, a member 
of the Syrian delegation 
said Saturday. 

“We invited members 
of the Iraqi Union of 
Chambers of Commerce 
to Syria and they 
promised to come in the 
next few weeks," said 
Saleh Mall ah, a member 
of parliament and Presi- 
dent of the Aleppo Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

A seven-member trade 


delegation from Syria 
visited Iraq last week in 
the first such mission for 
almost two decades. The 
delegation, which trav- 
elled to and from Iraq 
through the border which 
has otherwise been closed 
since the early 1980s, met 
a total of seven ministers 
during the visit as well as 
Iraqi trade and industry 
leaders. Mr. Mall ah said 
its members wanted to 
“study the question of 
exporting (to Iraq) food 
and medicine under the 
U.N. oil-for-food deal.” 
The agreement which 
came into effect in 


December allows sanc- 
tions-hit Iraq to resume 
limited oil exports to 
raise money for humani- 
tarian supplies. 

“When the goods cross 
the border it will auto- 
matically reopen and Syr- 
ian-Iraqi (economic) 
cooperation will resume," 
Mr. Mall ah said, 

Syria and Iraq are ruled 
by rival branches of the 
Baath Party. In the early 
1980s Syria closed its 
land border with Iraq 
which it blamed for a 
series of explosions in 
Syria at the time. 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 77.1 l/j.JQ 
PROGRAMME TWO 

12:115 French Cancan 

1.1:00 The World's Greatest 
Magic Show 

15:00 Rip Variety Show 

17:00 ....Comedy — Step by Step 

17:30 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 Headline 

News 

19:35 Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

20:00 On The Banks of Jordan 

. 20:50 H.M. King Hussein 
i News-papers clips cm achieve- 
ments! 

21:00 Special Programme — 
With Dr. Ahnud Majdoubch 

22:00 News in English 

22:35 Feature film — “Postcards 
From the Edge” 

23:59 Music Show (Julio Iglesias 
and Placido Domingo) 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:57.. 

05:29 

(Sunrise) Duha 

12:32.., 

- Dhuhr 

16:13. 

‘Asr 

19:36 


21:08 



CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 


Swei/ieh, Tel. $ 10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De La Salle Church Tel. 66 i 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
.Amman International Church 

Tel. S27I26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


ment of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail with winds northwesterly 
moderate. On Monday tempera- 
tures are expected to drop slightly. 
In Aqaba, it will be mild and 
dusty, winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 


MinVMux. temp. 
Amman. — 

Aqaba.- 

Deserts 

Jordan VaDey 


17/29 

23/38 

15/33 

21/37 


Feniows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisanj pharmacy — 

Najib pharmacy ... 

IRB1D: 

Dr. MazenAbuBakir . 

Al Quds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 

Khalifeh pharmacy 


..778336 

..637055 

..623672 

.636730 

..644945 

..637660 

,.847632 


assistance) — 


121 


Overseas Calls -010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -...623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 66110] 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 


..865199 


Special Sutgety 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- -109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
409)900560 


other flights can be supplied on 
plume 08 (52700) 


..276852 
— (— ) 


..985445 

-985417 


Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co —636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


Ibn Sina Hospital.- (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 Dhahran. Riyadh IRT) 

10:15 Aqaba fRJj 

10:30 -.-Bombay (RJ) 

10:50 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ - ) 
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see Mr. Kuttab. 

“We faxed him a request 
but he (Mr. Arafat) never 
answered it We started 
yelling at them (police). He 
heard us and signalled to us 
that he is now starting a 
hunger strike,” Mr. Awad 
said. 

The New York- based 
group Human Rights Watch 
demanded Saturday that 
Mr. Kuttab be released 
immediately. 

“We are writing to protest 
'rtther - 1 eontinuing.-T detention. 
Without charge' of: Dabud; 
Kuttab,” the group wrote to 
Mrr Arafat. 1 

Mr. Arafat’s government 
has been widely criticised 
for repeated human rights 
violations, such as arbitrary 
arrests, mistreatment of 
detainees and restrictions 
on the freedom of speech. 
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IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 


Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqaba 38 Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per cent. 
Aqaba 23 percenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


AMMAN: 

Dr. KbalOlhshiq 757253 

Dr. Bah jar Bader ,832642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 850432 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736072 
finis pharmacy 661912 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre -...637 1 1 1 

Civil Ddmx Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

- 630341 

Civil Offence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Mice 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade...- - i_617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints- -66U76 

W»er«& Sewerage G*q*ints_W7467 
Amman Municipal! rv Complaints 
787111 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre __8 1 38 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity 6442SI/6 

AJrileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ...636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali —666126/37 

Al-Ahli.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 
ALBashir 775111/26 


Greek 

. . — (02)275555 
Carbolic Hospital 

(02P7277S 

Ibn Al 

Naftses Hospital 
... (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 

Haya Hospital 

FOR THE TRAVET T Er 


U:05 - -Beirut (RTj 

11:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 -...Brussels (RJ) 

17:40 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&00 Pans ("Rj) 

18:50 — London (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

19:20 -Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

20:30 — -Tunis (RJ) 

20:40 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:40 - Rome (RJ) 


21:00 


■Vienna (RJ) 


Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 
Amal Hospital - -674! 55 


Telephone Information (directory The Arab Centre for Heart and 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ} information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
( OS )5 3200-5. where it should 
always be verified, bfomauen on 


01:10 Cairo (add) (RJ) 


Other .flights 

; -Sanaa (TY) 

12.-00 Jeddah (SV ^ 

Bahrain (GF) 

— Moscow (SU) 


15 JO 


— Beirut (ME) 

— “-Cairo (MS) 

— Istanbul (TK) 


00:59 Cairo IMS) 

02:15 — .Loudon (BA)' 

07:20 London (BA); 

07:20 — .Tel Aviv (LY) j 

DEPARTURES i 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:20 -Beirut (RJ); 

07 : 45 - - Aqaba (RJ); 

10:45 .Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:10 .Ttims (RJ) i 

12:30 - RomeCRJ) 

12:30 Vienna (RJ) [ 

12:35 Amsterdam, New York. 

(RJ) : ■ 

13:20 ■ — - -London (RJ) j 

13:20 — —Athens (RJ)- 

21:10 .Cairo (RJ)! 

21:15 . — —New Delhi (RJ) i 

21=20 Jeddah (RJ); 

21:40 — Damascus (RJ) \ 

22:00 —Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) \ 
23:00 — Singapore. Jakarta (RJ)-. 

23:10 —..Bangkok (RJ): 

2*40 .Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights ; 

13:30 - Jeddah SV) I 

13:30 .Sanaa flY) : 

14 ^ — ...Doha (GF)! 

16:35 — Moscow (SU) i 

22:25 -Cairo (MS)’ 

— Amsterdam (KL) \ 

02:00 — Cairo (MS) j 

07:00 Beirut (ME)! 

07:55 — - ..London (BA) 

08:15 Tel Aviv (LY) , f 
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Cabinet discusses allowances in weekly session 









AMMAN (J.T.) — At its regular 
weekly session, the Council of Minis- 
ters Saturday discussed allowances 
which the government promised those 
employees who are members of pro- 
fessional associations. Minister of 
State for Information Affairs S amir 
Mutawi announced. 

It will finalise these discussions in 
the next regular session, he added. 

The government has promised to 
raise the professional allowance for 
public sector doctors, dentists, phar- 
macists, veterinarians, nurses and 
engineers as stipulated by a memoran- 


dum which the two sides signed last 
October. 

According to that memorandum, 
pharmacists’ allowances will be raised 
from 90 to 100 per cent, nurses from 
60 to 75 per cent and engineers from 
90 to 120 per cent. 

Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) 
President Hosni Abu Ghida admon- 
ished that the raising of allowances is 
only one article of the memorandum 
which the association concluded with 
the government. 

He stated his hope that the other an- 
cles be respected as welL 


During Saturday's session, the Cab- 
inet formed Jordan’s delegation to a 
regional conference covering health in 
the Middle East and North Africa, due 
to be held in Cairo, as well as a second 
delegation to attend an international 
conference on statistics and social 
security in Prague. 

Both conferences are slated to be 
held in early June. 

The Cabinet created a third delega- 
tion to attend the Global Earth Sum- 
mit to be held in New York on July 23. 


Conference to cover NFD announces arrest of 
vocational training suspected drug traffickers 


AMMAN (Petra) — A general conference on vocational 
training development will be held in Amman Tuesday to 
focus on promoting vocational training to cater to local and 
regional labour markets, according to Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) Director General Ali Nasrallah- 

He stated ihat the conference will outline vocational 
training in Jordan as well as the role of the private sector 
and non-governmental organisations in promoting voca- 
tional training project investments. 

The conference is also designed to orient the general pub- 
lic on the needs and achievements of vocational t rainin g as 
well as summarising experiments of other countries in the 
field, Mr. Nasrallah explained. 

Between 250 and 300 participants from die Arab World, 
as well as regional and international organisations will par- 
ticipate in the meetings, he added. 

Mr. Nasrallah confirmed that the VTC is in the process of 
setting job descriptions for trades in accordance with a new 
draft law to be debated and endorsed by Parliament. 

He said that the draft law provides for the creation of a 
special court to handle trade and labour issues. 

The VTC is also implementing a number of training pro- 
jects in cooperation with the Japanese International Coop- 
eration Agency (JICA) at Sahab Industrial Estates and 
building a vocational centre there directed for the training 
of women at the estimated cost of JD 3 million. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Anti-Narcotics and Forgery 
Department (NFD) Saturday announced the arrest of a 
number of persons allegedly involved in drug trafficking 
cases. 

The NFD confirmed that its teams seized three kilo- 
grammes of heroin, KX) kilogrammes of hashish and a large 
stash of captagon drug pills smuggled into the country. 

NFD Director Colonel Nazih Shreideh confirmed that, 
upon a tip, members of his department arrested a woman 
and her son at Wadi Araba in possession of heroin with a 
street value estimated at JD 500,000. 

According to CoL Shreideh, security services in neigh- 
bouring Arab countries, which he declined to identify, 
informed his department that five persons crossed into Jor- 
dan with drugs on their person. 

The NFD found five persons with 100 kilogrammes of 
hashish and detained them fix* later trial. Col. Shreideh 
added 

On May 15, a vehicle which entered Jordan from a neigh- 
bouring country was searched and found to be in posses- 
sion of a large amount of captagon pills hidden in a secret 
compartment, he stated 

The suspects involved have been referred to court for 
trial, according to Col. Shreideh 

He said that over the last few months his department has 
handled 29 drug-related cases and that 47 people were 
therein arrested. 

In the same period the NFD arrested five persons, 
including two Jordanians, attempting to traffic in $1 1.000 
of forged currency. 


Resource centre aims to organise women ’s 
socio-economic, political and electoral needs 
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Zeina Burra 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Movements to help edu- 
cate women and improve their socio- 
economic positions are on the increase 
in Jordan. The majority of these are 
member organisations or charities 
which also offer support to outsiders 
seeking help. 

The Princess Basina Women’s 
Resource Centre (PBWRC), established 
in 1996, aims to be “a support mecha- 
nism for these organisations, comple- 
menting the overall machinery for the 
advancement of women,” according to 
PBWRC Director Farah Dag hi sta ni . 

PBWRC acts as an intermediary 
between Jordanian women and those 
who propose changes at the policy level. 
Thus, it coordinates women’s views 
across the country to ensure the materi- 
alisation of laws which cater to them. 

According to Ms. Daghistani. tins is 
done through cooperation between 
PBWRC and the Jordan National Com- 
mittee for Women (JNCW), which lob- 
bies for policy-related issues concerning 
women. 

It affords the JNCW “feedback from 
the grass roots,” through its link with 
existing women's organisations, such as 
the Jordanian National Forum for 
Women (JNFW). 

In addition to its aforementioned inter- 
mediary role, the PBWRC runs various 
programmes, "it's a complex [organisa- 
tion! 35 everything is Linked,” she said. 

The Women in Decision-Making Pro- 
gramme is designed to educate working 
women on the municipal level. “This 
programme [familiarises women with 
modifications in the law]. It consists of 
lectures cm subjects sik± as how to 
achieve a higher [socio-economic] posi- 
tion, rights to maternity leave and peti- 
tioning for a raise,” Ms. Daghistani said. 
“[These are] issues about which many 


women are unsure." 

“It also educates women as to bow to 
run a pressure group and, in light of the 
upcoming elections, bow to ran a cam- 
paign or choose the candidate who best 
represents their interests,” she added. 

There will be 126 national sessions 
raising awareness for the upcoming 
elections. Project Coordinator of die 
Women in Decision-Making Pro- 
gramme Ashlar Lutfi said. 

Through the assistance erf women's 
organisations, they hope to reach 
women at the grassroots level, as cam- 
paign and media advisors, who will 
teach them how to canvass. They will 
also conduct polls to monitor women’s 
progress across the country, thereby 
consolidating the national effort. 

It appears that enthusiasm among 
women concerning involvement in the 
elections is more focused outside of 
Amman. 

“Grassroots work is important as peo- 
ple [in the rural areas] are more enthusi- 
astic, their communities are more close- 
ly knit and so women are more aware of 
their community's needs,” Ms. Lutfi 
said. “They are also subjected to much 
of the worst and are keen to change for 
the better.” 

Yet despire the enthusiasm, PBWRC 
does not base their success upon seeing 
a great improvement in the number of 
women MPs as, “[this is the first time 
such an operation has been attempted, 
therefore] even if we are not successful, 
we will know that we have made women 
more politically aware,” Ms. Lutfi 
explained. “At least now many more 
will be aware of why they voted [as they 
did], thus forcing male candidates to the 
realisation that women's issues should 
be taken into consideration.” 

The Women in Development Pro- 
gramme has another agenda which cur- 
rently gives women a basic guide to 
income generation although, “[the title 


implies the programme could deal with 
a wide range of topics] and we do hope 
to eventually cover a broader spectrum,” 
Ms. Daghistani stated. 

“It isn't enough to make women polit- 
ically and legally aware without teach- 
ing them [ways erf attaining] economic 
independence,” she maintained. 

The programme provides training 
courses which aim to prepare women for 
jobs which would be more effective in 
their area. “We are trying to tie it to 
local realities.” Ms. Daghistani said. 

In order to better ascertain the needs 
erf Jordanian women, the PBWRC sent 
our 15,000 questionnaires. 

“So far, we have had replies request- 
ing sewing machines and goats.” she 
said. 

“We want to satisfy some of the more 
simple, immediate demands but at the 
same time are looking towards the long 
term; improving skills , moving towards 
more business-oriented jobs which [cor- 
respond to geographic location] ” Ms. 
Daghistani said. “For example, what 
works in Ma'an may be different to 
Tafileh. As the country moves towards 
privatisation [this is the most progres- 
sive thing to do.F 

The centre also boasts a Media and 
Public Awareness Department which 
aims to increase public awareness con- 
cerning women-related issues. 

There is a Research Studies Unit 
which maintains and updates the con- 
stant stream of ‘information from the 
grassroots level to the policy-making 
level. This information is available to all 
who wish to use it, Ms. Daghistani 
explained. 

Currently the unit is working on a 
“modern concept” which would link all 
governorales, via computer to one main 
site, further bonding the grassroots with 
the policy-makers, she concluded. 


King, Mubarak work on plan to break stalemate 


V‘‘M < 


(Continued from page 1) 

Egyptian initiative to reacti- 
vate Palestinian self-rule 
talks. 

“We still cannot talk about 
initiatives until we see the 
Israeli side, what idea they 
have, and examine it and then 
present it to the Palestinian 


* 
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King Hussein, who used 
his close ties with both Israel 
and the Palestinians to broker 
a January deal on an Israeli 
troop redeployment from the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
said Jordan supported Egypt- 
ian efforts to restart the 
stalled talks. 

“We bless all the efforts our 
Egyptian brothers have taken 
and support them," the King 
said. 

“Jordan and Egypt are both 
concerned over the peace 
process, and the obstacles 
and challenges facing it,” 
said King Hussein. 

Refetmng to the Egyptian 


role, the King said: “In view 
of Egypt’s unique status in 
the Arab world, we heard 
today from the president his 
views and we reaffirm our 
position that we consider 
Egypt as assuming the lead- 
ership position in connection 
with this region and its peo- 
ple. We are honoured to stand 
by Egypt, and back its efforts 
at any time and at any place 
in the course of building just 
and comprehensive peace in 
our region in order to offer 
the coming generations a 
decent life which they 
deserve." 

But Mr. Mubarak warned 
a gains t a delay in resuming 
peace talks and said both Mr. 
Netanyahu and King Hussein 
agreed with him on the need 
to act quickly to spare the 
region instability. 

“1 believe the prime minis- 
ter of Israel. I and His 
Majesty the King agree that 
the position now requires a 
move in any direction,” he 


added. 

The King said: “We are 
brothers’, our talks are 
always candid on all subjects 
and oar objectives are clear. 
The president has deep inter- 
est in the creation of an Arab 

common market and we 
share the same interest 
because we really want to see 
an actual development in the 
Arab world that enables us to 
achieve a decent life for 
future generations." 

“Our discussions touched 
on every important subject at 
the pan Arab, regional and 
bilateral levels and our rela- 
tionship is at its best and we 
hope it will continue so and 
to set an example for others 
in the Arab world,” said the 
King. 

In reply to a question on 
the peace process and the 
Jordanian-Egyptian role, the 
King said: “I think we lave 
discussed this subject more 
than once and we cannot deal 
with politics and reach a 


result through the media or 
through a question and 
answer session. We know 
what we want and we know 
what is right. We will defend 
our rights with all our might 
and capabilities in order to 
arrive at our aspired goal.” 

Id reply to a question on 
whether Egypt is making 
new moves towards the peace 
process, King Hussein said: 
“I believe that when Egypt 
makes moves in connection 
with the Palestine problem it 
is acting from a position of 
responsibility and we support 
and bless Egypt’s efforts 
because we consider our- 
selves working as a team.” 
Replying to a question abo- 
ut the U.S. and the European 
role in the peace process, the 
King said: “The U.S. has a 
basic role and no other party 
can play that role. I believe 
the United States might 
reconsider its position when 
faced with dangers threaten- 
ing the peace process and we 
hope that it will have a more 
positive role in the peace 
process and will play the part 


Russian parliamentary official 
confers with Senate speaker 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
head of the Russian-Arab 
Affairs Department of the 
Duma (Russian Parlia- 
ment) Ramadan Abdul 
Latif Saturday expressed 
his country’s desire to 
strengthen ties with Jor- 
dan in parliamentary 
affairs. 

During a meeting with 
Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi, the Russian parlia- 
mentarian confirmed that 
his department was look- 
ing to the Jordanian Par- 
liament to act as an inter- 
mediary in furthering 
channels of cooperation 
with other Arab parlia- 
ments. 

Mr. Abdul Latif 
described the Middle East 
peace process as a major 
component of Russia's 


foreign policy. 

Russia is determined to 
fulfil its role of full part- 
ner and co-sponsor to the 
peace process 

The two sides also 
reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions and issues of com- 
mon concern. 

Jordan looks to Russia to 
play a key role in estab- 
lishing a just and lasting 
regional peace as it is co- 
sponsoring the peace 
process with the United 
States, Mr. Lawzi said. 

Jordan is pursuing all 
efforts to achieve a just 
and comprehensive peace, 
according to the speaker, 
and is also anticipating 
stronger relations with 
Russia in cultural! scien- 
tific, economic and tech- 
nological fields. 


Jordan to participate 
in urban seminar 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to participate in the eleventh 
meeting of the Arab Cities Organisation (ACO). due to 
open in Tunis this week, to discuss urban organisational 
strategies for the 21st century. 

Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan Saturday described the conference 
as focusing on developments in the social, economic and 
cultural arenas of Arab cities and their effects on residents 
therein. 

Mr. Kreishan will leave for Tunis Sunday at the head of a 
Jordanian delegation to the meeting. 

He will deliver Jordan’s address, outlining development 
in the Kingdom's cities as well os progress realised under 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Head of the Local Councils Department at the Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment 
Basera Khatib stated that the conference would also review 
a report, organised by the department's secretary general 
and another by the ACO Fund which provides loans to 
Arab cities. 

New progressive alliance... 


(Continued from page 1) 
alliance. 

However, “we expea to 
obtain a considerable number 
of seats,” be said, without elab- 
orating. 

In the 1993 general elec- 
tions, Mr Masri alone won 
nearly 9,000 votes in Amman’s 
third district, while the Pro- 
gressive Democratic Alliance 
he was beading in the 12th Par- 
liament counted 22 deputies, 
five men stronger than die 1AF, 
which had 17 representatives 
in the same leg is l ature . 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times earlier this month, 
Mr. Masri said he was working 
to establish a permanent front, 
with objectives reaching 
beyond mere electoral purpos- 
es. 

“Our taiga is not the elec- 
tions, but a permanent alliance, 
and our objectives are too 
important for us to rush into 
anything,” he told the Jordan 
limes. At the time, it seemed 
some obstacles were laying in 
the way of the establishment of 
the projected progressive 
coalition: ‘There is no harmo- 
ny .among the parties dis- 
cussing such a unified bloc.” 
Mr. Masri conceded, pointing 
to a “problem of individuals, 
political lines and behaviours.” 

He was most likely referring 
to some statements issued to 
the Arabic press at the very 

of a partner in building just 
and durable peace.” 

On Iraq. King Hussein 
said: “We are all concerned 
over the sufferings of the 
Iraqi people and Iraq’s sover- 
eignty and territorial integri- 
ty. We hope that the situation 
will end soon and Iraq will 
return to the Arab fold. This 
is what we hope for. But 
there must be a dialogue to 
lead to the required results.” 

Asked if there were 
prospects for a meeting with 
the Syrian President, he said: 
“President Assad is a brother 
and a friend. We are in con- 
stant contact with him and if 
there is a need for a meeting 
we will meet because there is 
no problem standing in die 
way.” 

The King and the president 
first had a closed-door meet- 
ing and then they were joined 
by officials at both sides. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir Mutawi 
said after the meeting that the 
King and the Egyptian presi- 
dent underlined the need to 
activate the Jordanian-Egypt- 


beginning of May by leftist 
Zarqa Deputy Bassam Had- 
rfadin, who reportedly 
announced the progressive 
coalition as a ‘fait accompli.’ 

“Nobody should claim that a 
coalition has already materi- 
alised.'' Mr. Masri commented 
declining to elaborate any fur- 
ther. 

However, “There are no 
obstacles any more,” Dr. Abu 
Hassan said yesterday, “and 
we have already reached the 
point where we ail share the 
same political positions and 
ideas.” At the fourth annual 
conference of A1 Mustaqbal. 
held also yesterday and enti- 
tled “One Front To Protect 
Democracy.” Messrs. Masri, 
Obeidat and Madanat were sit- 
ting next to Mr. Arar. at the 
conference table. More than 
500 people attended the event, 
which focused on ways to 
react to the hard-line policies 
of the current Likud govern- 
ment of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, with 
calls for the complete Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, the West Bank and the 
Holy City of Jerusalem, as 
well as, on the internal front, 
on recent governmental mea- 
sures affecting democracy and 
freedom. 

“One could say wc have 
already readied the pre-union 
stage,” Dr. Abu Hassan con- 
cluded. 

ian higher committee which 
will be held next month. 

The minister also 

announced that Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 

colled the two leaders by 
telephone during their meet- 
ing and discussed issues fac- 
ing the peace process and the 
latest developments on the 

PaJestinian-isrueli track. 

According to Dr. Mutawi, 
King Hussein and president 
Mubarak also discussed the 
latest developments in north- 
ern Iraq and they expressed 
their full support for Iraq’s 
unity voicing hope that the 
current military operations 
there would not harm Iraq's 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. 

He said that the two leaders 
explored ideas to end the 
U.N. embargo on Iraq and 
facilitating the flow of goods 
to the Iraqi people. They both 
called for strenuous efforts to 
end the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 


Mr. Abdul Latif. accom- 
panied by an official dele- 
gation on his three-day 
visit to Jordan, later met 
with Lower House Speak- 
er Saad Hayel Srour and 
the two discussed Jordan- 
ian-Russian parliamentary 
cooperation and called for 
the further promotion of 
these relations. 

Jordan hopes that Russia 
will play a stronger role in 
the peace process at a time 
when Israel is displaying 
an obdurate stand i n 
regards to the implemen- 
tation of the peace 
requirements and, there- 
fore. obstructing the peace 
process. Mr. Srour said. 

Russia must persuade 
Israel to abolish its mea- 
sures and illegal plans for 
settlements in both Arab 


east Jerusalem and other 
occupied territories, he 
added. 

Mr. Srour also urged 
Russia to help end the 
U.N. embargo of Iraq 
which, he said, has now 
implemented all U.N. res- 
olutions and complied 
with the world communi- 
ty's demands. 

He voiced Jordan's con- 
cern over the Turkish inva- 
sion of northern Iraq, 
stressing that Jordan total- 
ly rejects any interference 
in Iraq's internal affairs. 

Moscow is keen on lilt- 
ing the embargo on Iraq 
and ending its people's 
sufferings and has recent- 
ly made moves to achieve 
that goal. Mr. Abdul Latif 
responded. 


Editor of political party 
newspaper denied bail 


By Rana Hosseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The editor-in- 
chief of a political party 
newspaper, detained on 
libel charges Thursday, was 
Saturday denied bail, 
according to the Amman 
prosecutor. 

Osama Rantisi. editor-in- 
chief of The Jordan Peo- 
ple's Democratic Party. 
(Hashd ) was arrested at 
noon Thursday and ordered 
detained for two weeks by 
Amman Prosecutor Fuad 
Daradkeh, Mr. Rantisi's 
defence attorney told the 
Jordan Times. 

“The prosecutor rejected 
our request to free Mr. 
Rantisi on bail, and 1 am 
planning to appeal to the 
president of the Court of 
First Instance,’’ Defence 
Attorney Mahmoud Kayed 
affirmed. 

Mr. Rantisi. 30, was 
arrested in his office and 
formally charged with lack 
of accuracy and objectivity 
in reporting as well as slan- 
dering and tarnishing the 
image and dignity of indi- 
viduals. 

The lawsuit was filed by 
Jordan Hospital, after an 


article appeared in the May 
12 issue, alleging that the 
hospital had lost JD S mil- 
lion since its establishment 
three years ago. 

The article further alleges 
that Israeli investors visited 
the hospital and offered to 
cover hospital debts if they 
might become shareholders 
therein. 

A temporary Press and 
Publications Law. ratified 
by the government last 
week, introduced stringent 
new regulations in regards 
to news coverage as well as 
hefty fines and capital 
requirements, particularly 
for weekly newspapers. 

However. Prosecutor 
Daradkeh confirmed that 
Mr. Rantisi will be tried in 
strict accordance with the 
old Press and Publications 
Law, “as the article was 
published before the new 
temporary law was rati- 
fied.” 

According to Mr. Darad- 
keh. the case was trans- 
ferred to the Court of First 
Instance, which will set a 
date to begin hearing the 
case. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 

♦French play: “Mime et Tbysme” at the King Abdul- 
lah Gardens amphitheatre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

♦Spring Exhibition of Plastic Art 97 at Greater Amman 
Municipality, Ras Ai ’Ain. until June 30. 

* “One- of-a- Kind” artists' book exhibit, at the Ameri- 
can Centre. Abdoun, until June 25. 

* Fifth exhibition of electric, electronic, and engineer- 
ing industries at the Global Exhibit Centre, University 
Road, until May 26. 

* Works by Australian artists at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until May 30. 

* Works by Munir Al-Uboidi at Hamourabi Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5536098), until May 29. 

* Spring exhibition ‘97 entitled “Spring is Blooming" 
at the Jordan River Designs (Tel. 613061/2), until May 
31. 

* Works by Issam Tantawi at Alia Art Gallery. Jabal 
Amman, until May 29. 

* Display of caricature drawings by Imad Hajjaj at 
Balqa Art Gallery, Fuheis. until May 25- 


NIPPON KOEI CO., LTD. 

Congratulates 

His Majesty 
King Hussein 

and the people of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
ON 

THEIR INDEPENDENCE DAY 




Consulting Engineers 
President: Yuzo Imai 
5, Kojimachi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo, 102 Japan 
Tel: 03-5276-3303 
Fax: 03-5276-3090 
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Russia warns NATO 
over ex-Soviet states 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov warned NATO 
Saturday not to offer mem- 
bership to former Soviet 
republics but ruled out the 
use of force to prevent such a 
move. 

“We will not react now like 
we did in relations with 
Czechoslovakia in 1968. It is 
completely clear there will 
be no repetition of feaL" Mr. 
Primakov told a news con- 
ference. referring to the 
Soviet-led invasion which 
halted moves towards 
democracy. 

Mr. Primakov hailed the 
agreement which President 
Boris Yeltsin is due to sign 
with the leaders of the 16 
NATO countries in Paris 
Tuesday putting relations on 
a new footing after the end 
of the cold war. 

But he said the accord did 
not mean Russia approved of 
NATO's plans to expand 
eastwards and reiterated that 
Moscow would resist any 
attempts by NATO to lure in 
the countries which won 
independence when the 
Soviet Union collapsed in 
1991. 

“We are categorically 
against NATO taking in the 
republics of the former 
Soviet Union." said Mr. 
Primakov, who negotiated 
the agreement with the 
North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation (NATO). 

“We have the right to 
defend our interests, includ- 
ing developing our relations 
with the military alliance 


according to how it conducts 
its policy," he said, giving no 
details of how Russia might 
respond. 

Russia is anxious not to 
have NATO right on its 
doorstep and is particularly 
sensitive to any Western 
approaches to fellow Slav 
neighbour Ukraine and the 
Baltic states of Latvia, Li- 
thuania and Estonia. 

Lithuanian membership of 
the Western alliance could 
also mean Russia was com- 
pletely cut off by NATO 
members from its small en- 
clave of Kaliningrad, border- 
ing Lithuania and Poland. 

Poland. Hungary and the 
Czech Republic, which used 
to belong to the Soviet-led 
Warsaw Pact, are expected 
to be offered NATO mem- 
bership at an alliance sum- 
mit in Madrid in July. 
Romania and Slovenia also 
hope to be in the first wave 
of new entrants. 

The West has not ruled out 
that former Soviet republics 
could eventually join NATO. 

Despite his warnings over 
the former Soviet republics. 
Mr. Primakov said he did not 
want to cast doubts over the 
Russia- NATO accord before 
it was even signed. 

The agreement creates a 
joint council between the 
two sides to give Moscow a 
say in matters directly affect- 
ing its security. 

Moscow says it also offers 
binding guarantees that 
NATO wifi not build up its 
forces on the territory of new 
members and that the 


alliance will not base nu- 
clear weapons there. 

“The document is a unique 
breakthrough in relations 
between Russia and NATO," 
Mr. Primakov said. 

He dismissed criticism by 
Communists and nationalists 
that he sold out Russian 
national interests in the ne- 
gotiations, saying it was 
foolish to debate who had 
won or lost. 

“This is not a football 

match. Reason won, every- 
body won," he said. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Commission’s top envoy to 
Seoul said Saturday, a day 
after the commission an- 
nounced a huge food aid 
package, that the situation in 
North Korea is “very explo- 
sive." 

“The situation is very 
explosive," Tue Rohrsted 
told a news conference. 
“Nobody knows whether it 
will explode or implode." 

“There are clear signs of 
malnutrition, particularly 
among children,” he said. 
There was a “crying need” 
for help for the elderly, and 
many hospitals had been 
forced to close as health care 
workers focused on their 
own survival. 

“There’s no medicine, no 
drugs, no food,” said Mr. 
Rohrsted, who heads the de- 
legation of the European 
Commission in Seoul. 

On Friday, the European 
Commission said it was 
sending 155,000 tonnes of 
food worth 46.3 million 
ECUs ($53.2 million) to 


North Korea, including rice, 
maize and vegetable oils. 

This followed an agree- 
ment by the European Union 
Thursday to join an interna- 
tional consortium wotting to 
dismantle North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons programme 
by supplying the country 
with relatively safe nuclear 
reactors and interim fuel 
supplies. 

By throwing its weight 

behind international food 

appeals and the nuclear ini- 
tiative, the EU was sig- 
nalling a new engagement 
with Asia, Mr. Rohrsted said. 

“The European Union has 
clearly signified that our 
relations with Asia are not 
only commercial and eco- 
nomic, they are also of a 
political nature," he said. 

“We want to make our con- 
tribution to stability and 
peace on the Korean penin- 
sula and North East Asia and 
other trouble spots in Asia.” 

An EU investigation team 
in March visited three 
kindergartens in North Ko- 
rean cities unaffected by 
floods in 1995 and 1996. It 
found 20 per cent of children 
under five were malnour- 
ished, and three toddlers 
were “in an advanced state 
of malnourishment," Mr. 
Rohrsted said. 

“The S talinis t system can- 
not feed its people," he said, 
stressing that floods had 
simply exacerbated a prob- 
lem caused by disastrous 
agricultural policies. “It will 
be necessary to implement 
drastic reforms,” he said. 


Chirac set to win French vote 
but polls show lead narrowing 


PARIS < AFP) — Some 39 
million French voters go to 
the polls Sunday in the first 
round of general elections 
with surveys showing a nar- 
rowing lead for President 
Jacques Chirac's risky gam- 
ble to clinch a conservative 
majority in parliament until 
the year 2002. 

While the Paris Bourse 
has already given a re- 
sounding vote for the presi- 
dent. the franc hiccuped late 
Friday as dealers awaited 
the ballot, and a poll re- 
leased Saturday just 24 
hours before the vote tipped 
victory for the ruling centre- 
right, but with a decreasing 
lead over the opposition 
left. 

The Ipsos polling institute 
Saturday gave the Conser- 
vatives a 43-seat majority in 
the 577-seat National As- 
sembly, or Lower House of 
Parliament, up for election 
in the two-stage vote May 
25 and June 1. 

That figure was slightly 
down on a poll the previous 
day by the same institute for 
the Daily Telegraph, which 
saw a 5 1 -scat majority for 
the right over the opposition 
coalition. 

Mr. Chirac called the elec- 
tion 10 months ahead of 
schedule saying he needed a 
fresh mandate to push 
through austerity measures 
allowing France to meet the 
criteria for European 
Monetary Union. 

A left-wing victory over 
the next two weekends 
would mean "cohabitation,” 
with the conservative Gaul- 
list president having ''to 
share power with Socialist 
leader Lionel Jospin as 
prime minister of a govern- 
ment in which his Commu- 
nist allies would have port- 
folios. 

"Anything is possible," 
headlined the Saturday edi- 
tion of the popular Le 


Parisien daily, while the 
conservative Le Figaro pre- 
dicted “a tough battle” and 
the centrist Liberation won- 
dered whether it would be a 
"surprise vote.” 

In late end-week trading, 
the franc slipped to 3.37 
mark before recovering 
over worries “that narrow 
results between the right 
and the left could cause a 
volatile, nervous market 
Monday." trader Karine 
Lenoir said. 

The bourse meanwhile 
has put on an optimistic 
9.05 per cent gain over the 
past four weeks in spite of 
the uncertainties of the elec- 
tion campaign. 

The latest Ipsos poll cred- 
ited the ruling Conserva- 
tives with 3S per cent in the 
first round of the two-stage 
vote and 37.5 per cent to the 
left. 

Forecasting seats after the 
final run-off June 1, Ipsos 
said the Rally For the 
Republic (RPR) and Union 
for French Democracy 
(UDF) would win 309 seats 
while the Socialist Party 
would win 240 and the 
Communists 26. 

It also forecast 14.5 per 
cent for the ultra right Na- 
tional Front, giving it two 
seats in the lower house of 
the parliament. 

Abstention was down to 
32 per cent from 35 in what 
has been a lacklustre cam- 
paign. 

Under French law. opin- 
ion polls cannot be pub- 
lished in France a week 
before the first round of the 
election Sunday. Round two 
is on June 1. 

But pollsters and news 
media have used the Inter- 
net to duck around the rules. 

Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe took a cautious line 
ahcid of the vote, saying 
the first round of voting 
would be hard to interpret 


because of the number of 
-candidates and it was-neces- 
saxy to “mobilise now” for 
the second round. 

He predicted a wide "dis- 
persal of votes” in Sunday’s 
first round that would leave 
no clear indication of the. 
election's ultimate direc- 
tion. 

Asked by a listener to 
commit himself not to be 
the next prime minister in 
case of a conservative victo- 
ry, Mr. Juppe, who is deeply 
unpopular, said the choice 
of prime minister was 
entirely up to Mr. Chirac. 

Meanwhile, members of 
the far-right National Front 
clashed with anti-racist pro- 
testers in the town of 
Vitrolles. two days before 
the French vote Id parlia- 
mentary elections. 

The National Front and 
the protesters blamed each 
other for the brawl in which 
the front said Claude 
Bourges. an aide to the sou- 
thern town's front mayor, 
was injured in the jaw and 
taken to hospital. 

Police intervened when 
fighting broke out in Vit- 
rolles' open-air market bet- 
ween members of the front 
and militants of the group 
"Ras Le Front" (Enough of 
the Front). Both sides had 
been distributing leaflets 
ahead of Sunday's first 
round of France's parlia- 
mentary election. 

The rightists included 
deputy party leader Bruno 
Megret. whose wife Ca- 
therine was elected mayor 
this year to make Vitrolles 
the fourth town in France in 
the hands of Jean-Marie Le 
Pen's anti-immigrant party’. 

Mr. Megret said his wife 
had filed lawsuits against 
the head of the SOS Racism 
group. Fode Sylla, and oth- 
ers for inciting the violence 
in the town of 40.000. 


Train carrying gas and acid 
derails near San Francisco 

SAN FRANCISCO <R) — At least 19 cars 
of a train carrying gas residue and corrosive 
acid derailed late Friday near Martinez. 

California, forcing the evacuation of some 
homes in the area, authorities said. 

Fire and Sheriffs Department officials at 
the scene said residents were being evacu- 
ated within a half-mile of the accident as a 
precaution. 

PGE Corp.'s Pacific Gas and Electric Co. 

Said it was asked by local authorities to cm 
off gas and electric service to homes in the 
immediate area. 


“They don't want any possible source of 
ignition,” PGE spokesman Lyle Lafaver 
said. 

There were no immediate reports of 
injuries or leaks and the cause of the derail- 
ment was not immediately known. 

The accident occurred at about 5:30 pjn. 
local time/8:30 p.m. edt (0030 GMT 
Saturday) abom40 kilometres northeast of 
San Francisco. The two-locomotive, 60-car 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe freight train 
was travelling to nearby Richmond, 
California, when it jumped the tracks. 


Colombia’s 
Samper 
snubs U.S. 
at ceremony 

MARIQUITA,- Colombia 
(R) — President Ernesto 
Samper Friday snubbed 
Washington at a ceremony 
supposedly highlighting 
close U.S.-CoIombian co- 
operation in the war against 
drugs. 

The ceremony, at an air 
force base on the outskirts 
of this town in an Andean 
Mountain valley northwest 
of Bogota, marked the for- 
mal handover of 12 UH-1H 
"Huey” helicopters donat- 
ed by LTmted States to sup- 
port anti -narcotics opera- 
tions by Colombia's Na- 
tional Police. 

It also marked the formal 
opening here of a U.S.- 
backed police aviation 
school and training base, 
which will specialise in 
instructing police and air 
force pilots across Latin 
America in countemar- 
cotics operations, including 
the aerial spraying of illicit 
drug crops. 

“The inauguration of this 
base is a symbol of the con- 
tinuing cooperation in the 
fight against drugs between 
the United States and Co- 
lombia," an upbeat U.S. 
Ambassador Myles Fre- 
chette, who was at the cer- 
emony. told reporters. 

“We contributed a lot to 
the construction of this 
base,” he said, noting that 
Washington provided S5 
million of the estimated $7 
million needed to build the 
sprawling 47 acre (19 
hectare) facility. 

Bul Mr. Samper, making 
one of his first public appea- 
rances with Mr. Frechette 
since Washington "decerti- 
fied” Colombia's anti-drug 
efforts fora second consecu- 
tive year in February, avoid- 
ed thanking Mr. Frechette or 
the United States in general 
in a speech inaugurating the 
training base. 

He iso avoided shaking 
the U.S. envoy’s hand or 
sitting within more than six 
chairs of him on the podium 
set up for the ceremony. 

However, Mr. Samper 
did take a thinly veiled 
swipe at the United States, 
which is the world’s big- 
gest consumer of illegal 
drugs. 

“We have the moral right 
to ask other countries to do 
their part (in the drug war) 
by stopping the level of 
drug consumption,” Mr. 
Samper said. 



Peru’s President Alberto Fujimori (left) waves as he walks beside Bangladesh 
President Shahabuddin Ahmed (centre) and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina after his 
arrival in Dhaka, Saturday, for a two-day visit (Reuter photo) 

Peruvian president begins 
Bangladesh visit amid protests 


DHAKA (AFP) — Pe- 
ruvian President Alberto 
Fujimori arrived here Sa- 
turday, 20 minutes later 
than scheduled, as several 
groups staged demonstra- 
tions against his two-day 
visit, the first by a South 
American leader. 

A large police contingent 
armed with guns and tear- 
gas blocked more than 200 
activists of the leftwing 
Ganatantrik Chatra Union 
near the Shahabagh area, 
close to the Dhaka Sheraton 
Hotel where Mr. Fujimori 
was staying. 

A second protest by a stu- 
dent group called the "Jati- 
ya Chatra Dal," another 
leftwing group, were also 
blocked short of the hotel 
by police, who have been 
put on alert, officials said. 

The protestors carried 
placards and shouted slo- 
gans: ’Imperialist Fujimori 
go back” and “Down with 
U.S. imperialism and his 
puppet — go back fascist 
killer Fujimori." 

The groups were protest- 
ing Fujimori's decision to . 
use troops to storm . the j. 
Japanese ambassador's resi- 
dence in Lima on April 22 
and free 72 hostages held by 


rebels. 

All the 14 rebels from die 
Tupac Amaru Revolutiona- 
ry Movement (MRTA), two 
troops and one hostage died 
in the lightening raid. 

Hours before his arrival, 
Rashed Khan Menon of die 
left wing Workers' Party 
criticised plans to extend a 
“grand welcome” to Mr. 
Fujimori, saying no democ- 
ratic country could support 
the "murder” carried out in 
the name of releasing hos- 
tages at the Japanese am- 
bassador's residence. 

“Fujimori is a dictator,” 
he said in a statement pub- 
lished here Saturday. 

In a statement faxed to 
AFP, the hitherto unknown 
“Liaison Committee of Re- 
volutionaries, Bangladesh.” 
described Mr. Fujimori as a 
“killer, a fascist, an autocrat 
and an imperialist agent." 

“A protest and procession 
will be held ... against the 
visit,” the statement signed 
by its coordinator Faiezul 
Hakim said. 

Bangladesh President 
Shahabuddin . Ahmad was 
the first to greet Mr. 
Fujimori at the airport, fol- 
lowed by Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed and 


several senior members of 
her cabinet 

The Peruvian leader, who 
was forced to delay his 
departure from Lima 
because of a bomb threat 
was scheduled to arrive in 
Dhaka at 1230 p.m. (0630 
GMT) but the aircraft carry- 
ing him landed at 1250 
p.m., airport officials said 

Mr. Fujimori, accompa- 
nied by 39 business leaders, 
government officials, repor- 
ters and his security detail, 
is due to hold talks with 
Bangladeshi leaders to ex- 
pand bilateral trade and 
cooperation before travel- 
ling onto India Sunday. 

Dhaka streets have been 
decorated with the national 
flags of the two countries 
and police have been posted 
across this overcrowded 
capital of eight milli on peo- 
ple. 

Bangladesh was among 
the first countries to app- 
rove Mr. Fujimori’s action 
to free the hostages, saying 
the government “abhors any 
kind of violence or intimi- 
dation to register a view- 
point and therefore, it is nat- 
ural we received the news 
of the end of the crisis with 
a great sense of relief.” 


Dhaka boosts cyclone relief efforts 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
stepped up relief work on 
islands and coastal districts 
where a cyclone and subse- 
quent disease have killed at 
least 111 people, officials 
said Saturday. 

They said the death toll 
from Monday's cyclone re- 
mained at 105 but six deaths 
had been caused by a ' 
spreading diarrhoea epi- 
demic that bad already 
affected 5.000 people. 

Newspaper reporters said 
after visiting affected areas 
that at least 20 people had 
died of diarrhoea! diseases 
and more than 20,000 peo- 
ple were suffering. 

"At least 2,000 patients 
have been admitted in hos- 
pitals in Chittagong and 
Cox’s Bazar » districts 
alone,” said Nizamuddin 
Ahmad, editor of tbe Chitta- 
gong-based private BNA 


news agency. 

"The government is trying 
very hard to prevent the dis- 
ease but doctors say the loss 
of lives will rise," he saicL 

Kali Pada. health officer 
on Kutubdia Island, told 
reporters Saturday that at 
least 90 diarrhoea patients 
were admitted to local clin- 
ics Friday alone. 

The cyclone blowing in 
from tbe Bay of Bengal at 
200 kph (125 mph) ravaged 
much of the country's flat 
coastline Monday, but 
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha- 
sina said the loss of lives 
and property was much less 
than feared. 

Fishing community sour 
ces said Saturday some 600 
fishermen missing at sea for 
five days had yet to return. 
"Many of them may have 
drowned although we still 
hope they will come back 


alive,” one community lea 
dersaid. 

The prime minister has 
asked officials and leaders 
of her Awami League party 
to ensure that relief supplies 
reach fee afflicted millions 
faster, officials said Satur- 
day. 

The government said it 
would not seek internation- 
al aid for fee cyclone sur- 
vivors but would accept any 
voluntary offers. 

The U.S. government has 
offered $25,000 in immedi- 
ate assistance, said an 
American embassy state- 
ment published in newspa- 
pers Saturday. 

Low-lying Bangladesh is 
vulnerable to cyclones. The 
country’s worst storm in 
1991 killed at least 138.000 
people and left millions 
homeless. 


Burmese opposition says 
junta holds 192 members 


BANGKOK (R) — The 
number of Burmese opposi- 
tion National League for 
Democracy (NLD) mem- 
bers detained by fee mili- 
tary government ahead of a 
planned party meeting has 
risen to 192, a senior NLD 
official said Saturday. 

But a government spokes- 
man contacted by Reuters 
again denied there had been 
any detentions and asked 
fee NLD, headed by opposi- 
tion leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi, to prove its charges. 

The NLD official said by 
telephone from Rangoon 
that of fee total held about 
60 were NLD members of 
parliament elected in fee 
1990 general election while 
fee rest were party leaders 
at township and other lev- 
els. 

“Today we received mes- 
sages feat a total of 192 
members have been de- 
tained at home or confined 
at specific places all over 
fee country.” said fee offi- 
cial by telephone from Ran- 
goon. 


Despite the detentions, 
other senior NLD members 
who managed to reach fee 
party headquarters in Ran- 
goon had discussed its polit- 
ical. economic, legal and 
justice reports as planned 
ahead of a general meeting 
set for May 27-28. 

The party gathering is 
planned to coincide wife fee 
seventh anniversary of the 
NLD's landslide 1990 elec- 
tion victory which fee rul- 
ing State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC) never recognised 

The NLD has had few 
opportunities to gather in a 
large group since it won the 
1990 election, as fee mili- 
tary has thwarted previous 
attempts. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was not 
available for comment. 

“Even if fee planned 
meeting is stopped by fee 
authorities on feat day. we 
have agreement among 
senior party members on fee 
issues we planned to dis- 
cuss, and that will do," fee 
NLD official said 


He expected a quiet week- 
end for the NLD as most 
members had completed 
their party business over fee 
past few days in Rangoon 
and were waiting to see if 
they could hold their party 
gathering at Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
house. 

But the government 
spokesman said the opposi- 
tion was fabricating the 
detentions. 

“This is not true. No one 
has been detained If they 
can tell us exactly who is 
detained and where, then 
the real story can unravel. 
Tomorrow they will say 300 
detained” he added. 

Earlier this week, the gov- 
ernment said some NLD 
members had been request- 
ed local authorities to 
refrain from acting in a way 
as to create chaos in fee 
country. 

The spokesman said so far 
the NLD had noi sought 
permission to hold its 
planned May 27-28 gather- 
ing. 


Albanian 
government 
urges 
lifting of 
emergency 

TIRANA (AFP) — The 
Albanian government has 
called on President Sali 
Berisha to lift a state of 
emergency imposed mot 
than two months ago toput 
down rioting over failed 
investment schemes, 

“The lifting of fee state of 
emergency is necessary to 
restore an atmosphere 
compatible with holding 
elections on June 29,” said 
Prime Minister Bashkim 
fino. 

Mr. Berisha. who is held 
responsible for the finan- 
cial collapse by those who 
lost their savings in the 
bogus schemes, imposed 
the state of emergency cm 
March 2 after ordering 
civilians to surrender wea- 
pons looted from army bar- 
racks. Mr. fino gave the 
president the draft of a 
decree lifting the emer- 
gency. The government of 
national reconciliation had 
earlier approved the draft au 
the instigation of opposi- 
tion political parties. 

The emergency was 
imposed after six weeks of 
anti-government demon- 
strations which boiled over 
into open rebellion. . Public 
buildings were looted and 
set on fire, arms depots and 
barracks were ransacked in 
an orgy of violence which 
devastated infrastructure 
and left fee country in 
chaos. 

More than 1,200 people 
have been shot dead since 
the violence erupted. 

On Friday, six policemen 
were killed and eight others 
were wounded when they 
were ambushed by a group 
of gunmen at Cerrik 50 
kilometres south of Tirana. 

Special forces had been 
sent to Cenik to try tc£ 
wrest control of fee local 
prefecture from the armed 
group. 

Meanwhile the Italian- 
led Multinational Protec- 
tion Force (MPF) in Al- 
bania Friday turned down a 
request from fee govern- 
ment to man frontier posts 
deserted by customs agents 
and maintain security on 
the country’s main roads, 
the Albanian News Agency 
(ATAj reported. 

Mr. Fino made the 
request in talks with MPF 
commander Genera) Lucia- 
no Forlani. 

“General Forlani did not 
agree to the MPF guarding 
frontier posts and roads 
because these activities are 
not part of its mandate^ 


* 


ATA said, quoting MPF 
spokesman Giovanni Ber- 
nardi. 

Bur sources close to the 
MPF command said the 
multinational force would 
shortly extend its deploy- 
ment over the whole coun- 
try. 

“It is desirable for the 
MPF troops to be deployed 
even in the remotest 
regions of Albania," said 
Mr. Fino in a statement 
published by his press ser- 
vice after the meeting with 
Gen. Forlani. 

The government also 
urged “a more active in- 
volvement" on the part of 
fee MPF in fee legislative 
elections, notably with 
MPF soldiers present# 
polling centres. 

“A more active involve- 
ment of MPF troops in 
making safe the main roads 
and Albanian Customs 
Services would allow 8 
resumption of fee econom- 
ic activities the country so 
badly needs," Mr. Phio’ 5 
statement said. 

"We have not called ftff 
changes but for a .mm® 
flexible interpretation of 
the multinational fort# 5 
mandate in order to better 
adapt it to the reality w 
Albania,” Mr. Fino said-. 

The 6,000-strong MPF 
was sent to Albania top 1 ®; 
tect fee distribution^ -j 
humanitarian aid. 
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A man yells anti-American slogans in front of the U-S. embassy in Kinshasa. Hundreds of Tshisekedi followers 
chanted anti-Kabila slogans and called for the pullout of Rwandan troops from his Alliance of Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Congo (Reuter photo) 

Troops fire in air as Congo students protest 


KINSHASA ( R ) — Troops in Kinshasa fired in the air 
Saturday and packed demonstrators into trucks to break up 
a march by about 1,000 students from Kinshasa University 
protesting against self-proclaimed President Laurent 
Kabila’s new government. 

State-run radio said a rival demonstration in support of 
Democratic Republic of Congo leader Kabila was also 
planned for later Saturday. 

; j Most of the protesters panicked and scattered after two 
shots rang out. About 200 marched towards tbe 
Intercontinental Hotel where most leaders of Kabila's 
Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo 
(AFDL) stay. 

Troops then packed about 50 protesters into tracks and 
said they were taking them back to the campus, witnesses 
said.- 

“I am acting under orders,” said the troop commander, 
who called himself John. He said former soldiers of ousted 
President Mobutu Sese Seko’s army were among the pro- 
testers. 

About 50 other marchers were made to sit by the roadside 
with their hands on their heads, under heavy guard by sol- 
diers. 

Witnesses said soldiers confiscated film from foreign 
journalists covering the demonstration. 

The protest was the second in two days after Mr. Kabila 
excluded popular veteran opposition leader Etienne 
Tshisekedi from an incomplete government announced 
Thursday. Mr. Kabila also abolished the post of prime-min- 
ister — which Mr. Tshisekedi claims for himself on the 
, -basis of. a 1992 national conference, although he. was 
^sacked by Mr'Mobutu. " > r v * ; v- 

l# “ The. students! 'who begin tfieif demonstration in the work- 
ing class Maton'ge district waved palm branches as a sym- 
bol of peaceful protest and carried placards emblazoned 
with anti-Kabila and anti-Rwandan slogans. 

“We want the Rwandans to leave. Kabila has sold the 
country.” said medical student Henri Olenga. 

“Kabila must respect the Jaw and the choice of the people, 
Tshisekedi is our prime minister" said law student Jean- 
Claude Tshamala. 

The AFDL entered Kinshasa on May 17 after the flight of 
Mr. Mobutu, who dominated Africa's third largest country 
for more than three decades. 

The seven-month rebellion which was triggered by ethnic 
Tutsis demanding citizenship has received military assis- 
tance from Rwanda’s Tutsi-dominated army, Western intel- 
ligence sources and most Congolese people say. 


Mr. Kabila’s troops also fired shots in the air Friday in the 
capita] to rum back a demonstration by a few hundred of 
Mr. Tshisekedi ’s supporters. 

The march Saturday was much larger than an anti-Kabila 
demonstration Friday. 

There were also street protests in the southern mining 
region of the former Zaire, with demonstrators denouncing 
the new government marching in the streets of the diamond 
mining centre of Mbuji-Mayi, Mr. Tshisekedi’s central 
Kasai homeland Friday, residents said Saturday. 

“There were lots of people demonstrating and troops fired 
into the air to disperse them.” said one resident The exact 
number of demonstrators was unclear. 

Mbuji-Mayi was calm Saturday with businesses open. 

Pro-opposition newspapers expressed alarm at the defiant 
stand of the new rulers after Mr. Tshisekedi’s fanatical sup- 
porters took to the streets of the capital Friday. 

Mr. Kabila’s government said Friday that because his 
AFDL won the rebel war it had the right to decide the 
future. 

The Potentiel newspaper said the people of the new Con- 
go were dismayed and fearful of a return to dictatorship. 

“They see from the First political acts of the new rulers 
that we are heading towards a single party state." it said. 

“National opinion protests, and the legitimacy of the new 
president of the republic is already in question. Confidence 
is lost,” it said. 

After seven months of bush war to oust the cancer-strick- 
en Mobutu, Foreign Minister Bizima Karaha called on him 
to return home with the money he stashed abroad during his 
32 year rule, which the word “kleprocracy” was coined to 
'describe'. ' : ■ M 1 < . . • . '' 

“We are riot ready to fake nonsense from anyone for' what- 
ever reason, just to make sure people are happy. Liberty 
yes, but revolution first,” Mr. Karaha told a news confer- 
ence after Mr. Tshisekedi and his supporters denounced the 
alliance Friday. 

Mr. Tshisekedi was the most stubborn political opponent 
of Mr. Mobutu and has a fanatical following in Kasai and 
Kinshasa. 

Mr. Mobutu, weakened by cancer, arrived in Morocco 
Friday from Togo but an official in Rabat said Saturday he 
was expected to go on to France early next month. 

“President Mobutu, who was welcomed by Morocco for 
humanitarian reasons, is expected to leave for France as his 
final destination at the beginning of June unless there are 
complications in his health,” the official, who declined to 
be named, told Reuters. 


Rebels hit back at advancing Sri Lankan troops 
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COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan troops resumed an 
offensive against Tamil sep- 
aratists Saturday, meeting 
stiff resistance as they 
pushed deeper into northern 
rebel-held territory, the 
Defence Ministry and mili- 
.-■^Jary officials said. 

■ The drive restarted at first 
light Saturday after troops 
paused for about five days 
to strengthen gains they 
made in' a 14 'kilometres 
thrust into the rebels’ north- 
ern Wanni heartland. 

“Troops commenced the 
advance from the Omanthai 
area and confronted terror- 
ists in the area northeast of 
Omanthai.” a Defence Mi- 
nistry statement said. 

“Having overcome the 
resistance, troops continued 
to advance further,” the 
statement added. 

Military officials in the 
north told Reuters that 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 


Eelam (LTTE) rebels put up 
stiff resistance just north of 
Omanthai, slowing down 
troops with barrages of 
artillery and mortar fire. 

Two soldiers, including an 
officer, were killed in 
Saturday's fighting and 
more than 45 were wound- 
ed, they said. 

Casu alties suffered by the 
LTTE were not immediately 
known, but troops managed 
to inflict enough damange 
to the rebels to force them to 
pull back, the officials said. 

Troops captured Oman- 
thai, 14 kilometres north of 
the government-held town 
of Vavuniya, and Ne- 
dunkeni, 25 kilometre 
northeast of Vavuniya, last 
week after a two-pronged 
thrust into the mostly shrub- 
covered Wanni region. 

Some 20.000 troops 
backed by tanks, artillery 
and air cover launched 
“Operation Jaya Sikuni,” or 


“Sure Of Victory,” from 
Vavuniya on May 13 in a 
bid to open a supply route to 
the Jaffna peninsula, 100 
kilometres further north. 
Vavuniya lies 220 kilome- 
tres north of the capital 
Colom bo. 

The LTTE, fighting for an 
independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in mainly 
Sinhalese Sri Lanka's north 
and east, control vast 
swathes of land in the 
Wanni between Jaffna and 
Vavuniya. 

Government forces rely 
on air and sea links to sup- 
ply bases an d ci vilians in 
Jaffna, the LTTE's former 
would-be homeland brought 
back under government 
control one year ago. 

Military officials said up 
to 3.000 navy ground troops 
had been deployed in the 
Omanthai area to secure the 
region, allowing the army to 
resume its push north. 


Other military officials 
said the rebels had launched 
a drive to collect blood in 
the eastern Batticaloa dis- 
trict, 200 kilometres from 
Colombo. 

“It is quite possible the 
LTTE have moved their 
wounded, or plan to move 
their wounded from the 
fresh fighting, into the east 
for treatment,” an official 
said. 

According to Defence 
Ministry figures, 67 soldiers 
have been killed and 96 
wounded in the offensive up 
to Thursday. Hospital 
sources have said some 600 
soldiers had been wounded. 

The LTTE said 59 rebels 
had died in the fighting up 
to last Thursday. 

The government says 
more than 50.000 people 
have been killed in the eth- 
nic war, now in its 14th 
year. The LITE say the toll 
is higher. 
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Quebec leaders attacked in campaign ads 

^SAENT-HYACINTHE, Que- 
: *tc (R) — Canada’s French- 
speaking political leaders 
voiced anger Friday about a 
new preselection ad that 
suggested Quebec-born po- 
liticians did not have what it 
takes to keep Quebec from 
leaving Canada. 

“The suggestion that 
where you are bom should 
determine whether or not 
you should be prime minis- 
ter of the country is to say 
the least offensive.” a som- 
bre Jean Charest, leader of 
the Conservative Parry, told 
reporters in Ottawa. 

The ad, promoting the 
right-wing Reform Party, 
shows three French-speak- 
ing Canadian party leaders 
■ i- including Canadian 


prime minister and Liberal 
leader Jean Chretien - — 
along with Quebec premier 
and leading separatist Lu- 
cien Bouchard. 

As the ad calls for “a 
voice for all Canadians, not 
just Quebec politicians,” the 
images of the four Quebe- 
ckers are circled in red and 
then each face is crossed 
out. 

Canada has had Quebec 
prime ministers for 19 of 
the last 20 years — Quebec 
has a crucial one-quarter of 
the population — and Mr. 
Chretien led Canada in an 
October 1995 referendum 
thai Quebec sovereigntists 
lost by only one pomt 

Three of the five political 
leaders contesting the June 


2 election are from Quebec: 
Charest. Chretien and the 
leader of die separatist Bloc 
Quebecois, GilJes Duceppe. 

Aside from reform’s 
Preston Manning, from the 
west, the New Democratic 
Party's Alexa McDonough 
is the only non-Quebecker 
to lead a major political 
party in this campaign. 

“Mr. Manning is setting a 
veiy bad example,” the nor- 
mally upbeat Charest said, 
looking troubled. “He's 
sending a message here that 
one part of the country 
doesn’t count” 

Mr. Chretien declared in 
Niagara Falls: “I want to tell 
Mr. Manning that people 
don’t like his divisiveness,” 
Mr. Ma nnin g, who advo- 


cates decentralisation to 
please both Quebec and 
other provinces, contends 
the traditional parties have 
failed to devise a method to 
keep Canada together. 

“The separatists do dam- 
age by what they do. The 
old-line federalists do dam- 
age by what they do not do, 
the plan that they do not 
have, the alternative model 
they do not have, the strate- 
gies they do not have for the 
next referendum. 

“We’re saying each is 
equally dangerous in its 
own way to the unity of the 
country.” 

But Mr. Maiming — run- 
ning second in the polls out- 
side Quebec — has no voter 
base in Quebec. 


Dostum’s north Afghan 
town said fallen to foes 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The northern Afghan town of 
Shibarghan, a stronghold of opposition leader General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, fell to his opponents Saturday, a 
Pakistan-based Afghan news service said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) quoted sources in 
Afghanistan’s Taleban Islamic militia as saying the town, 
capital of Jozjan province, was captured by anti-Dostum 
forces led by Taleban leader Abdul Razzaq. governor of 
Herat. There was no immediate independent confirmation 
of the report. 

The report of Shibaighan's fall came hours after three jet 
fighters of Gen. Dostum's air force defected to his oppo- 
nents, and only a day after Western reporters visited the 
town to find it calm. 

The three aircraft were flown by deserters, defecting 
Major General Yussef Shah told reporters in the Afghan 
capital Kabul. 

Two planes — Soviet-built SU-22 fighter bombers — 
flew from Shibarghan to Maimana, capital of Faryab 
province, and one — an 139 Albatross jet trainer — was 
taken to Kabul. 

“We feared that Dostum was trying to dismantle 
Afghanistan. More planes are expected to come over.” Gen. 
Yussef, clean-shaven and wearing combat fatigues, told 
reporters gathered in the office of the head of the Taleban 
Air Force. 

Maimana is held by Gen. Dostum’s former foreign minis- 
ter and deputy. General Abdul Malik, who launched a revolt 
against Gen. Dostum Monday. 

“One of the pilots was Colonel General Hafeez. the head 
of (Dostum’s) air force. They bombed Shibarghan Air Base 
on their way out,” said Gen. Yussef. 

It was not possible to confirm the bombings or the defec- 
tions to Maimana. 

Gen. Yussef said Saturday’s defections meant that Gen. 
Dostum had lost more than a quarter of his air force. 

“Dostum had four SU-22s. three MiG-2 Is. and four 139s 
before today, now he has lost three of them,” he said. 

Gen. Yussef said the Taleban and their new ally. Gen. 
Malik, faced Gen. Dostum’s forces on a frontline some 15 
kilometres from Shibarghan. 

He said that Gen. Dostum’s forces still held the town of 
Sar-I-Pul, but that the Taleban forces were within two kilo- 
metres of the town. 

The opposition alliance led by Gen. Dostum, who has led 
the fight against the purist Islamic Taleban, was thrown into 
disarray by Gen. Malik's revolt Monday. 

The revolt broke an lS-month deadlock on the front line 
in Badghis province. 

The Taleban, who seized Kabul last September and con- 
trol most of Afghanistan, now command all of Badghis and 
its eastern neighbour Faryab and are making inroads into 
Sar-I-Pul province. 


Gen. Yusuf said Gen. Malik had defected because he "was 
paid by the Taleban and the 1SI.” Pakistan’s Inter Services 
Intelligence. 

Getting adversaries to switch sides with the help of offers 
of money is considered to be standard practice in 
Afghanistan, whose new rulers, the Taleban. are said to be 
afloat with Saudi funds. 

Pakistan is also said to be among the main backers of ihe 
Taleban. The Islamic “students" sprang out of religious 
schools based in the neighbouring country to the east.' 

Pakistan has indirectly welcomed the pai-Taleban upris- 
ing saying the new developments would lead to formation 
of a broadly representative government. 

The reports came as Amnesty International urged the 
Taleban not to execute Ismael Khan, a former governor of 
western Herat province arrested in northwestern Badghis 
province following the rebellion Monday. 

“There is a genuine fear that Ismael Khan may be ill- 
treated or even killed in the custody of the Taleban." the 
human rights group said in a statement faxed to Islamabad 
from London late Friday. 

The statement urged the Taleban authorities “not to sub- 
ject him to ill-treatment and not to execute him.” 

Repons quoting Taleban officials have said Mr. Khun would 
be tried by an Islamic court for killing "innocent” people. 

The Taleban hanged former Communist President 
Najibullah and his brother soon after taking Kabul on Sept. 
27 last year, accusing him of killing thousands of Afghans. 

The Taleban has summoned Afghans studying in Koranic 
schools in Pakistan to reinforce its forces in northern 
Afghanistan, a Taleban spokesman said Sarurday. 

The students will be sent to various active frontlines, the 
spokesman. Wakil Ahmad, told AFP. 

“A number of Afghan Taleban have corsscd the border 
and are on their way.” he said, without giving any figures. 

“Normally, we have called our students whenever we 
have needed them.” he said. 

Reports in Pakistani newspapers Saturday said hundreds 
of Taleban had gone to Afghanistan from religious schools 
in the country. 

The Taleban, who siezed Kabul in September last year, 
claim rhat their drive to capture the northern stronghold of 
Gen. Dostum has gained momentum. 

Sources here said the Taleban coming from Pakistan 
would also be deployed on the frontlines off key Shi bar 
Pass in central Afghanistan where the opposition Shiite 
Hezb-i-Wahdat had stalled a major Taleban offensive. 

The Taleban spokesman indicated that the fresh arrivals 
could also be used for military operations at Sulang on the 
main highway to the north, about 85 kilometres from 
Kabul. 

“Naturally we have to attack (rivals) from even' direc- 
tion.” the spokesman said. 


Violence 
mars end to 
Indonesian-" 
election 
campaign 

JAKARTA (R) — Rioters 
torched a top hotel and 
attacked churches on 
Borneo Island and four 
people died on Java on the 
final day of Indonesia's 
general election campaign 
Friday, residents and news 
reports said Saturday. 

The official Antara news 
agency said at least four 
people died in violence at 
Bangil in eastern Java. 

One resident contacted 
by phone said the four 
people were killed during 
a clash between supporters 
of the Muslim-oriented 
United Development Party 
(PPP) and security forces 
after the PPP attacked 
buddings in the town. 

The resident said police 
fired warning shots, but it 
was not clear exactly how 
they had died. Police de- 
clined to comment 

Antara said 32 people 
had been treated for knife 
wounds, cuts and bums 
during rioting in Ban jar- 
mas in, capital of south Ka- 
limantan province on the 
Indonesian side of Borneo. 

Residents in Banjarma- 
sin, a city of 400,000, said 
at least two people were 
killed but there was no 
immediate confirmation. 

They said the violence 
started with fighting bet- 
ween supporters of the rul- 
ing Golkar and the PPP on 
the last day of campaign- 
ing for next Thursday’s 
national and local elec- 
tions. 

The capital Jakarta and 
the satellite cities of Tan- 
gerang and Bekasi were 
also hit by street violence. 

Antara reported other 
disturbances in Java, Indo- 
nesia’s most populous is- 
land. at Solo and Sema- 
rang in the centre, Cirebon 
in the west as well as Ban- 
gil and Malang in the easL 
Ujung Pandang, capital of 
south Sulawesi province, 
also saw unrest. 

There were no reports of 
trouble through the spraw- 
ling archipelago of 200 
million people Saturday, 
the first day of a five-day 
cooling off period before 
the polls. 


North Korean defector Hwang’s 
wife and son under house arrest 


TOKYO (Agencies) — The wife of North 
Korea’s top ideologue Hwang Jang-Yop. 
now in rival South Korea, and' their'eldest 
son have been placed under house arresr in 
Pyongyang, a newspaper reported Saturday. 

The Stalinist state, which usually sends 
the families of defectors to concentration 
camps, may have taken such a modest mea- 
sure in order not to disrupt its overtures to 
the United Stares, the Asahi Shimbun daily 
said. 

Quoting an informed source in Tokyo, the 
influential daily also reported that Hwang’s 
two daughters were not facing any punitive 
measure. 

Mr. Hwang's wife. Pak Sung-Ok. was 
taken into custody by security agents 
immediately after her husband sought polit- 
ical asylum at the South Korean embassy in 
Beijing on Feb. 22 on his way back from a 
lecture (our in Japan, the source said. 

The son, Hwang Kyong-Mo, fled 
Pyongyang by his car toward Sinuju on the 
Chinese border after learning about his 
father's defection but he was caught on the 
way, the source said. 

Both of them have been since confined to 
Mr. Hwang’s house in Pyongyang, the 
newspaper quoted the source as saying. 

Mr. Hwang. 74, who was a secretary in 
the ruling Workers Party, arrived in Seoul a 
month ago after a stay in the Philippines. 
He is regarded as a potential information 
gold mine for the South about the secretive 
North. 

He has publicly appealed to Pyongyang to 
give up its dreams of uniting the two 
Koreas through war and to save its starving 
population. But Pyongyang’s mouthpiece 
media have written him off as a “mentally 
deranged common criminal." 

The source said Pyongyang, which is 
seeking to improve ties with Washington, 
has taken a “relatively moderate measure" 
against Mr. Hwang’s family to “head off 
criticism within the United States against 
human rights violations.” 

Analysts say Mr. Hwang’s defection has 
hit the psyche of the famine-hit totalitarian 
state bard not only because he was a main 
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architect of North Koreals,. all-embracing 
dogma of “Juche (self-reliance)” but also 
his links to the family of the late President 
Kim II-Sung. 

Mr. Hwang is known as a mentor of Mr. 
Kim’s eldest son and presumed successor 
Kim Jong-11 in the academic Field. 

His wife, who studied at Moscow 
University, once served as a rutor for the 
junior Kim's younger sister Kim Kyong- 
Hui, who heads an economic policy watch- 
dog department of the ruling party. 

Mr. Hwang’s eldest son. 33. is a 
researcher at the academy of Juche studies 
and is married to a niece of Kim Kyong- 
Hui’s husband Jang Song-Thaek. a key fig- 
ure in the party organisation. 

Meanwhile, the European Commission’s 
top envoy to Seoul said Sarurday. a day 
after the commission announced a huge 
food aid package, that the situation in North 
Korea is “very explosive." 

“The situation is very explosive." Tue 
Rohrsted told a news conference. “Nobody 
knows whether it will explode or implode." 

“There are clear signs of malnutrition, 
particularly among children." he said. 
There was a "crying need” for help for the 
elderly, and many hospitals had been forced 
to dose as health care workers focused on 
their own survival. 

"There’s no medicine, no drags, no food," 
said Mr. Rohrsted, w’ho heads the delega- 
tion of the European Commission in Seoul. 

On Friday, the European Commission 
said it was sending 155.000 tonnes of food 
worth 46.3 million ECUs 1S53.2 million) to 
North Korea, including rice, maize and 
vegetable oils. 

This followed an agreement by the 
European Union Thursday to join an inter- 
national consortium working to dismantle 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons programme 
by supplying the country with relatively 
safe nuclear reactors and interim fuel sup- 
plies. 

By throwing its weight behind interna- 
tional food appeals and the nuclear initia- 
tive. the EU was signalling a new engage- 
ment with Asia. Mr.' Rohrsted said. 


2 die in Dallas military helicopter crash 


HUTCHINS, Texas (R) — 
A U5. Marine Corps 
Super Cobra helicopter 
crashed and burst into 
flames near a south east 
Dallas school Friday, 
killing its two crew mem- 
bers, a Marine spokesman 
said. 

Witnesses and police 
said the Marine Corps 
AH1W helicopter narrow- 
ly missed at least one 
house as it went out of 
control and crashed into a 
field in the Dallas suburb 
of Hutchins. 

Names of the two crew 
members were not re- 
leased, pending notifica- 
tion of relatives, said Maj. 


Dave Lapan, of Marine 
Corps headquarters in 
Washington. 

Tbe aircraft was based 
at the Marine Corps Air 
Station in New River, 
N.C-, Maj. Lapan said in a 
telephone interview. 

Investigators were on 
the scene and others were 
en route to begin an inves- 
tigation Saturday, accord- 
ing to Maj. Lapan, who 
put the cost of the heli- 
copter at $10.7 million. 

Local residents reported 
hearing explosions sec- 
onds after the helicopter 
crashed. 

“The fire was so intense, 
no survivors could be dis- 


cerned,” police Lt. 
Charles Epperson said. 

Fire teams raced to the 
scene and put out the 
blaze as police sealed off 
the area less than 1.6 kilo- 
metres from the intersec- 
tion of two major high- 
ways. 

Witnesses said the heli- 
copter almost slammed in- 
to a house as it came down 
and credited the pilot with 
preventing a disaster. 

“It was right over the 
house so whoever was pi- 
loting it is a hero in my 
book because he could 
have killed us all,” local 
resident Velva Washburn 
said. 
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Searching for way out 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s talks with 
President Hosni Mubarak and tbe flurry of talks 
scheduled this week among Mideastern leaders 
reflect the urgency by which those leaders view the 
current status of the peace negotiations on the 
Pnlestinian-lsraeli track. President Mubarak came 
to Jordan to brier the King on the “Egyptian ini- 
tiative" to revive the peace process and to solicit 
his backing and his active involvement with both 
parties. 

Even though very' little is known about the 
Egyptian efforts to end the deadlock, the recent 
contacts between President Mubarak and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu appear to 
have succeeded in establishing a new base for 
resuming peace negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinian side. In preparation for the Sharm 
A I Sheikh meeting Tuesday between the Egyptian 
president and the Israeli prime minister, Egyptian 
officials are conducting high pitch talks in Israel to 
finalise an agreement on the agenda for the meet- 
ing. Cairo has recently floated the idea of freezing 
all Israeli settlement plans in Palestinian areas for 
at least six months during which final status talks 
could be started. Had Egypt not received a posi- 
tive signal from Israel, it is doubtful that President 
Mubarak would have consented to holding a sum- 
mit with the Israeli leader. 

It, therefore, appears that a compromise between 
the Palestinian and Israeli positions is now being 
ironed out by Egyptian envoy Osama A1 Baz. The 
fact that there is already an agreement to hold the 
Sharm AI Sheikh meeting suggests that sufficient 
progress has been already attained in tbe prepara- 
tory' talks. There is doubt then that King Hussein 
can lend valuable support to the ongoing efforts to 
end the stand-off between Israel and the 
Palestinians as President Mubarak indicated yes- 
terday. It was the King's personal intervention 
that rescued the tortuous negotiations on Hebron 
from imminent failure. A joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian effort at this critical juncture in the 
peace process would go a long way to convince 
Israel that its views on the fundamentals of peace 
need an urgent review and reconsideration. As 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel Martin Indyk recently 
remarked there is an urgent need to return to tbe 
core bargain of Oslo in order to save the process 
from disintegrating. That bargain, as had been 
translated by the previous Labour government of 
Israel and ratified by the recent party congress 
envisaged the emergence of a Palestinian state and 
a settlement in Jerusalem satisfactory for both 
peoples. What the current Israeli leadership did so 
far is change the rules of the game which subse- 
quently led to the current crisis. The Palestinian 
leadership feels, and rightly so, that if Mr. 
Netanyahu continued to pursue his policies, there 
is nothing to negotiate for. It is therefore up to the 
Israeli leader to convince them, and everybody 
else, that that is not the case. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER lor Al Ra*i daily Saturday welcomed repons 
.lhtHK a rapprochement between Svria and Iraq and the 
icopcniiie of their common border for travel and trade as 
a lung awaited step in the right direction. The visit of a 
Syrian trade team to Baehdnd last week and the conclu- 
miiii or se\er;il trade agreements are signs of the beginning 
of .1 new chapter in the two countries* relations, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. These repons coincide with a new 
Turkish invasion of northern Iraq, with Ankara declaring 
tii.il its intention is to stem the attacks on its territory by 
the Kurdistan Labour Parry. Mahmoud Rimawi pointed 
>»ui. Blit the Syrians and the Iraqis must have realised the 
danger posed in them by this invasion, which is backed by 
the U.S. ajtd Israel, the new- military ally of Ankara, and 
thus they are now joining hands in the face of this com- 
mon danger, he noted. The writer said that the lime has 
e*une for Syria to end the sanctions on Iraq b> opening its 
borders to its eastern neighbour and trying io persuade the 
Gulf states jnd Iran to follow suit in order to thwart the 
l'S. -backed Israeli -Turkish alliance which is aimed at 
besieging the Arab World and weakening its power in the 
face of Israel's continued aggression on the Arab Nation. 
By opening the border with Iraq. Syria would be reviving 
solidarity among Arab states, benefiting from trade with 
Baghdad and alleviating the sufferings of the Iraqi people, 
according to the writer. He said such a step is of para- 
mount importance at a time when the peace process is 
Iving wrecked and Israel is consolidating its hold on the 
occupied Syrian. Lebanese and Palestinian lands. 

TAHER AL Adwan. a writer for Al Arab Al Yawm daily, 
suggested that the Jordan Press Association and the gov- 
ernment open a dialogue to resolve the dispute which 
emerged after die introduction of the amendments to the 
Press'and Publications Law. He said that only through dia- 
logue and through the adoption of a code of honour by 
journalists can their problems be solved because such a 
code would serve as a guard against any breach of media 
ethics and can prevent further excesses on the pan of the 
weeklies. The writer said journalists were right to protest 
the introduction of the new amendments in the absence of 
Parliament and without any consultations with their asso- 
ciation and they were right to consider these amendments 
as drastically lowering the ceiling of public freedoms and 
free expression. At least the Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir Muiawi could have discussed 
the amendments with the journalists as a last resort, said 
the writer, because had he done that, none of the protests 
and the open disputes would have surfaced. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Jordan needs a nuclear plant for 


its needs of water and electric power 


LAST WEEK. Dr. Duraid Mahasneh, secretary general of 
the Jordan Valley Authority ( JVA) was talking to the press 
about the Red Sea-Dead Sea Canal as a project vital to 
supplying Jordan with energy and water. 

However. Jordanian official are offering discouraging 
figures regarding the cost of implementing the project, 
estimated to be in the order of $4 billion, which is almost 
double the estimate that was in circulation only two years 
ago. 

It is obvious that the Kingdom does not have that kind 
of money, and that the suggested astronomical figure is 
beyond the capacity of our domestic savings, as well as 
beyond our ability to borrow externally. Therefore, the 
implementation of the Read Sea-Dead Sea project 
becomes next to impossible under the current circum- 
stances. especially when the Palestinian side, which 
stands to benefit from part of the water produced by the 
project, is not in a position to actively participate or to 
contribute in any substantial manner towards its financ- 
ing. 

The Israeli side, on toe other hand, is not showing suffi- 
cient interest or enthusiasm towards the idea, and is said 


to be considering alternative options, such as building the 
canal from the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea with- 
out requiring the participation or the cooperation of nei- 
ther Jordan nor the Palestinian Authority. 

Under these circumstances, Jordan’s needs of water will 
continue to increase even after receiving the additional 
quantity of water which Israel is committed to supply to 
Jordan under the peace treaty and which amounts to no 
more than 5 per cent of the Kingdom's overall annual con- 
sumption of water. 

At the same time, Jordan's need of electricity is growing 
at rates much higher than the growth rates of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), this presenting the country with 
another strategic problem because there is no guarantee 
that toe Iraqi oil shipments will continue to flow for ever 
to Jordan at rebated prices, as has been the case for the 
past seven years. 

Therefore, Jordan must search for a large-scale source of 
water and energy, as the additional small dams which may 
be built here and there would not solve the water shortage 
problem, and continuing to generate electricity by using 
imported fuel may prove to be too costly in the near 


future. 

A possible alternative is nuclear technology, which can 
supply Jordan with all its present and future needs of ener- 
gy and, at the same time, help the process of desalinisa- 
tion of huge amounts of water and provide the necessary 
power to pump the water to the consumers. 

Jordan is also in real need of a nuclear reactor for peace- 
ful and scientific use. This project is long overdue. U.S. 
President Caner donated two nuclear reactors, to Egypt 
and Israel, on toe occasion of signing a peace treaty at 
Camp David Perhaps President Clinton could do the 
same and give Jordan a reactor for training and other 
peaceful purposes. 

I understand that a nuclear station in Aqaba, to generate 
electricity and help toe water desalinisation. is a costly 
project but it is worth studying, especially when such 
projects are eligible for long-term financing from toe 
World Bank. The study may find that nuclear power is toe 
most economical option to satisfy Jordan's present and 
future needs, to secure water and energy self-sufficiency 
at a reasonable cost and. perhaps, make Jordan an exporter 
of electricity. 


Euro-American alliance should deepen as it expands 


By Vaclav Havel 

PRAGUE — As I follow 
toe debate over whether 
NATO should be enlarged, I 
have toe strong sense that 
toe arguments are often 
purely mechanical, some- 
how missing toe real mean- 
ing of toe alliance. The 
process of expansion must 
be accompanied by some- 
thing much deeper: a 

refined definition of toe 
purpose, mission and iden- 
tity of NATO. 

The alliance should 
urgently remind itself that it 
is first and foremost an 
instrument of democracy to 
defend mutually held and 
created political and spiritu- 
al values. It must see itself 
not as a pact of nations 
ag ains t a more or less obvi- 
ous enemy, but as a guaran- 
tor of Euro- American civil- 
isation and thus as a pillar 
of global security. 

Yet toe arguments' of 
many participants in the 
NATO debate, especially 
those who oppose admitting 
new members, froze up 
somewhere in toe days of 
toe cold war. The subtle, 
instinctive transfer of the 
old way of thinking into the 
present is perhaps even 
more dangerous than toe 
endurance of the clearly 
anachronistic idea of two 
powerful systems at war. 


For decades, toe Soviet 
Union and toe Warsaw Pact 
were NATO's opponents. 
But toe threat was not dan- 
gerous because it was 
Russian. It was dangerous 
because it was Communist 
and totalitarian. 

Still, it would be prepos- 
terous to believe that after 
the fall of Communism and 
the dissolution of tbe 
Warsaw Pact, over which I 
presided in Prague, there 
were no longer threats to 
Euro-Atlantic values of 
freedom and democracy. 

The danger is not coming 
from the present govern- 
ment in Moscow. The real 
threats today are those such 
as local conflicts fuelled by 
aggressive nationalism, ter- 
rorism and the potential 
misuse of nuclear arms and 
other weapons of mass 
destruction. 

As tbe case of Bosnia has 
shown, NATO — with, 
American leadership — is 
the only consolidated force 
capable of effectively con- 
fronting such threats while 
offering other countries, 
including Russia, an oppor- 
tunity to cooperate in defus- 
ing them. 

Certain ways of thinking, 
which involve clinging to 
toe stereotypical image of a 
NATO-Russia dichotomy, 
keep us from being able to 
stand up to such threats. 


Some people simply want 
to continue fighting the cold 
war and consider the 
Russians their chief enemy; 
they see the threat of Russia 
as toe reason to enlarge 
NATO. 

Others, citing the end of 
the cold war, in effect think 
along toe same lines when 
they say, "‘Let's not enlarge 
NATO because it might irri- 
tate the Russians." or “Let's 
not enlarge NATO because 
Russia is not a threat any- 
more.” 

All of them have some- 
thing in common: their 
thinking is deeply rooted in 
the bipolar world of the 
past, and they grossly 
underestimate the variety of 
dangers that exist for 
democracy, peace and free- 
dom in the Euro-Atlantic 
region and elsewhere in the 
world. 

.If tins way pf thinking 
prev^ls. . piriCthe 

alliance into a hopelessly 
antiquated club of cold war 
veterans. 

Moreover, if NATO fails 
to live up to toe new pur- 
pose I am describing, it will 
encourage some countries 
— perhaps even including 
some inside toe alliance — 
to return to toe kind of 
unfortunate situation that 
existed before NATO, when 
toe most powerful nations 
divided Europe into spheres 


of influence and negotiated 
tbe regimes that would rule. 

History proves that such 
dealings with sovereign 
states, as if they were com- 
modities subject to trade, 
lead to conflict, as was 
painfully experienced by 
Czechoslovakia under tbe 
Munich agreement of 1938. 

For that reason, it will not 
work to have NATO’s 
enlargement decided by 
some kind of summit meet- 
ing of superpowers — 
selected NATO member 
states and Russia. This 
approach also contradicts 
NATO’s fundamental prin- 
ciple of full equality among 
members. 

That principle has enabled 
members of toe alliance to 
eliminate centuries-old con- 
flicts, developing and culti- 
vating common values in 
cooperation, thus producing 
greater stability. 

'The . opportunity to make 
decisions about common 
defence should- not be 
denied a priori to countries 
that have embraced and 
advanced Euro-American 
political and cultural val- 
ues. Some of toe candidates 
for NATO membership 
have undergone pain for the 
sake of these values and 
have proved willing to pro- 
tect them, as in the Gulf war 
and Bosnia. 

A security vacuum in 


Central Europe exists and 
could arouse unnecessary 
temptation among national- 
ists and those we suspect of 
nostalgia for power blocs 
and regional dominance. 

As 1 have said many 
times, if the West does not 
stabilise the East, toe East 
will destabilise toe West. If 
principles of democracy 
win in the East, the peace 
and stability of all Europe 
will be ensured. 

So NATO expansion 
should be perceived as a 
continuous process in 
which the nations of Central 
and Eastern Europe mature 
towards the meaning, val- 
ues and goals of the 
enlarged and revived 
alliance. 

Seven years ago, when I 
spoke before the U.S. 
Congress, 1 said that if the 
Americans wanted to help 
the Central Europeans, they 
should Srst of all help toe 
Soviet- Union. In ' principle 
this remains true. Many of 
NATO’s tasks could and 
should be undertaken with 
Russia as a partner. 

But such a partnership 
with Russia must not seek 
to restrict the sovereign 
rights of Central European 
countries or Russia’s neigh- 
bours to decide on member- 
ship in security organisa- 
tions. Nor must it restrict 
the alliance's decisions to 


act. 

An enlarged NATO 
should consider Russia a 
partner. A new democratic 
Russia and a revived NATO 
can actively and quite natu- t ) 
rally pursue constructive 
cooperation in solving con- 
crete paiblems. After alL 
they face common threats. 

Russia and NATO, for 
example, have an interest in 
preventing misuse of 
nuclear weapons. And there 
is always the possibility of 
new. not yet fully recog- 
nised tectonic cracks in toe 
security map of the world. 

But Russia is nonetheless 
a Eurasian superpower, so 
influential that it is hard to 
imagine that it could 
become an intrinsic pan of 
NATO without flooding the 
alliance with toe busy agen- 
da of Russian interests. 

Perhaps we have not yet 
progressed enough in 
redefining the mission and 
identity of NATO! I believe 
that expanding the alliance 
will be a step forward. Not 
only will it require serious % 
consideration of the pur- 
pose and meaning of the 
alliance, but there will be 
more of us to take pan in 
this reappraisal. 

The writer is president of 
the Czech Republic. The 
article above is reprinted 
from The New York Times. 


‘It will take another generation or two, 


but the old racist games are over ’ 


By G wynne Dyer 

JUST UNDER three-quar- 
ters of the present 
American population (73.1 
per cent) is classified as 
"non-Hispanic white" by 
toe U.S. Census Bureau. 
But within fifty years, it 
predicts, white Americans 
will be barely half the pop- 
ulation (52.S per cent): 
13.6 per cent of Americans 
will be black (about toe 
same as now). .Asians will 
double to 8.2 per cent, and 
most of toe rest will be 
Hispanic. 

The U.S. Census Bureau 
is almost certainly wrong. 
The man who has it right is 
Tiger Woods, toe 21 -year- 
old golfer who electrified 
toe United States by win- 
ning the Masters tourna- 
ment — and then outraged 
practically everybody by 
announcing on the Oprah 
Winfrey show that he does 
not see himself as “black." 
but as "Cablinasian". 

It is a word that describes 
what may be the largest 
American “race" by 2050: 
a mixed-race group in vari- 
ous shades of light brown 
that combines the genetic 
heritage of most major 
groups on toe planet. 
Canada promises to be an 
even more comprehensive 
mixture, and Australia and 
even Britain are moving in 
the same direction. 

Woods made toe word 
''Cablinasian'' up because 
he had no word to describe 
himself. His father had one 
white, one native Indian 
and two black grand-par- 


ents. and his mother was 
half Chinese, half Thai. 
"Growing up. I came up 
with this name — I am a 
Cablinasian," Woods 
explained — a mix of 
Caucasian, black. Indian 
and Asian. 

Sounds exotic. But in toe 
bean of toe “West." it is 
less exotic all toe time. 
Quite suddenly, the old 
racial barriers have 
dropped, and racial inter- 
marriage has taken off. 

In Britain, a stunning 30 
per cent of people of West 
Indian origin under toe age 
of thirty who are married 
or in a long-term relation- 
ship have a white partner. 
And public opinion sup- 
ports toe change: well over 
two thirds of Britons 
strongly disapproved of 
mixed marriages as recent- 
ly as 195S, while now just 
over a quarter would object 
even if close relatives were 
involved. 

The rate of inter-mar- 
riage is lower among 
British Asians, maybe 
because most of them are 
Muslims. Hindus or Sikhs 
for whom religious differ- 
ences are an extra barrier to 
inter-marriage. But just go 
into toe schools in big 
British cities and you can 
see the scale of the ethnic 
mixing that is happening 
— and this is in a country 
with only 7 per cent for- 
eign-bom in its population. 

In Canada, where 20 per 
cent of the population is 
foreign-bom. the process 
seems even more 
advanced. One Saturday 


night recently I stood on 
toe comer of Robson and 
Howe in downtown 
Vancouver and watched for 
a quarter-hour. I estimate 
that between a third and a 
quarter of the young cou- 
ples who passed by were 
mutii-racial. 

Tbe United States has far 
fewer recent immigrants 
(only 8 per cent of the pop- 
ulation is foreign-bom), 
and its unique past as toe 
only industrialised country 
where slavery was once a 
major domestic institution 
has cursed it with an obses- 
sion about race. But even 
in America, toe racial walls 
are breaking down. 

Only 4 per cent of U.S. 
marriages are inter- raciaL 
but that figure conceals a 
huge generational shift In 
tbe 40s and 50s. less than 2 
per cent of black men mar- 
ried white women. In the 
past decade, toe figure has 
soared to nearly 10 per 
cent. And other non-white 
Americans, who do not 
suffer the special prejudice 
that weighs on African- 
American descendants of 
former slaves, are now 
“marrying out” at a stag- 
gering rate. 

Some 60 per cent of 
Asian-born Americans in 
their 20s marry somebody 
of another race, and nearly 
70 per cent of native 
American Indians under 
toe age of 25 are doing toe 
same. “In recent years toe 
proportion of both men and 
women from all racial 
groups who "marry out’ has 
increased." concluded 


University of Michigan 
demographer Reynolds 
Farley in a study published 
last month. 

The “melting pot" is 
finally working, even in 
the U.S. Why? 

There are many previous 
examples of widespread 
racial mixing. Most people 
in northern India are 
descendants of long-ago 
unions between Aryan 
(white) invaders and the 
darker previous inhabi- 
tants. Many West Indian 
“blacks” (and most 
American “blacks") actual- 
ly cany the genes of for- 
mer slave-owners as well 
as former slaves. 


In South Africa, there is a 
whole people, toe 
Coloureds, who come from 
the mixing of Europeans, 
Malays (actually 

Indonesians), toe 

Bushman/Hottentot origi- 
nal inhabitants and black 
Africans, in the early days 
of toe Cape Colony. But all 
to esc cases of inter- mar- 
riage just led to the draw- 


ing of new distinctions, for 
they were all based on rela- 
tionships of unequal 
power. 

The caste system in India 
probably arose as a strate- 
gy for combating toe racial 
mixing that was undermin- 
ing toe conquerors* cohe- 
siveness and power — and 
over three thousand years 
later Indian newspapers 
still cany advertisements 
by people seeking spouses 
who are “light” in colour. 

In the West Indies, the 
class system is colour- 
coded even more sharp] v: 
Jamaica has yet to have" a 
prime minister who looks 
at all African. White 


America abolished toe ide- 
ological embarrassment of 
mixed-race people by 
adopting toe “one drop" 
principle: one-eighth 

African blood mad? yo U ^ 
jot seven-eighths 
European European, but 
"black". 

And the spectacularly 
complex ethno-cultural 
group that began to emerge 


in the Cape, 300 years ago, 
was aborted by dividing it 
on toe crude basis on skin 
colours: “white".# 

Afrikaans-speaking 
Protestants (who owned 
everything), and 

"coloured" Afrikaans- 
speaking Protestants and 
Muslims (who did what 
they were told). 

But toe current phenome- 
non is different because the 
new inter-racial links are 
voluntary and equal. The 
most significant bit of data 
about toe new inter-mar- 
riage is this: White 

American women who 
have served in toe U.S. 
armed forces are seven 
times more likely to many 
black American males than 
civilian white women. 

Why? In toe U.S. armed 
forces, almost uniquely in 
American society, a very 
large minority of blacks_ 
lives and works alongside . 
other races in a genuinely 
non-raci$t institutions- 
Since many blacks are 
long-service professionals, 
they also have high status. 
And that is ail it takes to 
overcome the centuries of 
prejudice. - - 

It was never really aboui 
colour. It was always about 
power. People like Tiger 
Woods, boro of inter-racial 
relationships in a society 
with egalitarian values, 
will not submit to being 
sorted by the shade of their 
skins. It will take another 
generation or two, but toe; 
old racist games are oyer 
— and the future is light 
brown. 

'4 


“Only 4 per cent of U.S. marriages 
are inter-racial, but that figure 
conceals a huge generational shift. 
In the 40s and 50s, less than 2 per 
cent of black men married white 
women. In the past decade, the fig- 
ure has soared to nearly 10 per 
cent.” F 
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favoured’ Indian dedicates himself to stamping out child exploitation 


By Andrew Hindle 
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FOR SOMEONE who is 
allocated a 24-hour armed 
guard from the Indian gov- 
ernment because of the 
almost daily threats to his 
^ life, Kailash Saryanhi 
seems remarkably at ease. 
A gently spoken man of 43, 
he has dedicated his life to 
the eradication of child 
slavey, an immense task 
given that he estimates that 
200 million children 
around the world are being 
deprived of their freedom, 
childhood, education and 
play by unscrupulous 
employers. 

A recent report by Christ- 
ian Aid has highlighted the 
plight of children in India, 
some as young as seven, 
who are employed in the 
making of sports goods for 
export. Boys of 10 were 
found to be working in tan- 
neries to produce leather 
for cricket and boxing 
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gloves; girls, including a 
blind girl of 11, were stitch- 
ing football and rugby balls 
for as little as I2p a day. 

A third of these goods are 
exported to Britain. Clare 
Short, the Secretary of 
State for Internationa] 
Development has said that 
she intends to strengthen 
British support for the 
.*£ ■ International Labour 

"''Organisation's 
international programme 
on eliminating child labour 
and for other, similar, pro- 
grammes. Kailash Sat- 
yarthi's South Asian Coali- 
tion on Child Servitude 
(SACCS) is one such pro- 
gramme, dedicated to res- 
cuing child labourers and 
publicising their plight. 

Kailash’s concern for 
deprived children began 
when he was a child. At the 
age of five or six he used to 
see a cobbler and his son 
working outside his school, 
polishing the school-chil- 
dren's shoes. Kailash ques- 
tioned why he and his 
friends went to school but 
not the shoe-boy. He asked 
his teachers, but they never 
gave him-, satisfactory 
answers. So he asked the 
shoe-boy's father, who was 
s : 3 taken aback by the enquiry. 

■ He replied that no one had 
ever questioned him before, 
and that none of his family 
had ever been to school. He 
simply accepted that they 
were bom to work. 

Kailash, bom into the 
favoured Brahmin caste, 
still had trouble under- 
standing why he had privi- 
leaes. On one occasion he 



Kailash Satyarthi 


was walking to school in 
the rain, carrying his 
umbrella. He noticed and 
was appalled to see the cob- 
bler beating his son. 
Kailash caught the crying 
boy's hand and asked" the 
father why he was bearing 
him. The cobbler told him 
that their shoes were dam- 
aged because his son had 
covered himself with the 
plastic sheet intended for 
the shoes. “Doesn't the boy 
have the right to protect 
himself in the rain?” 
Kailash asked. “Whai is the 
cost, shoes or health?” The 
cobbler began to weep and 
hugged his son. Kailash 
gave the boy his umbrella. 

As he tells it, this incident 
imprinted itself on 
Kailash’s mind. During his 
university days he rejected 
the discriminatory social 
structures of the caste sys- 
tem and gave himself the 
new name of Satyarthi. 
meaning “truth seeker.” 
After studying, to become 
an engineer, he changed his 
career course to journalism 
and became editor of a fort- 
nightly Hindi journal, “The 
Struggle Shall Continue”. 
During the mid-seventies 
and early eighties the mag- 
azine campaigned on 
human rights activities, in 
the course of which the 
extent of bonded labour, 
forced labour and child 
slavery became clear. 

Satyarthi and his col- 


leagues realised that writ- 
ing articles created aware- 
ness but had a limited 
effect; they yearned to do 
something more profound 
and active. SACCS was 
founded to start high-pro- 
file action. The organisa- 
tion began to accumulate 
accurate information to 
persuade Indians of the 
existence of child slavery. 

The work was highly dan- 
gerous, and still is. Raids 
were mounted to rescue 
children from servitude and 
slavery. Satyarthi was beat- 
en up more than once, and 
two members were killed. 

Although the raids were 
highly successful in rescu- 
ing children, they were 
frustrated at seeing ever- 
increasing numbers of chil- 
dren being duped and kid- 
napped into slavery. Alter- 
native action was required, 
so Satyarthi embarked on a 
media campaign abroad. 
His message to the buyers 
of carpets made by children . 
in bondage was that “thosCj 
who buy such carpets are 
responsible for thrashing 
the backs of children." 

SACCS has rescued 
many child slaves, some 
through direct intervention 
and raids, others through 
the courts. It has also estab- 
lished centres that provide 
comprehensive support and 
build children’s self-confi- 
dence. 

One such specialised pro- 


ject is Mukti Ashram, a 
vocational rehabilitation 
centre on the outskirts of 
northern Delhi. The word 
mukti implies liberation — 
physical, mental and spiri- 
tual. Basic literacy, health, 
hygiene, social and voca- 
tional training are provided. 
For many of the youngsters 
it is also a first opportunity 
to experience and enjoy 
childhood. 

The children have dis- 
turbing stories to tell. 
Nageshwar, a 14-year-old 
boy, attended the ashram 
for six months. He had 
been tortured after helping 
other enslaved children to 
escape from a factory. He 
was seized by the owner, 
who burnt and scarred him 
with a red-hot iron bar. 
During his first month at 
the ashram he was unable 
to speak. The staff were 
distressed by the boy’s 
injuries and mental state, 
but their care and dedica- 
tion gave him hope. He has 
now returned to hds home in 
Bihar state. 

Pan of the children’s 
rehabilitation involves edu- 
cational training on the 
dangers of child labour. 
The children are then 
encouraged to preach on 
the perils and risks of servi- 
tude when they return to 
their villages. 

Rajan, an ex-pupil of 
Mukti Ashram, delivered 
such a speech in his home 
village. He was then 
approached by the parents 
of two boys who had been 
kidnapped into slavery. 
Rajan's response was to 
visit the local police, who 
scoffed at his suggestions. 
The brave lad then took 
matters into his own hands. 
He spoke to the carpet fac- 
tory owner, stating that he 
was hungry, needed work 
and had experience of 
working in the carpet 
industry. He was duly 
recruited, and worked for 
10 days pl annin g an escape 
with the two boys. He suc- 
ceeded, and immediately 
made the long and arduous 
journey to .Delhi by various 
buses, having borrowed the 
fare from his family before- 
hand. The staff at the 
ashram were delighted by 
the boys* bravery. The two 
boys were reunited with 
their families, and then 
returned to the ashram for 
rehabilitation. 

Although bonded labour 
was legally abolished in 
India in 1976, the practice 
continues to be widespread. 
Government tolerance of 


violators resulted in Sat- 
yarthi making the subject a 
political issue. A parlia- 
mentary forum on child 
servitude ensued, chaired 
by a former president of 
India. Gyani Zail Singh. 
Candidates in recent Indian 
elections were requested by 
SACCS to pledge them- 
selves to the eradication of 
child servitude and the pro- 
vision of free education to 
all children. 

Satyarthi and his col- 
leagues maintain that child 
servitude perpetuates 
India's unemployment 
problems by keeping chil- 


dren in jobs that could be 
held by adults. “Those 
bonded children get no 
money.*' he has said. "If 
they were not used, the 
manufacturers would be 
obliged to hire adults, who 
are easier to organise and 
unionise and who would 
demand fair wages and bet- 
rer conditions." 

SACCS mobilises nation- 
al and international non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and public opinion 
to pressure governments, 
manufacturers and 

importers to end child 
labour. It also serves as the 


coordinating organisation 
for 250 other NGOs 
(including UNICEF), and 
trade unions throughout 
Pakistan. Bangladesh. 
India. Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

The International Labour 
Organisation iILO) faces 
the enormous task of organ- 
ising governments, 

employers and" trade unions 
to secure agreements on 
industry-wide standards 
that prevent exploitation of 
children and "ban other 
employment practices 
which are incompatible 
with human rights and 
labour standards." 


Changing alii Hides is 
paramount to the eradica- 
tion of child slavery, but the 
struggle for SACCS is 
hampered bv certain gov- 
ernments diverting the 
issue, ineffective officials 
and a trading community 
determined “to distort the 

magnitude of the problem 
with misleading propagan- 
da or cosmetic touches.” 
But for Satyarthi. the mis- 
sion remains clear: “It has 
been our humble undent our 
to sensitise the masses oil 
this anguishing question." 
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Child taking part in one of the protests organised by Kailash Satyarthi's South Asian Coalition on Child Servi- 
tude in New Delhi (AP photos) 


China tea lovers hope to revive ancient culture 
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By Scott Hillis 
Reuter 

BEUING — For Zhou Yan, 
the cup and the kettle are 
jnore than just the compo- 
vr^ems of a refreshing drink 
of tea, they are a way of 
life. 

While not all of China’s 
hundreds of millions of 
drinkers of "cha” — Chi- 
nese for tea — see in the 
bitter leaves a path to 
enlightenment, the old and 
nearly forgotten culture is 
gradually being revived by 
a growing club of the edu- 
cated and wealthy. 

Ms. Zhou, a young 
acolyte of China's ancient 
tea ceremonies that seek 
aesthetic or personal per- 
fection through ritual 
preparation of the drink, 
displayed her craft at the 
opening of an up-scale tea- 
house aimed at reviving the 
ancient an. 

"We want to use the tea 
ceremony to express the 
'Editions of Chinese tea 
“ culture,” said Ouyang Xu, 
general manager of the 
Guofeng Group that started 
the two million yuan 
($241,000) Minghui Tea 
Garden on the outskirts of 
Beijing. 

At the opening of the gar- 
den in a remote and quiet 
temple, Ms. Zhou and two 
other tea disciples demon- 
strated for visitors an intri- 
cate Buddhist ceremony 
similar to tea rites practised 
in Japan’s Zen sect, known 
as "chan” in Chinese. 

“Tea is a classic example 
of reflecting the spiritual 
world through material 
life,” said Wang Ling, a 


member of the China 
International Tea Culture 
Research Committee, after 
viewing the ceremony. 

Ancient Chinese schools 
of thought had found 
expression through the sim- 
ple act of drinking tea. Ms. 
Wang said. 

The mystical Taoists saw 
a union between man and 
nature, Buddhists sought 
personal enlightenment and 
Confucian thinkers sought 
to promote social harmony 
through proper forms of 
sharing tea with others, she 
said. 

“The tea culture is not 
simply drinking a beverage 
like cola or coffee, it is a 
pleasure of a cultured life.” 
she said. 

Dressed in the brown and 
yellow robes of a chan nun, 
Ms. Zhou used a simple 
copper kettle and a coal 
brazier to prepare cups of 
tea, using arcane hand ges- 
tures intended to guide par- 
ticipants down a path of 
meditation and self-perfec- 
tion. 

“Moral improvement 
through the tea ceremony is 
a gradual process for me,” 
said Ms. Zhou, 20. who has 
studied and performed the 
chan rites and other tea cer- 
emonies for four years at a 
tea museum in the eastern 
city of Hangzhou in the 
heart of tea-growing Zhe- 
jiang province. 

“My future path will defi- 
nitely lie with tea,” she 
said. 

China’s army of tea grow- 
ers have little time to spare 
for the intricate trappings of 
dreamy tea philosophy as 
they struggle to make prof- 


its in a chaotic and change- 
able market. 

“International tea prices 
are sliding and the tea mar- 
ket in China has not been so 
good.” said Xu Fangyun, 
head of the Lingyun County 
high-grade tea farm in 
southern Guangxi region. 

Government controls on 
exports and backward man- 
agement of China's thou- 
sands of state-run farms 
mean many tea growers 
have been unable to adjust 
to nearly two decades of 
market-style economic 
reforms. Mr. Xu told 
reporters recently. 

Industry analysts have 
said spiralling production 
costs and falling prices 
have left more than 80 per 
cent of China’s tea produc- 
ers in the red. 

“Because we're in a mar- 
ket economy, we have to 
rely on the enterprises 
themselves to make 
changes,” Mr. Xu said. “We 
must rely on our reputation 
to get more market share.” 

Mr. Xu admitted he had 
never read China’s tea 
drinking bible “The Classic 
of Tea”, written in the Tang 
Dynasty (AD 618-907), but 
said he knows enough 
about tea to keep his busi- 
ness afloat. 

Mr. Xu's firm makes five 
grades of rea with prices 
ranging from 26 yuan per 
kg (2.2 lb) up to 6,000 yuan 
a kg for a special seasonal 
tea made from the plant’s 
early buds. 40,000 of which 
are needed to make one kg, 
he said. 

“We sold everything we 
made last year,” he said. 

China's tea output was 


estimated at 510,000 tonnes 
in 1996 after slipping five 
per cent in 1995 to 502,000 
tonnes, official figures 
show. Chinese bought 7.2 
billion yuan of tea in 1996. 

Minghui's Ouyang, a 30- 
year-old alumnus of Beijing 
University, said he hoped 
his venture would revive 
interest in tea traditions but 
acknowledged it was not 
for everyone. 

“Our clientele are going 
to be more educated, high- 
income people,” he said. 

The price of enjoying a 
Cuppa at Minghui, whose 
refined and tidy environ- 
ment is in stark contrast to 
the riotous, low-brow tea- 
houses of southern China, 
can be high. 

“You can pay a few dozen 
yuan (a few dollars) for a 
pot, or depending on the 
kind of tea and room you 
want, you can spend more 
than 1.000 yuan.” Mr. 
Ouyang said. 

He was confident China's 
growing affluence would 
make more people interest- 
ed in and financially able to 
explore their cultural her- 
itage. 

"If we opened a teahouse 
in the city, we could get 
more customers but would 
be unable to bring out the 
essence of the tea,” he said. 


Xd Fangyan, general 
manager of the Lingyun 
County High-Grade Tea 
Farm in China’s southern 
region of Guangxi, shows 
off a leaf of his farm’s 
product (Reuter photo) 
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Fariz expects Jordan to continue 
recording good growth rates in ’97 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Jordan’s economy is 
expected to perform well in 
1997 as the country pushes 
ahead with economic 
reforms and its debt burden 
declines. Jordan’s Central 
Bank governor said in press 
comments Saturday. 

Ziyad Fariz said Jordan 
was stepping up measures 
to privatise industrial insti- 
tutions as pan of economic 
reforms it launched several 
years ago in line with an 
agreement with the 
International Monetary 
Fund i IMF). 

“The economy will con- 
tinue to record good growth 
rates this year. It is expect- 
ed to be around 6.56 per 
cent while inflation races 
will remain under control 
as they will not exceed four 
per cent compared with six 
per cent last year,” he told 


the United Arab Emirates 
economic weekly A1 Eqti- 
sadi. 

Dr. Fariz also reported 
improvement in the balance 
of payments, the barometer 
of economic performance 
by IMF standards. He said 
the payments gap would 
drop to around wo per cent 
of the gross domestic prod- 
uct iGDPl of S7.1 billion. 

Jordan's reserves have 
also doubled over the past 
few years and are expected 
to exceed Si billion in 
1997. 

"It is hoped this improve- 
ment will continue as the 
government is carrying out 
more privatisations. It is 
planning to intensify such 
measures this year with the 
privatisation of various 
industrial establishments.” 
Dr. Fariz said. 

He estiamted Jordan’s 


debt, one of the key factors 
that prompted the IMF 
request for reforms, at 
between $6 billion and $7 
billion. 

He said the debt had 
sharply fallen from 200 per 
cent of the GDP in 1989 to 
less than 90 per cent in 
1996. Debt servicing was 
also slashed to around 17 
per cent of the annual 
exports from 40 per cent in 
the same period. 

“We expect a further 
decline in the debt in future 
as a result of government 
efforts to write off part of 
the debt and take measures 
to cut it. especially through 
exchanging debt for invest- 
ments.” the minister said. 

He said Jordan hoped to 
reach an agreement with its 
creditors in the Paris Club 
to reschedule part of its 
debt when they meet next 


month. 

'The economic reform 
programmes have given us 
credibility with our credi- 
tors,” he said. “The United 
States has written off $270 
million of our debts to it 
while ±ere will be talks 
with Japan for debt- 
rescheduling." 

Dr. Fariz said Jordan's 
unemployment problem 
had persisted although it 
had declined from 18 to 12 
per cent. He said such a 
level remained high but 
added there would be mea- 
sures to push the rate down. 

Regarding remittances 
from Jordanian expatriate 
workers, a key source of 
income for Amman, he esti- 
mated them at $1.7 billion 
in 1996 while earnings 
from tourism stood at S700 

million- 


Arab Gulf states face lower oil prices in ’97 


ABU DHABI (AFP)— Arab 
Gulf states are set to lose the 
gains of 1997 as the oil market 
begins to reel under extra Iraqi 
crude supplies and quota vio- 
lations by some OPEC pro- 
ducers. experts have said. 

Oil prices have lost more 
than 56 since they shot above 
$24 in January and they will 
likely remain weak in the next 
few months due to excess sup- 
plies and slackening seasonal 
demand. 

"There is no doubt Gulf 
countries cannot expect 
another strong performance 
by the oil market this year as 
was the case last year.” said 
Mohammad Al Asumi, chief 
economist at the state-run 
Emirates Industrial Bank. 

“The prolonged cold spell in 
the western hemisphere of last 
year did not happen again this 
year and market supplies are 
on the increase.” he added. 

Reopening its oil taps for 
the first time in more than six 
years, sanction-hit Iraq started 
to pump aroand 550.000 bar- 


rels per day (bpd ) of crude in 
December when oil prices 
were as high as S23-S24. 

The exports were in line 
with an agreement with the 
United Nations allowing Iraq, 
under crippling sanctions 
since it invaded Kuwait in 
1990. to sell S2 billion worth 
of crude every six months to 
buy food and medicine for its 
people. 

But supplies are gradually 
increasing as prices fall to 
below S 1 8 and could slip fur- 
ther in the third quarter, oil 
analysts said. 

“The fact that the deal with 
Iraq was mentioned by its 
value rather than the quantity 
of crude has created uncer- 
tainty in the oil market formu- 
la.” said Nicolas Sarkis, direc- 
tor of die Paris-based Arab 
Oil Institute. 

“Iraq pumped around 
550.000 bpd when oil prices 
were nearly $23. 

In the second week of April, 
prices declined to below $17. 
meaning Iraqi crude supplies ' 


will reach 700.000 bpd,” 

Mr. Sarkis wrote in the 
United .Arab Emirates (UAE) 
economic weekly Emirates 
Today. 

“If prices continue their 
decline to $16. the Iraqi crude 
supplies will rise to nearly 
760,000 bpd. This will further 
weaken the market.” he said. 

Oil prices averaged more 
than S20 in the first quarter of 
1997 but are expected to 
remain below that level in die 
second and third quarters. 

Experts attributed this to 
growing Iraqi crude supplies 
and persistent overproduction 
by some members of the 11- 
nation Organisation of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), namely Venezuela 
and Nigeria. 

Independent estimates sho- 
wed OPEC’s actual produc- 
tion in April stood at around 
two million bpd above its 
nominal ceiling of 25,033 mil- 
lion bpd. 

Gulf oil giants Saudi Arabia.' 
Kuwait and-the UAE, which 
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Everybody will participate ! 
Ticket price : 2 JD 
Tuesday 27 May, 1997 
another performance at 8:00 p.m. 
at the Aqaba Citadel 
l*i »a entrance 

With the kind cooperation of Air France. 


{ 

'■ ■ : ‘ -"IV . 



.control Dearly 45 per cent of 
the world's recoverable crude 
resources, have remained 
committed to their quotas 
apparently fearing a price col- 
lapse could badly hurt their 
budgets, which are already 
reeling under large deficits. 

Oil prices stood at $20 in 
1996, their highest level since 
the oil boom of early 1980s. 
Analysts said they expected 
prices to be lower by nearly 
$2 in 1997 but they are 
expected to pick up in the last 
quarter, when demand 
improves and consumers buy 
more oil to replenish their 
inventories. 

In his first press comments 
since he took over in March. 
UAE Oil Minister Obaid Ben 
Saif Al Nasiri said prices 
would range between $19 and 
$20 in the last quarter. He said 
such a level was acceptable. 

The oil price surge in 1996 
boosted the income of Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, B ahrain, 
Qatar, O man and the UAE — 
which make up the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
— by nearly $12 billion to 
$80 billion. 

As oil sales provide more 
than two thirds of their 
income, the extra earnings 
boosted their economies and 
enabled them to cut budget 
deficits. 

“At current supply levels of 
around 11.5 million bpd and 
an average price of $18, the 
GCC revenues will be around 
$75 billion," a UAE banker 
said "This is lower than in 
1996 but higher than the pre- 
vious years.” 



SEE? IM 
DRAWING A 
LANDSCAPE.. 


IT NEEDS A WATERFALL. AND A MOUNTAIN, AND A 
DEER STANDING IN A MEADOW. AND A SUNSET AND 
A TINY LOG CABIN. AND A STREAM WITH A ‘ > 

N^JKOUT JUMPING OUT OF THE WATER.. 


1B97 MM Failure Syntfcata. 


' AND A 
BORDER 



Mutt’n’Jeff 




The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices a* St — 24/05/9717:49 


US Dollar 

- 

DE Mark 

04905 

GB Sterling 

1X344 

CH Franc 
JP Yen 

0.7118 

0X086 

CADoHar 

0.7273 | 

IT lira 

0X006 1 

NL Guilder 
FR Franc 

0X253 
0.1752 i 



Middle Eastern Currencies 




US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 

GB Stalling 
Bahrain Dinar'. 

Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1 000 1 0*6 
Egyptian 


'*» [ r; 


0.7080 I 3.7504 0.3770 

| 5.2972 0.5325 

0.1005 

1.57*1 9.9455 

0.1945 1.0303 1.0303 

2.3451 124227 1.2457 

1.0211 0.1026 
24393 0X452 

1.1065 0.1112 



Mid-East Currencies 


cai 


Bonny 
Dubai 
UL Gas 



SARiya) 0.2668 0.4517 0.16314 

AE Dirham 0.2723 0X6121 0.18655 

KW Dinar 3.3124 5X1167 202675 

BH Dinar 0X770 449438 1X2311 

CY Pound 1X753 3X452 1X081 I 27749 



Metal Prices 


Currency De 


Rates(Bid) 



o* yo-rr - r.v ; rsa? 1 


USD | 5X6 5.66 5X1 

6.19 SXS 6X6 6X2 

JPY 046 0X7 0X0 0X4 

DEM 2X9 295 3.01 -2.14 s 

FRF 3X2 3X6 342 345 

CHF 1X5 T48 * 1X2 1X5 ! 1.1X0. 

m. 6X5 6X2 6X0 645 643 


uity Indices 



TTlfTITmi 


NewYork 

NeWybrk 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 . 
CAC40 
DAX 



87.78 1X1 7362X 7259.78 7258.13 

11X7 1X6- 84849 835*6 835X8 

10 0X1 46727 46521 4651X 

131X1 0X6 20066X 19907 19677* 

21X5 0.78 277148 274201 2741X5 

2277 0X4 3605XB 3SS4X9 3579*2 


Energy 


* JOD Cross-Rates 





US Dollar 
GB Startling 
DE Itfarir 
CH F ranc ' 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
it Lira . 


ource; 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Take an oblique 


5 Dull pain 
9 Frighten 

14 TV personality 

15 Applaud 

16 Flynn of films 

17 Inner pref. 

18 Close attention 

19 Fresh-water 


Cyclops had 


21 Worthy of 
esteem 
23 Clergymen 

25 Popular model 

26 Labored breath 

27 Concealed from 
view 

32 Myanmar, 


34 Storage towers 

35 Historical period 

36 Egyptian 


37 Uke the ocean 

38 Chicken coop 
finds 

39 — Moines 

40 Foolish 

41 Spill liquid 

42 Toothless 

44 Pepper's 
partner 

45 Kayak necessity 

46 Young girls 
49 Class 

assignments 

54 Beer kin 

55 Correct an error 

56 Boundary 

57 Proficient 

58 Photographer 
Adams 

59 Genuine 

60 Touched ground 

61 Not neat 

62 Quite a few 

63 Attorney 
general, Janet 


by Vivian O. Collins 


DOWN 

1 Take a nap 

2 Nairobi's land 

3 “Star Trek- 
vessel 

4 Court 


5 Stress 

6 Teacher’s group 

7 Instrument 

8 Sword 

9 Moves in 
TO Originate 

11 Bedouin 

12 Rock's partner 

13 Different 

21 Hollywood’s 
Barrett 

22 First name of 
25A 

24 Donaldson and 
Houston 

27 Move 
unobtrusively 

28 Patter’s medium 

29 Open to 
discussion 

30 Units of work 

31 Short race 

32 Wait 

33 Partook of 

34 River sediment 

37 Headgear for 
Mss America 

38 Building 
extensions 


Saturday's Puzzle solved: 


pssdIqqmhh 

Sanaa dbob anna 
anaaaQanooQam 
■□□duo nan bbbI 
inaanaoBQ □□□□□! 
Baa aaan □□□ I 
mma bbbbb □□□□ 
!□□□ anno bob 

IMREK3 □QflBHBBBa 

bbb ana bbbdbb 
□□□bebhbobhbb 
uaaa □□□□ Boons 

BOOS BDEJB □□□□□ 
K30E30 BOOH BBEinn 
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40 Majestic 

41 Talk back 

43 Bangs and 
slams 

44 Sensibly 

46 Utah dty 

47 Mrs. Irving 
Berlin 


48 Take care of 

49 Quantity of 
paper 

50 Sea bird 

51 Singer Mama — 

52 Semester 


53 Brilliant thought 
57 Swiss river 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 
MAY 25, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) If you need 
some important business 
information today, con- 
tact only those people 
who have know are reli- 
able. Take no risks while 
driving on the highway 
later this evening, so you 
won’t get into any diffi- 
culties. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Use your com- 
mon sense today to help 
further business interests 

and thereby make your 

career activities more 
successful. Make sue of 
your free time later this 
evening to plan out a 
schedule for the days 
ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Labour with 
your mate today to make 
a plan of action which 
will help you both get 
your career activities 
completed more efficient- 
ly. Improve your credit so 
that you will have extra 
funds for a rainy lime. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
close friends are one of 
your most valuable assets 
at this time, so show your 
appreciation to them. 
Schedule your rime care- 
fully in the days ahead so 
that you can make career 
activities quite successful 
with your efforts. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) A superior who 
always speaks his or her 
min d can provide advice 
which will help you to 
become more productive 
and successful. Later this 
evening will be good to ' 
meet with knowledgeable 
people and discuss any 
strategy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get the 
help of an out-of-towner 
today id arrange parties 
mid recreational-activities 
>foc the days iaheaci Pay 
special attention later this 
evening to your health so 
that yon won’t come 
down with some mysteri- 
ous illness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Take some 
time today to discuss var- 
ious home life difficulties 
with your family, thereby 
you can relieve any ten- 
sion which could exist 
Get your home in order 
for any special guests 
which happen to drop in. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You can 
have a meeting today 
with a fellow associate 
whose ideas are similar to 
your own and thereby get 
many tasks completed. 
Handle your correspon- 
dence with great dispatch 
and you will gain recog- 
nitio n fro m bigwigs. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 )4I 
Know what your finan- 
cial situation is today 
before you incur any 
more debts. Take advan- 
tage of any ideas given to 
you from experts and 
thereby you can gain the 
success and propserity 
which you have long 
searched for. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
can gain some long 
sought-after goals easily 
today, so make every 
effort to achieve them. Be 
sociable later this 
evening, however, steer 
clear of a superior who is 
on an ego trip and wants 
to take over. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Try to 
I make a favour you do 
today for your famil jft 
benefit you as well. If 
vour mate requests infor- 
mation about a private 
mauer. be sure to get it so 
that he or she will be 
appreciative of your 
actions. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A good friend 
who is interested in your 
welfare can tell you today 
how to brighten your life. 
This person can also help 
you CnaciaUy. so make 
every effort to be as 
investigative of him or 
her with great success. 




Birthstone of May: 
Emerald — Citrine 























































Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Sunday, May 25, 1997 


Da 



Beat 



• A review of news from the Arabic press 


Jordan Investment and Finance Bank 
transfers JD2.77 million of 
net profit to retained earnings 

** OPERATIONAL PROFIT generated by the 
Jordan Investment and Finance Bank last year 
amounted to JD3.60 million, 73 per cent higher 
than die JD3.40 million posted in 1995, However, 
the net profit after deducting various other expens- 
es stood at JD2.77 milli on, an increase of 4.4 per 
cent over the amount registered in 1995. 

According to the annual report, the bank earned 
about JD16 million from interest (JD13.8 million 
in 1995) and JD 1 .54 million from commissions 
(JD1.49 milli on in 1995). Total assets registered a 
9.5 per cent growth as it rose from JD 195.5 mil- 
lion in 1995 to JD214.2 million in 1996. Deposits 
of clients increased by 3.1 per cent to reach 
JD 164.0 million. Credit facilities went up by 13 
per cent as they totalled JD95.3 million from 
JD84.3 million in 1995. The growth in total share- 
holders’ equity was S.7 per cent as the amount 
stood at JD18.75 million at the end of 1996 com- 
pared to JD17.20 millioQ at the end of the previous 
year. 

Board Chairman Nizar Jardaneh told the general 
assembly that the bank’s capital will be raised to 
JD20 million either through capitalising a portion 
of the retained earnings which represent about 
JD4.5 million or through floating shares to share- 
holders for private subscription at prices lower 
than the market level. Another option would be to 
obtain a JD5.5 million from the Central Bank to be 
repaid from profits of future years. He revealed 
that the bank was negotiating a possible merger 
with another bank but did not provide details. New 
branches in Zarqa and Irbid will be opened in 
1997, he said. 

The general assembly concluded its meeting by 
approving the recommendation of the board of 
directors to transfer the JD2.77 net profit to 
retained earnings (Al Aswaq + AI Ra'i). 


Jordan National Shipping Lines 
Company distributing JD0.9m 
in cash dividends 

** THE JORDAN National Shipping Lines Com- 
pany is distributing JD90 1,494 in cash dividends 
after the general assembly approved the recom- 
mendadou of the board of director*, to distribute, 
dividends at a rate of 13 per cent The company’s' 
net profit at the end of last year amounted to 
JD1.36 million. 

According to Board Chairman Foteh Khamis, 
the company was able to rely more on its opera- 
tional profit in 1996 after having relied on invest- 
ment returns in the past. Returns on investments 
amounted to JDI.l million last year compared to 
JD1.8 million in 1995. This 37 per cent drop was 
due mainly to the drop in the profit of the Arab 
Maritime Bridge Company in which the Jordanian 
firm has a 33 per cent stake. 

Dr. Khamis told the shareholders that the com- 
pany's net profit during the first four months of 
1997 amounted to JD255.784 compared to only 
JD1 62,277 generated during the same period of 
1996. 

The company’s total assets at the end of last year 
amounted to JD20.63 million (.AI Dustour + Al 
Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“If you wake up just 5 minutes earlier 
eveiy day, that will give you an extra 30 
hours per year to spend adoring me." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
£ by Kanrl Arnold and MUw Aryfatan 


one letter la each square, to form 
four orefinary words. 

GOGSY 

* 


■ 

• 

■ 

■ 
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Oim Mm MM SanfcM. Be. 
UHptAuml 


LEBEL 


1111 

■■ 


RESTUM 



■ 

■ 
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HOSUT 

m 

mmm 


YMenja/e 


A HARP WORKING 
R-OR&T CAN 
Y'WCH HIS BUSINESS 
PO THIS 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

— -nmu] 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; VENOM SYNOD PURPLE JAGUAR 
Answer She fall the track star was giving her this - 
THE RUN AROUND 


Jordan approves Swedish grant 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The gov- 
ernment on Saturday 
approved a JD9 13,869 
Swedish grant to 
finance a consultancy 
study by the Jordan 
Telecommunication Co- 
mpany (JTC). Minister 
of State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi 
said. 

Spe akin g to reporters 
following a Cabinet ses- 
sion, Dr. Mutawi said 
that the grant, donared 
by the Swedish Devel- 
opment Agency, will 
cover 45 per cent of the 
total costs of the study, 
the remainder will be 
paid by the Jordanian 
government. 

Dr. Mutawi said that 
the Swedish govern- 
ment has doubled the 
grant from JD541,360 
to JD913.869. 

Walid Dweik, JTC 


director, told the Jordan 
Times that the grant will 
be used to finance the 
consultancy works of 
the $200 million 
National Telecommuni- 
cation Programme 
(NTP). 

Mr. Dweik said that 
the grant will cover the 
expenses of experts who 
will supervise the NTP 
projects in the King- 
dom, adding that the 
feasibility study for this 
project would also be 
covered through this 
grant. 

Mr. Dweik added that 
the NTP includes estab- 
lishing 21 telephone 
exchanges in different 
locations in the King- 
dom as well as creating 
470,000 new telephone 
lines throughout Jordan. 

He said that the JTC 
has started the NTP 
works, which are bein 
implemented by sever 
Western companies; the 


German firm Seimens is 
conducting the largest 
part of the project. 

As a result of this pro- 
gramme, Mr. Dweik 
said, a few telephone 
exchanges were inaugu- 
rated in Amman, and 
others are expected to 
be inaugurated in the 
coming few months in 
other parts of the King- 
dom. 

Mr. Dweik explained 
that the NTP pro- 
gramme is partly 
financed by the JTC and 
that the remainder came 
through loans from 
international donors 
such as the European 
Investment Bank, the 
World Bank and the 
German Bank. 

He added that the 
NTP. which was 
launched in 1995, will 
also include improving 
the telephone networks 
in the Kingdom. 


UAE goldsmiths thrive on 
expensive tastes of customers 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Huge necklaces with 
coloured oriental designs 
and dangling chunks 
cover a large part of the 
facade of a" gold shop in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), dwarfing the ele- 
gant Italian-made jew- 
ellery hung nearby. 
Although some chains 

weigh up to one kilo- 
gramme and cost more 
than 50,000 dirhams 
($13,600) each, they 
attract female customers 
from the UAE. other 
wealthy Gulf states, 
India and Pakistan. 
‘'Women from these 

countries love such 

pieces, which have dif- 
ferent names and 

designs. Many of them 
buy "despite their high 
prices," UAE gold dealer 
Mohammed Al Shuaibi 
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OP 
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SHARES 
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TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICK 

CLOSE i 
PRICE 

CHANCE 

K 

2.100 

1.680 

JOB. NATIONAL BK. 

£ 

0.00 

23 

13753 

24756 

1.80 

1.80 

_ 


3.600 

2.760 

BANK Or JORDAN 

10.9 

0.00 

1 

50 

151 

3.00 

3.01 

.01* 


1.220 

.880 

MID. EAST ISV.BK. 

68.3 

0.00 

1 

300 

312 

1.07 

1.04 

.03- 


2.480 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

B.l 

7.76 

6 

1458 

3186 

2.20 

2. IB 

.02- 


5. 100 

4.250 

THE SOUSING flX. 

14.3 

4.07 

10 

3550 

16966 

4.78 

4.77 

.01- 


2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.0 

0.00 

2 

2021 

5294 

2.62 

2.62 

— 


1.050 

.790 

JOR- CULP BANK 

4.7 

8.86 

1 

500 

395 

.80 

.79 

.01- 


4.050 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.7 

3.31 

14 

2868 

10377 

3.63 

3.62 

.01- 

♦ 

2.0BO 

1.250 

UNION BX.S&V.INV. 

• P 

0.G0 

13 

5284 

6472 

1.25 

1.23 

.02- 


3.800 

3.000 

JOR. 1NV.PTN. BANK 

20.4 

0.00 

2 

187 

592 

3.17 

3.17 
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2.850 

1.000 

BKTT-AL— KAL (BEXTKA) 

.7 

13.89 

5 

1478 

1553 

1.06 

1.08 

.02* 


BARK SECTOR TOTALS IHDXX-. 193.14 zCHCs 

-0.06 

78 

31449 
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2.800 

1.850 

XARHOUK IKS UR. 

9.8 

8.11 

1 

500 

925 

1.85 

1.85 
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insurance sector 

TOTALS INDEX: 113.59 *CBGi 

0.00 

1 

500 

925 





1.820 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC FWR. 

8.0 

6.06 

3 

800 

1325 

1. 65 

1.65 

- 


2.650 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

13.4 

5.65 

3 

66 

198 

2.35 

2.30 

.05- 


1.480 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

12 

62 80 

7110 

1.13 

1.14 

.01+ 


2.220 

.960 

ZARXA EDUCATION 


0.00 

10 

10650 

10331 

.98 

.97 

.01- 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.9 

6.59 

2 

400 

668 

1.69 

1.67 

.02- 

* 

1.080 

.660 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

1 

50 

33 

.67 

.66 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 110.05 *CBGi 

-0.29 

31 

18266 

19664 





1.250 

.930 

ATTAKQSKB 

9 

0.00 

12 

10366 

10356 

.98 

1.03 

.05+ 


3.940 

3.060 

JOR. UB.Mg.Hr PACT. 

26.4 

2.81 

76 

B027S 

316031 

3.92 

3.92 



3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

9.7 

2.86 

4 

13150 

46025 

3.50 

3.50 


T 

6.410 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.0 

3.11 

B 

5350 

34322 

6.41 

6.43 

.02* 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFXKARY 

9.0 

9.58 

6 

273 

2557 

9.30 

9.28 

.02- 

♦ 

1.470 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

9.6 

9.01 

1 

250 

278 

1.17 

1.11 

.06- 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMB. ACT. 

9 

0.00 

4 

450 

878 

1.91 

1.95 

.04+ 


3.970 

3.040 

ARAB PHAHM- HAST. 

10.1 

5.43 

25 

3906 

14475 

3.68 

3.68 



2.570 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY . 

7.0 

10.63 

1 

100 

230 

2.25 

2.30 

.05+ 


2.100 

1.390 

JOR. PIPES KXNFCT- 

17.2 

5.76 

2 

450 


1.39 

1.39 


+ 

2.930 

2.450 

GENERAL MUTING 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

233 

2.45 

2.33 

.12- 


5.850 

4.250 

DAR ALQAHA .DV.THV. 

11.8 

5.18 

3 

■ 450 

2166 

4.75 

4.83 

.08+ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

10.6 

0.00 

11 

9450 

4725 

.50 

.50 

— 


r.3io 

1.020 ■ 

ARAB PAPER COBVltRD- ■ 

** 31.5 

0.00. 

a 

1029 

1064 

l.OS 

1-03 

.02- 


1.520 

1.010 

NATIONAL STEEL ISO. 

g 

0.00 

3 
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3240 

1.08 

1.08 
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.860 

.520 

HATZOSAL IBDS. 

i.i 

11.54 

B 

2850 

1487 

.53 

.52 

.01- 


1.150 

.600 

JOR- ROCKWOOL. H*DS. 

9 

0.00 

3 

2250 

1360 

.62 

.60 

.02- 


3-730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE SUtX.KTAC 

43.0 

0.00 

4 

1050 

2817 

2.70 

2.68 

.02- 


1.170 

.570 

JOR. SULPBO-CHEN 

9 

0.00 

5 

2350 

1434 

.63 

.61 

.02- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

IB. 1 

4.93 

6 

830 

1180 

1.43 

1.42 

.01- 


2.610 

1.410 

OHIV. MOON. INDS- 

P 

.18 

7 
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3051 

1.46 

1.44 

.02- 


1.680 

1.130 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

15.3 

8.77 

9 

2085 

2377 

1.15 

1.14 

.01- 


1.610 

1.300 

KAIL. CHLORINE 

13.3 

4.96 

6 

• 6950 

9750 

1.40 

1.41 

.01* 


1.230 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.8 

0.00 

25 

10120 

8702 

.86 

.06 


+ 

2.090 

1.600 

EL -XAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

6 
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0.00 

11 
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.860 

UNION CH. fi VBC. 
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0.00 
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.88 
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-0.01 

373 

218508 

S70782 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST TOR 

SATURDAY 

24/05/1997 





.650 

.370 



0.00 

4 

9000 

3495 

.39 

.39 

- 


.750 

.410 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12.3 

0.00 

9 

9700 

4367 

.45 

.46 

.01+ 


1.550 

1.050 


23.3 

0.00 

1 

300 

354 

1.24 

1.18 

.06- - 


. B40 

.660 

union arv. so* 

9 

0.00 

16 

32979 

5606 

.67 

.67 

— 


.810 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

28 

117250 

56323 

.48 

.48 


M 

.950 

.610 

AL-DASELTYAH 75* 

14.2 

0.00 

6 

5072 

1927 

.63 

.63 

“ 


.730 

.510 

ARAB TOGO A MED. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1350 

743 

.56 

• 55 

.01- 


.670 

.430 

ARAB XNXL.XMV.mD. 

50.7 

0.00 

S 

1187 

522 

.45 

.44 

.01- 


.800 

.400 

NATL. MULT. ERG. KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 ■ 

41 

155850 

87279 

.56 

.56 

— 


.960 

-710 

JORDAN STEEL 

8 

0.00 

1 

2000 

1420 

.71 

.71 

- 


.730 

.600 

MID EAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

2000 

760 

.54 

.63 

.01- 


1.260 

.860 

OKI OB TOBACCO 75* 

S 

0.00 

2 

4000 

2480 

.87 

.87 

- 


.760 

.550 

RAZI PHAHM. 85* 

B 

0.00 

3 

1700 

729 

.59 

.57 

.02- 


.610 

.390 


26.5 

0.00 

12 

5950 

2559 

.43 

.43 

— 


.930 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

20.7 

0.00 

10 

15900 

12698 

.81 

.79 

.02- 


.820 

.590 


E 

0.00 

3 

500 

315 

.63 

.63 



• 1.000 

■ .810 

KAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

P 

0.00 

3 

1292 

823 

.89 

.89 

— 


.870 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.7 

0.00 

1 

200 

132 

.66 

.66 

— 


CStND TOTAL 


366230 


182529 


said as he spread out the 
long, rattling necklace. 
"Such • pieces are 
designed and made here 
or in Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia. Italy docs not 
make such things 
because there is no 
demand for them there." 
The gold trade is one of 
the most prosperous sec- 
tors in the UAE, thriving 
on its high per capita 
income ana the relatively 
low prices of the pre- 
cious metal. 

Dealers said prices of 
jewellery in the UAE 
emirate of Dubai, the 
main Gulf commercial 
centre, are among the 
lowest in the world 
because of the large 
quantity imported, low 
customs tariffs and the 
absence of income taxes. 
UAE gold traders give 
priority to diversifying 
the quality and designs of 
the gold products they 
import to cater for the 
wide variety of tastes in 
the Gulf country, home to 
more than 50 nationali- 
ties. 

“Westerners prefer Ital- 
ian jewellery' given its 
good quality and designs, 
which suit their needs. 
Customers from the 
UAE. India and Pakistan 
like products made in the 
Gulf, especially 22-carat 
gold." Mr. Shuaibi said. 
"Customers from other 
Arab countries halve, dif- 
ferent tastes. They 'prefer 
21-carar gold and' always 
ask for new designs. 
Such customers from the 
Philippines and China 
come for simple and non- 
expensive pieces. It is 
very difficult to satisfy 
all tastes but we keep try- 
ing.” 

The UAE. a major oil 
producer, has emerged as 
the biggest spender on 
gold in the world, with a 
per capita consumption 
of 30 grammes per year. 
In 1996, its gold imports 
peaked at around 350 
tonnes, with a value of 
more than 15 billion 
dirhams ($4.08 billion), 
nearly a fifth of the 
UAE's total imports. 
Imports hit a record 100 
tonnes in the first two 
months of 1997. allowing 
the emirates to overtake 
Singapore as the world’s 
top gold centre. 

Around 70 per cent of 
Dubai's gold imports are 
ingots, most of which are 
supplied to India, the 
biggest gold consumer in 
the world. 


The rest are gold jew- 
ellery' produced mostly 
by Italy as the UAE lacks 
major gold factories, 
having only small work- 
shops that cannot meet 
local needs. 

“Most of our imports of 
gold jewellery come 
from Italy. The rest is 
imported from Spain, as 
well as Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain, which have 
large factories for gold 
works,” said Mohammed 
Radi, a retail UAE gold 
trader. 

“Most of the wholesale 
traders are Indians and 
UAE nationals. But we 
also have our small 
workshops and design 
our own products. 
Sometimes we have to 
work on special designs 
because vve receive spe- 
cial orders from cus- 
tomers.” 

“Foreign tourists who 
visit our shops are fasci- 
nated by the numerous 
designs and shapes of our 
jewellery and their rea- 
sonable prices.” 

Figures by the World 
Gold Council (WGC) 
showed Switzerland was 
the top supplier of gold 
ingots to Dubai, with 
exports of 261.2 tonnes 
in 1996. Gold exports 
stood at 97.1 tonnes by 
Britain and S.9 tonnes by 
South Africa. 

Around 52 tonnes of 
those supplies were con- 
sumed in the local mar- 
ket, where demand 
remains strong. 

‘The saving factor in this 
country is very high 
because of the large dis- 
posable income, said 
Muad Barakat, director 
of WGC’s planning and 
financial department for 
the Middle East and 
India. 

“This has combined with 
social traditions of some 
people and women’s love 
for gold to make the 
UAE the biggest spender 
on gold,” he told AFP. 
The surge in gold con- 
sumption in the UAE has 
prompted plans by three 
major Italian factories to 
set up branches in Dubai, 
according to Sultan Al 
Mansuri, deputy director 
general of the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. 

"Such a move followed 
contacts between the 
chamber and the Italian 
gold market,” he said 
without naming the three 
factories. 
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Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 
Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 81 0609 
- Fax: 810520 
* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
L unfurnished for rent 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
| at our shop and get 
* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

Free enlargement 

1 20x30 cm. 

|Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifteh Tel: 823891 




JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


Tel : 699369 
681279 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air- Conditioned 
Busses Around me CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdcfl 
To Airport ond Back 


Special Reduced Feres of 
500 Fiis For Airpor* Stall 
end cur Frequent Customers 


For Further Details can : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 



CRySTAi 


Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedroom! * Fnily 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reas o nable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


{TOWflfOBr 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING TOOT i 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI* 

-fiTNESS ROOM ’’ 

-XENNIS& SQUASH-2 

'--jQpURTS- ' 


~ —TEL: 7581 80r 
fladio & TV Station Rd. 






SEAL ESTATE 


h 

FOR 

i 

RENT 

b 

AppM'i moms 
in Amman 




TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 



667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Juventus maris-centena^^^m 
with 24 th Serie A title v^Sifc’ 
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ROME (R) — Juventus marked their centenary year with a 
24th Italian League championship on Friday, recovering 
from a goal down to secure the title winning point in a 1-1 
draw against Atalanta in Bergamo. 

Mark Iuliano’s 54th minute equaliser, after Filippo 
Inzaghi’s first-half opener for Atalanta had threatened to 
spoil the party, put Juventus beyond the reach of second 
placed Parma. 

With 64 points from 33 matches. Juventus are seven 
points clear of Parma who have just two matches left to 
play. . . .. 

“The most remarkable thin g about this championship is 
rhar it falls in our centenary year," said club President 
Vittorio Chiusano, adding “There could not be a better way 
to celebrate our 100th year." 

The Italian championship is the third title Juventus have 
won fiiis season after the Intercontinental Cup and the 
European Supercup. 

Next Wednesday, the Turin side will have the chance to 
add the European Cup when they attempt to retain the tide 
they won last season against Germany's Borussia 
Dortmund in Munich. 

“It will be a year that will go down in history,” said coach 
Marcello Lippi. 

The match finished in farcical fashion, when the referee 
was forced to suspend the match for 15 minutes after 
Juventus fans prematurely invaded the pitch thinking the 
game was over. 

Police cleared the field and die two sides were brought 
back out from the changing rooms — some had already 
swapped shirts — to play the remaining three minutes. 

“Everyone thought the match was over, 7 ’ admitted Lippi, 
“To restart a match after the players were back in the chang- 
ing room and taking off their shirts, 1 can't remember any- 






thing like it." . . - . 

With Lippi resting several first team playejESfd^dp 
" Munich final, including Frenchman Didier Deschaittgs 
Croat Alea Boksic. Juvenuis hardly started like 
elect — and fell behind in the 19th minute. .V; 

The league’s leading sconar lnteghi chested dowtia <Jp 
cross from Fausto Rossini and shot across Ahgelo 
into die far comer for his 23rd goal of the season. Vi..- 


Juventus great Michel Platini byscoriiiga goal againg^ 
different Serie A teamsin a single season. . .. . ¥ - 

Alessandro Del Piero, playing his first full match m 
mn nrtit, had the ball in the net in the 29th m inute fc 
apparent equaliser • — but was ruled off-side. ■ 

In the next 10 minutes. Atalanta keeper Davide PmagpE: 
pulled off three fine saves to deny France's Zinedine 
and Italy’s Christian Vied — the last, a superb reflex* 

The pattern looked like continuing after the break . 
the goalkeeper again denied Vieri, tuming his bobbling sh(^^| 
just round the post. 

From the resulting comer, Pinato again blocked a r — 
blank header from Giro Ferrara, but he could oply look 
helplessly as unsung defender Iuliano beaded home .th^jy* 
rebound to put his side backoq course for the title. , . vjgPj 
From that moment, the, result was never in doubt 
although Pexuzzi was forded to ppU off a brilliant 
save from a [ header by former Italy international- GianlUigf.^» 
Lentini in the 58th minute. . ’ 

When the referee blew the final whistle -for 
sands of fans crowded into Turin’s city centre to .'celebratp^m 
their home town’s success. 

Juventus players will be allowed a short period of' oefejtjjx: 
bration before a training session planned for Sanmhy |M/|',; 
the build-up to Wednesday s European Cup final. 
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Ogea outpitches Key in Indians win 
Brewers snap White Sox witim 
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CLEVELAND (R) — Chad 
Ogea outpitchcd previously 
undefeated Jimmy Key and 
David Justice and Manny 
Ramirez each had three hits 
as the Cleveland Indians 
won their sixth straight, 6-1 
over the Baltimore Orioles 
Friday. 

Ogea (5-3) gave up an 
unearned run and two hits 
with a pair of walks and a 
career-hi gb nine-strikeouts. 

T norznaUy. don’t g£f" 
many strikeouts,"' Ogea 
said. *T usually get a lot of 
groundouts and popouts. 
Strikeouts can be overrat- 
ed.” 

It was his fixst career two- 
hitter and bettered his previ- 
ous low-hit game, a three- 
hitter against Seattle on July 
6,1995. 

“There are some nights 
when you go out there and 
everything you throw is 
where you want it to go.” he 
said. “It doesn’t happen 
very often.” 

Ogea. who set down the 
final 14 batters in order, 
improved to 4-1 in his. 
career against the orioles 
and won his third: straight 
start. 

“That may be one of the 
best games I've seen pitched 
in a long, tong, long time 


and it came against a good hit game, added a three-run 
hitting team,” said shot in the ninth. He is 7- 
Cleveland manager Mike for-10 in the first two gan 
Hargrove. of the four-game set ... 

Key (8:1) watched his era In Kansas City, Pi 
rocket more than a half-run Sorrento, -Jay Buhner a 
to 2.38 as he failed to Ken Griffey homered as l 
become the first major lea- Seattle Mariners overcai 
guer to pine wins. He was an eariy four-run deficit 
ripped for six runs and 10 hand the Royals their a 
hits with two walks and no son-high seventh strait 
strikeouts in 4 1/3 innings. defeat, 8-4, . 

. In his first-eyer stat. at R an fty. if* ntnn |X.-i )jw 

Jacobs 'ReMTifey hid his . .dir &dr rims and dght £ 
shortest outing oftbe season ' in' s&ren mnings ^ Johna 
and foe most hits add tuns after a shaky fost- t£u 
he has allowed. Key had not ihnih^, finished 'with thi 
lost since . last -.September walks aud io strikeouts, 1 
when he was with foe ! 72»d om&Jn.Ijis^Jcar^-, 
Yankees. V hasreacbed double digits 

In New Yoik, pihchrhttrer Rohnerllns honored' 
Mike Stanley burned; his . . fotnr stra^^S^S[. i ifc 
former team with, a tbr^e- Griffey,' wMi ' a Maj« 
run homer for foe seobind- Lea^ lea^i^ 721 ;lK^ 
Straight game astiie Boston is one honie iito sho^f 
Red Sox pounded foe matchmg\|iis l994 m4j< 


for-10 in the first two games _ - Sox’s ^ 


hoinexed as 






of foe four-game set 
In Kansas City, Paul 

Sorrento, Jay Buhner and 0 • foree ^fo a, 

Ken Griffey homered as 

Seattle Mariners overcame: kmg^ontmgof die sc^chl ^ 

an eariy four-run defiefr to After giving ip i 

hand foe Roy^s their se£ foe 
son-high seventh straight . retired 22 of foelast 23 bat- 
defeat, 8^4,- _ . ■ ■■ ' JsSmriLjtS: jn ' 






up four rims and dght l^ 'r*hg-his fi^ 
in' s^ren mnh^ jJohPs ,‘r Douig Joneff^pifofe^ 

after a shalty ’ fost tfeee; nintijiior Ms Xlfo Save! 
innings, finishecLwifo three: ^253td' rave>bf tiis ; 
walks and ! 0 strikeouts, foe.’ moved *> him^^past d 
72« dm^jn.W-Jcagipq^^ - 
hasreari^tfoiMefogiK; r- June£ ; 

Buhnervlms . bomered-iri Jn T)rtrort;^ri^l!^» 
four straig^^w», i .. ' 

Griffey, with, a 


^/^vflnpp' 


Red Sox pounded foe matchmpms 1994 ■ majbir-^ "rmdjMfmi^ 

Yankees 9-3. «> league lieocffdft^Jhomer^frv; Tm^stopped the Texas 

Stanley, - who’ ..left' "fife 

bwf war fn don ac * Whpn Bnow Mnnc Kif'/Tl - r nSii^c' .irwiWpr 


Yankees last yea- to sign as 
a free agent with Boston, hit 
a thrcc-run homer .in 
Thursday’s 8-2 Vktqty. He 
snapped a 3-3 lie Wafo an 
opppsite^fidd Hast in foe 
eighth as the Red Sax sent 
New York to its fifth straight 
losSi.tyiiiig a season high. 

Wfl Cordera, coining Off 
Thursday’s career-hi^i five- 


* When RogCT^raris hit-61 
home runs in f96T, 


June 11. Bab&Riith also fiii \..-4ano^cm--- A 
his 20th hon^^in ; ; ; hornet^, b^i 

home run- season on Jhhe . TT»Tigocs 

11. ■ - .-»>-■ j:-V. pi^wfoei 

fo ' Chicago* -Spoil Cyeag mitil Ji 
allowed just opt ran gyer 74th^anto. 
eight innings and Mmk -A£&>^9ov 




Estes throws two-hit shutout is 



SAN FRANCESCO (R), — 
Shawn Estes threw Ids Sec- 
ond two-hit shutout in jUA 
under a jgadufo 
Vhjpapid ndit 

and Scored aiiodiS i W foe 
San Francisco (Hants edged 
foe St Louis-- Cardinals 2-0 
Friday. 

Estes" (6-2), who also 
threw' a two-bit shutout 
against foe Astros on April 
26. allowed Just a pair of 
suites, wallting three and 
striking out five, He didpT 
allow a runner iriitach thiid 
base and retired the final 16 
batiershe faccdin bokmcmg: 


m Chicago. 1 coeidi^i wait . Moms (V3) pitdiedrv^^ *Pe^AstaCibY3^J 
10 get bade on foe mound allowing two^ imis — 1 - one ’ 0-91ifetim- 

tonight Kto ft tag-four earned — andfivehtitSoVer • > 'dodgers. -jinifieredy ' - c»^. 


>-« . y?dtr>; ^taj 
? sfti d ffiams 




. was taxtr sa^f 

Estttl ^Ihe EtaJpIer^we^ 
into it and that gave us mo^, 
^wialine. 

*t wanted to prove fo^e : 
team, more than anything;: 

that that was not foe real ti* 


- j • 








Dus*y Bakes: “We played y^ty wen hfo Estes gdf tfe 

gQQd., defence, foat’s out y^thg . rjesult^” . . said ;hpmer and droy^. in three, 
s^et. ? - <Mmiials manager Tony La ‘^ims and Ellis fhSofc and:. 

^Esfes more deter- Russa. -'T BatesJ a&6^ homered 

taped tonight than usud.. v -\|i ; Lot. Angeles. -Jota/^ap^foe RocJors| f|ieIpingE. 
after his tat start in aflowed jn^ two f ^rookie Bohlty>J<mf^ ro hfe* 

Chicago. He was ontstand- raha over eight wmttign ani&^ -^^r major-to^^e 
ing. He’s a high-energy type RytajSfcdto fut 

p^ y l a ^refhe a wrfd 

'come strong J fey 

groondout in foe fourth add/ 

^lad ringled and stofen seo- 

Mark vfor foe Astros*W*o bayedost 




iso.ftM 

shift ovc 


wan me «hwbr . 

.St Louis starter Matt y nmfo m notdiliis ilfo save^.^foor of foeirtatforeflames. 
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Houston Rockets' Charles Barkley (R) grabs a rebound over Utah Jazz forward 
Antoine Carr during second half action. Barkley scored 19 points and had 16 
rebounds as the Rockets defeated the Jazz 118-100 in game three of the Western Con- 
ference Finals in Houston (Reuters photo) 


Johnson leads Rockets past Jazz 
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HOUSTON (R) — The 
Houston Rockets rediscov- 
ered their bench and their 
. Jpoint shooting — mainly 
in the person of Eddie 
Johnson — and climbed 
back into the Western Con- 
ference finals with a 118- 
100 victory over the Utah 
Jazz friday. 

Johnson scored 31 points, 
Hakeem Olajuwon tallied 
27 and Charles Barkley 
finally outplayed Karl Mal- 
one with 19 points and 16 
rebounds for the Rockets, 
who returned home after 
two losses and tightened up 
the series with a convincing 
win. Game 4 is Sunday in 
Houston. 

“This was a very impor- 
tant game for us and I’m so 
glad we put the pressure 
back on them," said Olaju- 
won. 

Held scoreless in Game 2, 
38-vear-oId Johnson 
displayed the skills that 
have made him one of the 
NBA’s most dangerous 
scorers for 15 years. In 2S 
minutes, he was 12-of-17 
from the field, including 5- 
of-8 from 3-point range. 

“I just made up my mind 
tonight," said Johnson, 
“we’re down 2-0, when I 
get in there I'm going to 
shoot the ball, and if it 
doesn’t go I’m not going to 
worry about it, just play my 
game." 

Johnson had 14 points in 
the second quarter as the 
Rockets erased an early 13- 
poim deficit. He hit a *3- 
pointer in a decisive run 
that ended the third quarter 
and added 14 more points 
in the fourth quarter. 

Johnson led a bench that 
h "7^ been outscored 54-26 
"■' i me first two games of the 
series. Kevin Willis added 
10 points and Threatt six as 
the Houston bench 
outscored Utah’s 47-28. 

“Eddie Johnson was phe- 
nomenal.” Rockets coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich said. 
“He and Sedale Threatt 
complemented each other 
perfectly in the second 
quarter. Our bench gave us 
the spark that we talked 
about.” 

. “I give the game ball to 
Eddie Johnson and Sedale 
Threatt,” said Barkley. 
“They gave us great energy 
and instant offence in the 
second quarter.” 

“We know' our bench is 
K Jfcr than theirs,” said 


Willis, “we have a lot of' 
talent” 

Malone scored 21 points 
and John Stockton added 
17 for the Jazz, who lost for 
just the second time in 10 
playoff games. Utah had 
not allowed more than 104 
points in any of its previous 
post season games. 

“I’m disappointed from 
the stand point that we 
played so well in the first 
tw o games and had them on 
the ropes tonight and then 
let them right back in the 
series,” Jazz coach Jerry 
Sloan said. 

Utah's last lead came at 
66-65 on a basket by Greg 
Foster with 4:37 left in the' 
third quarter, but Houston 
closed the period with a 1'5- 
6 burst. Drexler scored 15 
points for the Rockets, who 
shot 59 per cent (44-of-75) 
from the field, including 
l2-of-253-pointers. Hous- 
ton held a 38-30 rebound- 
ing edge. 

Howard Eisley and Biyon 
Russell scored 10 points 
each for the Jazz, who shot 
48 per cent (39-of-82) but 
made just 6-of-I6 from 
behind the arc. Ostertag 
had nine rebounds but Mal- 
one snared just six. 

“I'm personally disap- 
pointed by my play, espe- 
cially on the boards,” Mal- 
one said. “There’s no 
excuse to be out rebounded 


certainly seemed to want if 
more tonight.” 

The Jazz were whistled 
for four illegal defences in 
the first period but shot 62 
percent (13-of-21) and 
opened a 31-18 advantage 
on a 40-foot buzzer-bearer 
by Malone, who scored 
nine points. 

“We were backed into a 
comer entering tonight,' 
Tomjanovich said. “As 
scary as it was. that first 
quarter was the trigger that 
we needed. We came out 
swinging in the second.” 
Houston's bench finally 
came alive behind Johnson, 
who scored 14 points in the 
second quarter. He fuelled 
a 14-2 burst that began the 
second quarter and pulled 
the Rockets within-32 with 
8:21 left. His floating 15- 
footer in the final seconds 
gave Houston a 51-51 half- 
time tie. 

“I hadn’t been aggressive 
all series.” Johnson said. 
“I’ve been sitting back and 
letting the big three (Olaju- 
won, Drexler, Barkley) do 
their thing. After we got 
down early, I knew it was 
time for me to step up.” 
“In the first quarter, we 
played great team basket- 
ball and executed our 
offence as good as we have 
in the > playoffs,” Stockton 
said. ‘The second quarter 
was a direct contrast and 


by the man guarding you then their bench proved too 
by 1 0 rebounds and Charles much.” 


FOR RENT! 

A NEWLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Central location, spacious L-shaped living / dining 
room, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, TV, satellite, a fully 
equipped kitchen, large balcony and small a garden. 
Located on Abdel Mun'im Rifai Street near Goethe, 
Institute, overlooking Philadelphia Hotel. 

Tel. 641776 


For Sale 

Offices, riinirs . Building 

Super deluxe, situated in the best area 
in Sweifieh, on the main street, 
Darwazeh Pharmacy building / Jameel 
Darwazeh. Different areas starting 
from 60m2 - 300m2, suitable for 

regional offices. Also available a 
building of (3) floors, 1st Circle, behind 
the Saudi Arabian Embassy. For 
information at the site or call 826282 - 
856073 or 079 49150 


Graf 

battles for 
three hours 
to beat 
Coetzer 


STRASBOURG (R) — 
Steffi Graf needed three 
hours to overcome 
South African Amanda 
Coetzer in the Stras- 
bourg semifinals on Fri- 
day. avenging a crushing 
defeat in Berlin eight 
days earlier. 

Graf, who took only 
one game from Coetzer 
in the German Open 
quarter-finals in her first 
tournament after a three- 
month injury layoff, 
won 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 to 
move into the final 
where she will meet 
unseeded 15-year-old 
Croatian Mirjana Lucie. 

Lucic. who has no 
world ranking as she is 
playing Ln only her sec- 
ond professional tourna- 
ment, upset fourth seed 
Judith Wiesner of Aus- 
tria 7-5 6-7 7-6 in a 
match only slightly 
shorter than GraTs at 
two and three-quarter 
hours. 

It was Graf's 10th vic- 
tory in 13 matches 
against Coetzer, who has 
proved a handful for the 
German this year, dump- 
ing her out of the Aus- 
tralian Open in the 
fourth round to end her 
record 45-match unbeat- 
en run in Grand Slam 
tournaments. 

It was the second suc- 
cessive match in which 
Graf has dropped the 
first set following her 3- 
6, 6-2, 6-1 quarter-final 
win over ■Frenchwoman ' 
Sandrine Testud on 
Thursday. 

But the former World 
No. 1 said she was 
happy to get as much 
clay court action as pos- 
sible before beginning 
the defence of her 
French Open title in 
Paris n?xt week. 

“I don’t think I’m get- 
ting too much, thou gh I 
hope I won't get any 
three -hour matches in 
the French open,” she 
said, adding that it “will 
probably not be until 
Wimbledon that I get my 
game back.” 

Graf said she might 
have done better against 
Coetzer if she had 
attacked the net more, 
adding she was still 
lacking confidence after 
her knee injury. 

“Berlin for me just 
wasn't a match, I wasn't 
concentrated and I was 
nervous,” she said. 

Asked how she felt 
about meeting Coetzer 
again at Rolland Garros 
where they are both in 
the same half of the 
draw, Graf said: “Let's 
just take it match by 
match.” 


Championship honouring 
Firas Ajlouni starts June 14 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In honour of one of the veteran players in 
Jordanian basketball history, a championship named after 
1967 war hero Firas AJ Ajlouni is due to start June 14 at 
the Sports Palace . 

The championship will be held under the Patronage of 
His Royal Highness Prince Hassan and will bring together 
four teams. ‘Top four teams have agreed to participate in 
the championship honouring Pilot A1 Ajlouni who fell in 
the course of duty during the 1967 war.” former national 
team veteran and President of the Jordan Basketball Fed- 


eration Awwad Haddad Saturday told the Jordan Times. 

“A1 Karkh from Iraq, De La Salle from Palestine. A1 Ahli 
and the Jordanian Air Force team will take part," he added. 

“We have invited the best teams to play in honouring all 
those who paid their lives for their country” he noted. 

Iraq's .AJ Karkh is considered one of the best teams in die 
Arab world. De La Salle team is considered a strong team 
in Palestine and Jordan's 1990, 92, 93 and 94 champion 
and this year’s runner up champion A1 Ahli. 

“Firas AI Ajlouni was player in the Jordan Club and a 
member of the Kingdom’s national baskerball team. He set 
an example to the other players with his dedication and 
support of the game and his country,” Haddad concluded. 


Villeneuve on pole for Williams 
in Spanish Grand Prix 



Canadian pilot Jacques Villeneuve drives his car to make pole position during the 
final practice for the upcoming Spanish Formula One Grand Prix at the Montmelo 
racetrack near Barcelona. Villeneuve is currently placed second in the overall world 
championship standings (Reuters photo) 


Canadian Jacques Vil- 
leneuve set a new qualify- 
ing lap record and secured 
his fifth pole position of 
the season on Saturday in 
qualifying for Sunday’s 
Spanish Grand Prix. 

Villeneuve outpaced his 
Williams team-mate 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen to 
clinch his eighth pole posi- 
tion of his career. 

The Canadian clocked a 
fastest time of one minute 
and 16.525 seconds with 
just three minutes of the 
session remaining. 

His time cm more than 
four seconds off the previ- 
ous record pole time set by 
Briton Damon Hill in a 
Williams Iasi year — 
another comprehensive 
demonstration of the 
increased speed of this 
year’s cars as a result of 
the tyre war between 
Goodyear and Bridge- 
stone. 

Villeneuve was just two- 
tenths of a second faster 


than Frentzen. whose 
Spanish mother makes him 
the nearest thing to a local 
driver in the field, with 
Briton David Coulthard 
third for McLaren ahead of 

*■ ■ .. .i 


Frenchman Jean Alesi in a 
Benetton. 

His pole also extended 
the Williams team’s domi- 
nation of the prime grid 
position to 10 successive 


races stretching back to 
last year's Hungarian 
Grand Prix on the" 20th 
anniversary of the team’s 
first race, the Spanish 
Grand Prix of 1977. 


Heavyweight boxer 
Mike Tyson takes ques- 
tions during a press 
conference at the MGM 
Grand Hotel in Las 
Vegas. Tyson held an 
open workout for the 
press as he trains for 
the WBA heavyweight 
title rematch against 
Evander Holyfield on 
June 28 in Las Vegas 
(Reuters photo) 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HfRSCH 
IMS TlftMM wai O w i icm. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 ■ As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

*A J 10 63 CJ1063 OJ 6 *AK 



Q.2 - Both vulnerable, as Sooth 
yon hokL 

*7 SAQ852 010863 +AK5 
has] 


T he ___ 

SOUTHWEST NORTH EAST 
10 Pan 2* Pan 

SOT Pan 3* Paaa 

7 

What do you bid oow? 

Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable. « 
South you hold: 

*AJ97S HJ8 CQJ *AKJ2 


What do you bid now? 

Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

43 CA 1097 8 2 CAB *K9G5 
TTie biddin g haa proceeded; 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

3A Pan Pass Dhl 

Pan 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K 9AKJI032 0AQ954 48 

The hag i 
SOUTH 
It? 

T 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 - East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*KJ OKQ OK 10 8 74 4J9S4 

Th e bid ding has i 
SOUTH 
10 
7 

What do you bid now? 


NORTH EAST 
1* Pta 


NORTH EAST 
Pan 17 Pan 


Employment Opportunities 

in the U.S. ana Canada 
for 

Computer Science, Mgt. Information Systems, DP, 

Software & Hardware: 

■ Programmers ‘Software Engis. * Network Developers * Mainframe System® 

* Network S Communications * Database Design & Development Engrs. * ASIC Design. 
Engrs. * Sr. Software Engrs. ' SoftwareQA/Test Engrs. ’ Hardware Engrs. * Product 

Qualification Engrs. * Product Mgr$. ’ Systems Programmers * Technical Project MgrsJ 
Leaders ' Systems Analysts * Systems Architects ’ Programmer/Analysts * UNIX & NT 
Software Engrs. * C++ Windows Developer * Systems * Administrator 4 OA Testers 
Developers * Technical Writers DBAs Network Engrs. ’ Testers * GUlTools ' LAN/WAN 
Field Engrs. ’ Network Consultants ’ Datacom Specialists ■ IBM Mainframe * Client Server 
“ Intemet/lntranet ’Sr. Research Engrs. ' COBOL * CICS * UNIX * C++ 

Engineering : 

T Technical Architects ‘ Product Engrs. * Tool Engrs. * CAD * RF Engrs. 

* Manufacturing Engrs. * Engr. Design ’ Test Technicians " Procurement Quality 
Engrs. ' Telcom Engrs. ’ Mechanical Engrs. 

Salary Range : From US$ 30,000 to $60,000 annually 
Excellent Benefits - Free Airfare - Work visa provided. 

No Agency Fee 

Bring complete Bio-data with 6 passport photos to :AI Said Trading Services Est. 
in cooperation W/Agape Personnel Services (USA) Um Al-Summac-Mecca Str. 
Behind Jabr Center, Samih Yasln Center Second floor-Room 201 Tel/Fax : 865935 
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Khatami: Islamic cleric but social reformer 
who is popular with women and the youth 


TEHRAN (AP) — 
Mohammad Khatami, who 
won a landslide victory in 
Iran’s presidential election, 
has lived in the West, speaks 
two European languages 
and sees no reason why 
women should not have 
senior positions in govern- 
ment. 

Although his ideas on 
women, youth and the role 
of religion are radical for an 
Iranian cleric, Mr. Khatami 
is not expected to funda- 
mentally change Iran's for- 
eign policy or clergy-domi- 
nated politics. 

Mr. Khatami, for example, 
has ruled out improving ties 
with the United States, say- 
. ine '‘this is not the right time 
for it." 

But that is a change from 
hard-liners who call the 
United States the great 
Satan and say Tehran can 
never reconcile with 
Washington. 

A former minister of cul- 
ture. Mr Khatami is credit- 
ed with reviving Iranian 
music and cinema after the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

Under Mr, Khatami. 
Iranian directors swept sev- 
eral international awards. 
Although revolutionary 
clerics banned live concerts, 
Mr. Khatami allowed them. 
He also helped lift the ban 
on women singing in public 
by permitting a concert by 
the Iranian singer Parisa — 
albeit for an all female audi- 
ence. Hard-liners removed 
him from power in 1992 for 
his liberal views. 

“When he was minister of 
culture we had few prob- 
lems with things like cen- 
sorship." said Mohammad 
Razavi, owner of a publish- 
ing house in Tehran. “Now 
we have many." 

Mr. Razavi said if Mr. 
Khatami were declared the 
victor. “I will give out 


sweets to all my customers 
for 10 days.” 

Mr. Khatami would 
replace President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, whose four-year 
term ends in August. 

Mr. Khatami. a 
Hojatoleslam or middle- 
ranking cleric, wears the 
black turban that defines 
him as a direct descendent 
of Islam's prophet 
Mohammad. A victory for 
Mr. Khatami would be a ser- 
back for hard-line mullahs 
who have ruled since the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

Mr. Khatami’s campaign 
was widely supported by 
Iranian youth, who hope for 
an easing of social restric- 
tions, but was opposed by 
the more conservative cler- 
gy. They feared that he is 
not fully committed to the 
revolution and had instruct- 
ed people to vote for his 
arch-conservative opponent, 
parliament speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri. 

Mr. Khatami, 54. speaks 
English. German and Arabic 
in addition to his native 
Farsi. He recently told 
Zanan. a monthly women's 
magazine, that he sees “no 
obstacle to women becom- 
ing ministers in the govern- 
ment.’’ It is widely expected 
that Mr. Khatami would 
become the first president to 
appoint women in his cabi- 
net. He says women should 
be economically 

independent, shake off male 
domination, and vie for 
senior positions in the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Khatami, who is 
known for his modesty, said 
“ambition is a curse, espe- 
cially for anyone in a posi- 
tion of power." 

Mr. Khatami is most pop- 
ular among the youth, who 
hope that if elected he will 
ease restrictions on satellite 
television dishes and dating. 



NEW MODERATE PRESIDENT IN IRAN: Former culture minister 

Mohammad Khatami waving to his supporters before casting his vote in 
Tehran, on Friday. Khatami won elections with a landslide victory against the 
conservative establishment headed by Parliament Speaker Nateq-Nouri (AFP 
photo) 


During the election cam- 
paign. a secret group calling 
itself the Tehran rappers 
association passed out 
leaflets supporting Mr. 
Khatami. 

Mr. Khatami was first 
exposed to the West when 
he was appointed head of 


the Islamic centre in 
Hamburg, Germany, before 
the revolution. 

Although conservative 
clerics often do not allow 
their wives to leave home 
without their permission, 
Mr. Khatami, who says he 
owes his success to his wife. 


says she is free to leave the 
house whenever she wants. 

Mr. Khatami has two 
daughters and a son. He was 
bom in Ardakan, in central 
Yazd province, and has 
degrees in theology and phi- 
losophy. (See election story 
on page 1) 


4 syndicate presidents resign, more to follow 


(Continued from page 1) 
days later. 

They also called off plans to 
continue demostrating in 
protest of the law after a 
“peaceful protest" near the 
Prime Ministry last week 
resulted in injuries and arrests. 

Journalists have criticised the 
efforts of the union leaders as 
demonstrating considerable 
disunity over what further 
action should be taken. 

Heads of associations today, 
however, denied that the failure 
to collectively resign indicated 
a division within the presi- 
dents’ council. 

“Our decision was dear.” 
said Mr. Sherif. president of the 
JPA. the association spearhead- 
ing the effort to have the new 
press law abolished. “AH (pres- 
ident’s) will submit their resig- 
nations by June 22 unless the 
government negotiates with us. 
We have left the option open 
for those wlio want to resign 
now to do so.” 

The presidents said a collec- 
tive resignation was not possi- 
ble due to restrictions in their 
bylaws that either do not allow 
litem to lake such action with- 
out prior approval of their 
respective councils or would 
result in the automatic dissolu- 
tion of their councils. 

"Simply, there are legal prob- 
lems in submitting collective 
resignations.” said Dr. Bassem 
Dajuni. president of the Jordan 


Medical Association “There- 
fore, each president should 
refer to his own bylaws. But 
our action is decided. As far as 
I am concerned, I will submit 
mine, probably, by Monday.” 

The June 22 deadline set by 
the presidents follows a deci- 
sion of the Executive Council 
of Professional Associations to 
resign en masse as of June 21. 
By following the councils’ 
decision, said Mr. Sherif. the 
presidents’ council would be 
allowed more time to initiate a 
dialogue with the government 
regarding the issue. 

Mr. Sherif has been advocat- 
ing dialogue since the outset of 
the crisis wrought by the law’s 
introduction. 

The JPA was scheduled to 
meet Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutiiwi yesterday todis- 
cuv. the pre^s law. expected to 
curb freedom of expression and 
to close down the majority of 
weekly newspapers, mo«4 of 
which the government consid- 
ers antagonistic. 

However, the meeting with 
the government was postponed 
due to yesterday’s summit 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Aqaba. 

Journalists, however, are 
sceptical as to the extent to 
which the JPA's efforts can 
swav the ansemment since the 


government already has strong- 
ly staled that it would not con- 
sider any amendment to the 
law. 

Additionally, a split in the 
association’s council, aligning 
council members on one side, 
and Mr. Sberif on the other, 
resulted in the council's waver- 
ing over resignation. 

“There is a distinct division 
between us and Mr. Sherif.” 
said a council member who 
declined to be identified *T can 
sav that the head of the JPA 
betrayed us because it seems he 
was notified of the law... and he 
did not tell any of the council 
the details when he knew.” 

Although Mr. Sherif told the 
Jordan Times on Friday that he 
“strongly denied” that anyone 
had contacted him “officially or 
unofficially” with regards to 
die press law. he said yesterday 
in a statement to the press said 
that lie had been informed that 
a new law was pending, and 
that Dr. Muiawi had read “sam- 
ples” of the articles to him dur- 
ing u meeting in Al Dustour 
offices on May 15, two days 
before the law was enacted. 

He added (hat he had not 
been aware that the legal coun- 
sel at the prime ministry had 
finished discussing the law in 
preparation for its final submis- 
sion to the cabinet, and that he 
did ask dial the draft be shown 
to the JPA through official 
channels. 



Jordan marks... 


(Continued from page 1) 

British and Jordanian gov- 
ernments signed the first 
Jordanian-British treaty. 

In 1934 the treaty was 
amended for the first time 
and in 1939 it was amended 
again. Under the amendment. 
Prince Abdullah was desig- 
nated supreme commander of 
the Arab Armed Forces. 
Jordan in the last 51 years 
witnessed a great deal of 
development. 

Under the leadership of 
King Hussein. Jordan has 
become a regional leader in 
human rights, freedom of 


speech, political pluralism, 
democracy and democratic 
dialogue officially estab- 
lished within the framework 
of the Constitution and the 
National Charter. 

On this occasion, HJs 
Majesty the King received 
cables of congratulations 
from Jordanian notables and 
dignitaries who expressed 
their allegiance to his leader- 
ship and loyalty to the 
Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Transport 
and Telecommunications 
Saturday declared it will 
issue commemorative stamps 
on this occasion. 


Khatami reaps... 


(Continued from page lj 

lion campaign Mr. Khatami 
attracted a broad coalition of 
centrists close to Mr. 
Rafsanjani. Islamist left- 
wingers and women, youths 
and intellectuals seeking a 
more relaxed application of 
Islamic morals. 

The coalition was formed to 
counter conservatives accused 
by Mr. Khatami's supporters 
of trying to monopolise state 
power by adding the presiden- 
cy to their control of the 270- 
seat pari i ament, where Mr. 
Nateq Noun holds sway. 

Mr. Khatami, an ’Ayatol- 
lah's son’, is considered an 


open-minded religious intel- 
lectual and tolerant politician. 

He advocates more personal 
freedom, democracy and the 
rule of law in a country of 60 
million where many complain 
state bodies act arbitrarily and 
rules are changed according 
to the whim of officials. 

He also appeals to devout 
Shiires because he holds the 
title Sayed. The result was a 
blow to Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 
outranks the president and 
tacitly supported Mr. Nateq- 
Nouri. 


Husseini lashes out at Netanyahu's solution 
(Continued from page 1) 


Netanyahu. “When we told 
them (the Israelis) that we are 
in need of 130,000 housing 
units for the Palestinian people 
they said they can agree on 

122.000. Later they reduced 
the number gradually to 

1.5.000. 12000. 7.000. 1500 and 
now 400 units.” said Mr. 
Husseini. 

“We have no trust in 
Netanyahu and we totally 
reject this offer” added Mr. 
Husseini in an interview' with 
the Jordan Tunes, 

“We. the Palestinians, 
demand that they build housing 
units for us because they had 
confiscated our land and our 
funds. They come to our coun- 
try to build with our money on 
our land and then dictate on us 
their own terms and define the 
number and the shape of 
buildings they want us to 
have,” he added. 


“As for the settlements on the 
West Bank and tbe Gaza Strip 
we demand that they stop. As 
long as the negotiations are- 
under way. Israel should not 
build settlements,'' he added 

Mr. Husseini said “our bat- 
tle with the Israelis hinges on 
their declaration that Jerusalem 
is their political, economic and 
religious capital” 

“It is trying to create a fait 
accompli situation by isolating 
the Arabs, evicting them from 
their lands and replacing them 
with Jewish sailers." said Mr. 
Husseini 

“Arab Jerusalem citizens 
wishing to build homes are 
requested to pay $130,000 to 
Israel in advance, something 
that prompted diem to request 
loans to build homes outside 
the city but the Israelis then 
withdrew these citizens’ iden- 
tity cards depriving them of 
thkr rights as citizens of 
Jerusalem” 


Akashi optimistic on 
oil-for-food rollover 

U.S. and Iraq up pressure 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. humanitarian coor- 
dinator Yasushi Akashi 
Friday expressed optimism 
that an oil-for-food deal 
with Iraq would be renewed 
for a further six months 
after an initial six-month 
period. 

Mr. Akashi told a news 
conference that “I’m opti- 
mistic' by nature, and if 
everything goes well until 
the 10th of June and there 
seems to be good positive 
momentum, I think exten- 
sion may be not such a big 
surprise” 

Mr. Akashi, the U.N. 
undersecretary-general for 
humanitarian affairs, is to 
report to U.N. Chief Kofi 
Arman on his findings dur- 
ing a just-ended visit to 
Baghdad during which he 
monitored implementation 
of the scheme. 

Mr. Akashi noted that 
U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations Bill 
Richardson had warned 
Thursday that certain prob- 
lems needed to be cleared 
up to ensure U.S. support 
for a renewal of the deal by 
the Security Council. 

The U.N. official said the 
United Nations was 
attempting to deal with the 
issues raised by the U.S. 
delegation, notably “a long 
shopping list”, of demands 
from Kurdish leaders in 
northern Iraq. 

But he added that tbe Iraqi 
side had also warned that 
unless delays In approving 
contracts were resolved, 
Baghdad would not ask for 
a rollover. Iraq accuses 
Washington of deliberately 
putting contracts on hold 
for political reasons, which 
the United States denies. 

Under UN. Resolution 
986, whose implementation 
was negotiated between 


Iraq and the United 
Nations, Iraq may export up 
to two Billion dollars 7 
worth of oil every six 
months in return for sorely- 
needed food and medicine. 

Mr. Akashi said that more 
than $1.5 billion had been 
deposited in the escrow 
account which controls the 
money from the oil sales. 

Sixty-six per cent of the 
funds are used to buy 
humanitarian supplies, 
while the rest goes to defray 
U.N. costs and compensa- 
tion for the August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Akashi, who toured 
Iraq May 3-9, said that 
hu mani tarian conditions in 
the country “left an indeli- 
ble impression on me.” 

In the hospitals, he said, 
he saw “a lot of emaciated 
children, and at the hospital 
shelves there's a clear lack 
of medicine, even essential, 
elementary medicine. Old 
needles are still being used 
for injections.” 

According to Mr. Akashi, 
the Iraqi government was 
according the 151 U.N. 
monitors ‘"full freedom of 
movement” and only 
‘■minor incidents” had been 
recorded. 

-‘One can say that the gov- 
ernment is making a good 
effort to distribute the food 
on an equitable basis,” he 
said. 

Mr. Akashi also said that 
the Turkish offensive into 
the extreme north of Iraq 
had not disrupted the distri- 
bution ofU.N. supplies. 

Iraq has been under U.N. 
sanctions since the Kuwait 
invasion. The oil embargo 
can only be lifted when 
U.N. arms inspectors certi- 
fy that Baghdad has com- 
plied with U.N. disarma- 
ment requirements. 


FIS imprisoned leader 
hunger strikes in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — With 
legislative elections 12 
days away, a jailed leader 
of Algeria’s banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) has begun another 
indefinite hunger strike in 
his prison cell, his 
lawyers said Saturday. 

Abdelkader Hachani, 
who has been held for 
more than five years, is 
also protesting ms “arbi- 
trary detention" and the 
refusal of the authorities 
to try him in court, the 
lawyers said in a state- 
ment. 

News of his hunger 
strike, his ninth, came 
ahead of Algeria’s first 
legislative elections in 
five years, despite a virtu- 
al civil war with Islamist 
extremists that has 
claimed more than 60,000 
lives. Hachani was one of 
the key architects of the 
FIS victory in the first 
round of the last elections 
in December 1991, before 
the military stepped in, 
cancelled the polls and 
suspended parliament 

Outlawed in March 


1992, the FIS leadership 
in exile has called for a 
boycott of the June 5 
vote, which President 
Liamine Zeroual’s gov- 
ernment is hoping will be 
a symbol of victory over 
armed Islamists. Hachani, 
42, was arrested Jan. 23. 
1992 and accused of hav- 
ing called for disobedi- 
ence in the armed forces, 
thipugh a communique 
published as an advertise- 
ment in the press. He is at 
Serkadhi prison in 
Algiers. 

"This is the ninth time 
that Hachani has gone on 
a hunger strike to protest 
the refusal of the justice 
ministry to put him before 
the courts," the lawyers 
said. "This is in breach of 
tire laws of the republic.” 
The communique, a copy 
of which was sent to AFP, 
was signed by lawyers 
Musiapha Bouchachi. 

Abdennour Ali-Yahi. 
Mohamed-Tahar Taheri 
and Mahmoud Khellili. 


Audit reveals PNA... 


(Continued Cram page 1) 
and 

their elected representa- 
tives in the Palestinian leg- 
islative council of corrup- 
tion by cabinet officials 
and government employ- 
ees. 

Palestinian lawmakers 
Wednesday charged that 
the PNA was using taxpay- 
ers’ money on villas and 
cars for ministers and other 
senior officials. 

“For example we found 
that S45-S50 million 
should have gone to the 
budget from custom fees 
on cars, but this money 
was lost on giving people 
cars without paying cus- 
toms,” Mr. Qudwa said. 

He said the PNA'S losses 
from mismanaging funds 
for projects and improper 
distribution of state land 
was estimated at $67 mil- 
lion. 

He did not say if any of 


the mismanaged money 
came from donations from 
foreign states. 

"Our report mentions 
some officials by name 
who have given certain 
companies projects to 
work on because they have 
personal interests with 
those companies,” Mr. 
Qudtya told Voice of 
Palestine Radio. 

He said his report would 
be made public soon. 

“Any money that is spent 
without die permission of 
the Finance Ministry is 
money squandered,” he 
said. 

Finance Minister 

Mohammad Zuhdi Al 
Nashashibi acknowledged 
publicly last week that sev- 
eral companies functioning 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank had not paid 
taxes. 

He also said reform was 
needed in PNA ministries. 



* 


Nasser’s grandson 
marries daug hter 
of Egyptian FM 

CAIRO (AFP) The 
daughter of' Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Mosa 
has married the grandson of 
fanner President Jamal 
Abdul Nasser in a lavish cer- 
emony on the banks of the 
Nile River. Hama Musa, 24, 
exchanged vows with- 
Ahmad Ashraf Marwan 
Friday before 1,800 guests, 
including Suzanne Mubarak, 
the wife of President Hosni 
Mubarak. Her new husband, 
a 27 -y ear-old-b usinessman, 
is the sou of Nasser’s eldest 
daughter Mona Abdul 
Nasser and wealthy busi- 
nessman Ashraf Marwan.- 
Entertainers at the wedding 
included famous Egyptian 
belly dancer Dina and 
singing stars Amr Diab and 
Mustafa Kamar. While 
President Mubarak did not _ 
attend Friday’s festivities, he; 
took part in the religious 
ceremony for the signing of 
the marriage contract threes 
days earlier. 

Jake the cat 'j 

bailed as hero — - 

for stopping burglar v. 


SAN DIEGO (R) — The ail- 
ing, 18-year-old orange ami 
white feline, Jake, leaped ti- 
the suspect, landed on his 
shoulder and clawed hisC 
back and both arms, San 
Diego detective James 
Dixon said. He said the sus-f. 
pecL Juan Mendoza^ 
Guzman, a Mexican who 
had worked as a locksmith, 
allegedly broke into ; fee : 
apartment of a 33-yeaf-cfti 
woman by picking the lock 
to her door. A watch on top ; 
of the VCR began beeping. 
Apparently fearing the 
woman would wake up, he 
crept into her bedroom. 
Dixon said. “The next thing, 
he knew, the cat jumped cm 
his right shoulder anti 
scratched him on his lower? 
back and both aims. I'm sure, 
the cat startled the guy and 
he yelled out," the detective 
said. 


New Mexico 
grandmother 
“holds up’" 
bank by mistake 
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ALBUQUERQUE — KC 
New Mexico grandmothS-V 
accidentally held up a bank;/ 
when she handed in 
deposit slip on whi(*;£; 
prankster had scrawled *; 
holdup message, police saH£ 
Friday. The 6I-year-ol$i 
wo man and her daughter -- 
made the deposit at die 
drive-up window of an 
Albuquerque bank and wenai 
waiting for a receipt 
Thursday when police cats 1 
surrounded them and offi- 
cers ordered them oitt flf - 
their vehicle at gunpoint- 
“We were just stunned wide 
all these guns pointed at 
U.S»" the woman told fee 
Albuquerque Journal. They 
cuffed me, and they cuffed 
(my daughter). And we - 
stood out there like fools." 
She said the robbery note on 
the back of the deposit slip 
read something tike, “This is 
a holdup. 1 have a bomb.” 

Topless model 
in India sparks 
protest 

NEW DELHI (AFP) - 
India's ruling party is to 
organise protests against# 
company which used a tpp^. 
less model to launch .sha- 
ming equipment, a newspa- 
per reported Saturday. Tbe 
Janata Dal (People's Party) 
of Prime Minister Inde*"_ _ 
Kumar Gujral said, fee 
model was featured: 
press conference in * 
Bombay hotel. “The hold 
staff was asked to vacated^ 
plush room as a topfess 
model helped to give * 
demonstration (of the equip-- . 
ment) the Tunes of . 
quoted Bombay-based party 
leaders as saying. 
model lay on bed to show 
how a series of electrical 
belts could knock off 
firm up the body. Tito jojp- 
nalists were even invited 
a closer look,” it added. . 



